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CHAP. L 



' 1 WAS thrust into a hole, aboiit five feet 
square, and as many high, where, from its 
being underground, I couM not distinguish 
between day and night, they gave me a 
little black bread, some half-boiled beans, 
and stinking water: a little dirty straw 
was all that kept mj body from the damp 
ground. When they came, as they did 
once in every twenty-four hours, to bring 
me my allowarice, if I complained of ill 
vol;. IV. . B cisage, 



3 THE INVISIBLE EKBMY. 

usage, they gave me blows. After some 
dajrs, as I guess, for, as I have already said, 
I had no mode of measuring time, a person 
came with those who brought me my fpod, 
and advised me to request an audience of 
the Reverend Fathers of the Inquisition ; 
I did so that instant, and it was granted me 
for ^he ensuing day. I was then brought 
before those gentlemen, one of whom de- 
manded what it was I wanted with them ? — 
I told them that I requested to be permitted 
to return to my native country, England : 
they gave me Wo reply, but nodded to my 
j^uards, who instantly re-conducted me to 
my dungeon. Several days afterwards, I 
was again brought before them, and the 
same. question was put to me. I answered 
that I was a subject of th^ King of England, 
and answerable to no .other than the laws 
of my country, nor to those in point of 
my religious principles. I was again sent 
back : rage and despair now seized me^ 
I determined to refuse all food, and tp 
Jbasteii my end: I threw myself on the 

ground. 
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ground, and received si violent contusion 
on one side of my head, by somewhat 
which, on searching, I found to be an iron 
staple, which I supposed to have been 
brought in accidentally among the straw. 
I at first welcomed this instrument, as af- 
fording me the means of a speedy dissolu- 
tion ; but, on reflection, I thought I might 
convert it into the means of my deliver- 
ance. 

* I went to work instantly ; and in less 
than, two jdaysj as I guess, by the meals 
which I received, I had .extracted a single 
stone from the wall ; a second easily* gave 
way: and in a few hours, the hole was 
large enough for me to pass through. On 
the otl^er side was another subterraneous 
dungeon, prodigiously large, and no less 
obscure than that which I had just quitted. 
I had no sooner entered it, than I besjan to 
grope about, and I touched nothing but 
ropes, pullies, levers, 'wheels, and other 
apparatus of torture, by which I. concluded 
that I was in what was called the question^ 

B 9 room. 
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room. I came at last to a door, but it was 
too strong to aflfbrd me the least hopes of 
forcing it. I began to grope afresh, and 
came to a chimney ; my escape now ap- 
peared cei^tain, and hope gave me strength 
and courage to persist. I entered the 
chimney, and wound about and climbed 
until I had got about half way up, where I 
met an iron grating, which stopped my 
progress. 

'This unexpected obstacle, however, 
did not damp my ardour. I held the gra- 
ting with one hand, and wrought with the 
staple in the other, until, after a most 
tedious operation, I pierced the wall be- 
neath the grating. This last hole opened 
into a granary filled with grain, and when 
I entered it, I espied a small window, 
which communicated with the roofs of the 
adjoining houses. It was at that time broad 
day, and I dared not hazard to proceed 
any farther : I resolved, therefore, to re- 
turn to my dungeon, and wait till night 
came : I ran the less risk in doing so^ as I 

had 
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fiad received my pittance (6t (he^ensjiins 
twenty-four houK, only^jiist J^'^'^ ' quit- 
ted it, and had no* «rtOther visit to expect 
until that time should be expired. When 
1 got to the bottom of the chimney, I carcT 
fully picked up all the stones and rubbish 
which I had thrown down into the ftrc- 
place, and hid them behind some planks, 
which I found placed against a wall ; I 
then entered my dungeon, and replaced . 
the stones in the wall, between that aftd 
the chamber of torture, with the greatest 
care.- I had not long finished this last task; 
before I heard a noise on the other side ; 
and as the wall, though apparently closed, 
was open at the interstices, whence I had 
dug out the mortai*, ther? was room enough ' 
to see what passed on the other §ide. I 
heard the door open, and presently be- 
held two men enter, hideously apparelled, 
with wild and haggard looks, holding a 
flambeau in one hand, and a dagger in the 
other: three Dominican friars, a secretary 
who attended them, and another person, 

. B 3 whose 
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whose office I afterwards foiind was that of 
an interpreter^ seated themselves round a 
tablcj covered with black cloth, on which 
was placed a holy water vase on one side, 
a mass-book on the other, and in the mid- 
dle a crucifix ar^d a sword fc/rmed a St. 
Andrew's cross. At this instant I thought 
myself inevitably lost ; the hole I had 
made in .the wall might be discovered, and 
I should be known as the workman. 

' After the Dominicans and secretary had 
laughed and joked together for about ten 
minutes, they rose, and recited the hymn 
*' Exurgai Dcm." — During the recitation, 
the two men with. the flambeaux stood at 
the bottom of the table, directly opposite 
to me, and appeared more terrible than 
before. 

' The hymn was scarcely finished before 
I heard some groans, without being able 
tQ judge from whence they proceeded.— 
Immediately the door opened again, and a 
girl of about seventeen years of a^e en- 
tered, between four hideous spectres of 

men; 
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meiif she was cloathed with a long robe 
of l^Iack taffety, with a hood of the sam6 
stufC ^ which wereholes for the eyes, nose, 
and mouthy as those penitents wear who 
wander about the villages of Catholic 
countries. 

' This unfortunate creature having ad^ 
"vairced, lyith' tottering steps, near the table, 
threw herself at the feet of her judges, 
'without being able to utter a single word 
for the tears and sobs, which choaked her 
utterance : Vhen she bad ^somewhat reco- 
vered herself, she said to them in French 
(which I understood, and which was re- 
peated to the Inquisitors in Portuguese), 
and with an accent capable of melting the 
very rocks— 

" Alas 1 reverend Fathers, what are you 

* going to do to me?^ — Havel not already 

suffered enough, during the year that I have 

been buried .in a dismal dungeon, over- 

whelmed with grief and despair ?" 

" Rise, my pretty child," said one of 
the Inquisitors; *'yo.u are now brought 

B 4 - hither 
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bHlicr before us, to malce an ingenuomj 
confession of all the crimes of which yea 
have bef a accused, and to merit, by a sin-r 
cere disclosure, the mildness and clemency 
of the Holy Office/' 

"'What confession can I make yqupV 
replied the wretched girl : '' the first time I 
appeared before you, I acquainted you 
with all I bad to ^^y ; } ^^^ repeat it. I do 
not believe that I have ever committed any 
enormous offence against God, whom I 
serve and adore ; I do not know that I have 
ever oflTende'Ba good father, and a tender 
and affectionate mother, whom I love, an4 
whose memory T shall ever venerate, whose 
lessons of wisdom and examples of virtuci 
will ever be before my eyes. Ido not 
th'ttk that I have ever been wanting in my 
duty towards my fdlow-creatures, to whom 
I have rendered every service in my power, 
and have wished every happiness I hoped 
for myself: if you demand the truth, I have 
toid it " 

" Leave off those common-place obser- 
vations,'* 
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y2Ltions/' cried the head questioner; ^' our 
ears are fatigued with similar excuses. It 
should seem that three-fourths of those 
who appear before us^ have passed the 
word onfr to another^ to hold a similar Ian- 
guage to us. Let us come to the purpose; 
mv- child ; confess that your father, who 
has eluded our search, is one of those here- 
tics who, despising the commuiiion,,and the^ 
mysteries and articles of faith which our 
mothef, the holy church, believes, teaches,, 
and commands us to believe, as well as all 
the pious and salutary exercises, which she^ 
has instituted for the purification of ouia 
sohIs, have reduced themselves to believe- 
almost nothing, and to obey only the no- 
tions of heretic innovators; who^. by as 
feigned probity, a tt)lerati©n of the opir 
nionfii of otheis, and, by appearing as peace^^ 
able and devout men, the bette^ to ensnan^ 
in the nets of Satan the simple and. the. 
wnwary, have made a very considerabler 
breach: in the flock of the faithful. Do not 
give MS tooia to insist on a confession,. 

»5 whicKi 
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which our duty compels us to demahd of 
you, but prevent it by owning that your 
father h^s inculcated into you his abomi- 
nable practices and principles; that you- 
entertained a contempt of the Apostolic, 
Catholic, and Roman religion, and a hatred 
for the Holy Inquisition ; that, under co- 
vert of this contempt and hatred, the devil 
had taken possession of you, that* he has 
subjugated you by his craft, and that you 
have yielded yourself up to him. Confess, 
I say, these horrible crimes against the 
church and its ministers; give up your 
accomplices ; tell us where your father is 
concealed, and all those who resemble him,, 
that we i\>ay convince, them of their errors, 

. 2nd withdraw them from the high road to 
perdition, in which they stray/ 

" As to my father," cried the girl, *' was 

^le a thousand times more guilty than he 
is, I would only obey the voire of nature, 
which never tempts us to alleviate our 6wn 
sufferings at the expence of our blood. — 
As to those who are oi his way of thinking,. 

I know 
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I know very few of them, as we- are stran- 
gers, and lately come from trance ; but 
those I have seen are wise, sob^r, and dis- 
creet persons, who only differ from your 
opinions so far as their reason dictates to 
them, an^ an enlightened x^onscience 
obliges them to do ; who do what good 
they are able, merely for the sake of doing 
it; who reckon their days only by the 
benefits they have conferred, and whom. I 
jshould not betray if it were in ray powen 
On the contrary, if you recom^pence vir- 
tue, from whence I have never swerved, 
by such severities as 1 have sufTered at your 
hands, I pray Heaven to preserve them 
from such a reward. As for the contempt 
and hatred with which you accuse me; 
towards your church and its minisfters, I 
protest to you, in sincerity of heart, that 
one of the first duties which my parent^ 
taught me, was to despise and hate nd 
one, of what r,eligion soever he might be,. 
and I have constantly practised it to this- 
day.*^ 

bG **My. 
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*' My child," said the Inquisitor^ " you 
have confessed^ without inj:ending it, that 
you are a heretic ; go on — tell us wherein 
your heresy consists, and what have beea 
its consequences : do not oblige us to 
have recourse to rigour. Confess, or w^ 
shall put you to the torture." 

*^The torture ! " excTaimcd the poor girl,. 
'' how can I endure it ? — Alas ! reverend 
• Fathers, who has authorized you to torment 
, your fellow-creatures, who, with all pos- 
sible moral virtues, have only riie misfor-^ 
tune of , holding a di Afferent opinion front 
yourselves?" 

'^ Who has authorized u&!"*cried the In-' 
quisitor, '' the honour of our religion— 
the glory of. an avenging and terribly 
God !" 

^' That God is not my God," said the 
girl; ''mine approves neither the persecu- 
tion nor the destruction of the human 
race; he hates discord, injustice, violence^ 
aiid cruelty. All nature assures me that 
my God is beneficent ; it does not wean 

the 
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the aspect of a God who scatters fear and 
dismay ; it does not betoken a cruel and 
capricious deity, whose incense is blood 
and tears, or who is so senseless as to b^ 
appeased by the unmeaningly contortions 
ind grimaces of fanatics; — it announces a 
God who makes us the objects of his ten- 
derest care, who lavishes his bounties on 
us, and who has given us reason to enjoy hh 
benefits ; it makes us believe in a God who 
is pleased with mildness, justness, and be^ 
neficence, and who exacts from us the 
practice of those virtues^^ — in a God who 
pities our weaknesses; and if hb punishes^ 
us, punishes as a father who loves, us. If 
he has any dreadful punishment in store; 
it is only for the perversely wicked, and 
especially for the vain and cruel, who have 
made him a God like themselves — a com- 
pound of all their passions and vices; in 
whose name they arrogate to themselves,, 
for their own ends^ a jfight of tyrannising 
over the consciences oT others — of being 
the scourges of the human race, and thd 
terror and disgrace of nature/' 

"Just 



14 THE INVISIBLE £NEMJ^« 

" Just Heaven, what impiety \" ex- 
claimed the Inquisitor; " abominable crea- 
ture ! — the devil alone .can have inspired 
thee with such blasphemies against the 
nature of the Divinity, so solidly esta- 
blished in the Holy Scripture, and against 
his holy worship, prescribed by the church. 
Executioners, do your office; torment 
her, till you force from her a confession of 
her connection with Saltan, a further ac- 
count of her other crimesi and who and 
where are her accomplices." 

' The Inquisitor had no sooner pro- 
nounced these words, than the four spectres,, 
who had brought in this unfortunate crear 
ture, began to strip her, and the other 
two prepared their infernal apparatus. — 
Profound silence reigned in the midst of 
this horrid preparation : the gloomy lights^ 
the fatal instruments, the terror of the 
hapless victim, the pitiless looks of the 
Inquisitors, and the furious demeanour of 
the executioners^ almost deprived me of 
my senses ; and I was scarcely in a betteir 

'situation 
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situation -than the poor wretch whose an- 
guish they were going to enjoy. 

' When they had stripped her, so far 
as decency would allow^ the executioners* 
bound her hands behind her back, and 
passing the end of the cord through a pul- 
ley, fastened to the cieling, they drew her 
up to it. Having kept her thus suispended 
some time, they suddenly let go the cord ; 
she fell to the ground,. and dislocated seve- 
ral of her joints: the cords which bound 
her arms cut her flesh and nerves to the 
bone, and made her utter the most heart- 
rending cries. After a few minutes relax*' 
ation, the same horrible torture recom- 
menced ; but they could not exjort from 
her, if she knew where her father and those 
of hjs persuasion were concealed. 

' After these diabolical torments had 
lasted , nearly an hour, she swooned, and 
was, to all appearance, dead. One of the 
Inquisitors, approaching her, placed his 
butchering hand on her pale, lifeless cheek, 
and said; with a fiend-like accejQt^ that 

there 
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there was no occasion for calling in a phy- 
sician—a few ^rops put up her nostrils 
would' recover "^er. The application was 
inade^^nci the poor wretch regained her 
senses^ Tbuf remained on the ground^ una- 
ble to move a limb. The Inquisitor then 
reproached her, in the harshest terms, with 
the unheard-of blasphemies which she ha4 
uttered against the Divinity/ and his holy 
worship ; he added, that she ought not^ 
however, to despair of the mercy of God. 
He extolled the zeal and charity of the 
Holv OflBce, which desired not the death of 
sinners, but the safety of their souls, .&c. 
Neither this harangue, nor the prpHxisei^ 
or threats which followed it, coiuld pre* 
vail upon the'poor girl to confess what he 
wanted. She said, with a voice capable 
of dissolving adamant — 

" Alas ! reverend Fathers, have yoii: 
renounced all humanity? — Does, ndf this^ 
shocking sight touch you ? — Consider these 
dislocated Hmb^ — this tender frame; tdrtt 
to pieces, and. have pity on a wretch 
5 expiring- 
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expiring at your feet ! — Have commisera- 
tion on my sex-^on my hapless fate ! — 
No, barbariains V exclaimed she, a moment 
afterwards, " your hearts are not penetra- 
ble : I read in your eyes the ferocity of 
blood-thirsty lions and tygers. Tear my 
body to pieces l-^Glut yourselves with 
my blood ! — Insatiate monsters !" 

' The Inquisitor gave a nod to the exe- 
cutioners, who seized her again, and pla^ 
cing her in a narrdw trough, squi?^zed her 
with so much violence, that she soon lost 
her senses once- more. 

. ' Means were again employed to bring 
her back, and the same questions were put 
to her as before, but in vain. They then 
lighted a fire, rubbed her legs with oil, 
lard, and other penetrating substances, and' 

held them close to the fire till but I 

will torture your feelings no^more. When 
she had, a third time, lost all sensation, 
they carried her away, and in a few mi- 
nutes, the place where this inhuman scene 
had beeo acted^ was in total darkness. 

CHAP. 
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' X SHOULD then have thought it a hap- 
piness to have reached the granary window^ 
and to have escaped the fangs of. these 
monsters^ by precipitating, myself into the 
street ; but hope whispered me that I 
should yet finish my course in a Natural 
tvay. When I judged the night to be 
pretty well advanced^ I removed the stones 
from the wall, entered the question-room/ 
found the chimney still walrm with the 
ashes of the fire, which they had employed 

in their demoniacal purposes, climbed up 

• 

it, entered the granary, and to my infinite 
satisfaction, found it very dark, but light 

enough 
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enough foe my purpose. I got through th^ 
window on the roofs of the adjoining houses^ 
and climbed over them, till a cross street 
prevented my farther progress, I then 
tried a trap-door in the house where I was, 
and easily wrenched it opeii. I descended 
with as little noise as my hurry and trepi- 
dation would permit, till I came to the 
front tcom on the first floor, the door of 
which stood open, aHd J saw a light. I 
stood awhile, uncertain whether to proceed 
or not : at length I approached the door, 
and saw a girl making a bed'. Whether she 
heard me, of had finished her employment, 
I know not, but she came* out, with the 
candle in her hand, "and seeing me wi|h a 
long black cloak and hood, a long beard, a 
lank face, and my eyes inflamed with fear, 
rage, and despair, she uttered a scream, and 
fell on the floor. There was no time to be lost, 
for I had heard that jthe Inquisition would 
burn any person who suffered the escape 
of one of their victims: I rushed into the 
room, opened the window, then returhed, 

and 
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and blew out the candle, to prevent my 
being seen, and jumped out into the 
street, luckily without breaking any bones.' 
' And in ten minute's,' said Father 
John, seeing he bad ^nded his narrative, 
'the officers of the Holy Office will be 
here in pursuit of you. Run, fly, instantly 
leave the city/ 

'i cannot in this garb, and withotit 
money,' repired tiie Englishman ; ' there 
is no fear of my being discovered till the 
usual time fo-morrow of bringing iny pit^ 
tancc to mv late dungreon. Assist mef, 
therefore, my friends, with a disguise, and 
give me my share of our common stock/ 

' Psha !' cried Father John ; 'your con^ 
finement, and the strange things you have 
seen, have quite deranged you. You should 
think yourself well off to have escaped the 
tender mercies of Messieurs the Inquisitors; 
and, instead of demanding money of us, 
you should deem it a very great favour 
that we do not instantly give the alarm, 
and send you back to your dungeon.' 

. fisi 



THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 31 

'hit possible ?' exclaimed the English- 
tyian ;•^<*^^dt) diy comrades mean to defraud 
me of my share of the fruits of our joint 
indu^ry ?-^-^\vin my late misfortunes only 
induce them to insult and wrong me?' 

' You may thank your own impru- 
dence for your misfortunes/ replied Fa- 
ther John; 'hence, this instant, I say, (m:I 
^ive the alarm/ 

" The Englishman sat coolly down, and 
looked stedfastly in Father John's face for 
a few moments. But I should have in- 
formed you, that during our tedious travels 
through the deserts of Tartary, we had pro- 
posed, as an amusement, that each of us 
should recount the history of his life, and 
the Englishman, of course, was acquainted 
with that of Father John. 

•Am I then/ said the Englishman, ' threat- 
ened to be delivered up to the Inquisition, 
by Father John, the Capuchin, the Luthe- 
' ran, Arminian, Calvinist, Brownist, Bap- 
tist, Anabaptist, Socinian, Arian, Quaker, 
Jew, Deist, and Atheist ? — by Father John, 

the 
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the Mussulman, who bears the indelible 
marks of circumcision upon him ? — ^Well, 
be it so ; put your threats into execution. 
We will both go to the Inquisition toge- 
ther, and see who will be able to bear their 
helish torments with the better grace. Fa- 
ther John or 1/ 

*^ At these words, pronounced with an 
astonishing firmness, Father John appeared, 
to be somewhat disconcerted; and I should, 
not have been sorry to- have seen the offi- 
cers of the Inquisition enter at the mo- 
ment, and seize theni both, as in that case 
neither of them would have wanted their 
■ share of the common stock. 

' What !' continued the Englishman, 
'. have you no relish for a meeting with 
the reverend Inquisitoi-s ? — You threatened 
me this instant; it is now my turn. Give 
me my share of the money we have coined 
in concert, or I will this instant call the 
guard, and they will find proofs enough to 
hanff all of us.* 

" As he said these words, he went to the 

■I 

window. 
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window, and I now began to shake for my 
own safety. 

' Come, come. Father John,' said J, 
' you have carried the joke far enough ; it 
is no time to trifle with a m^n who has 
already lain under, and fears to be again 
exposed to, the lash of the Inquisition. Let 
• us come to a fair division.* 

'^ Father John was glad of an opportu- 
nity of coming about, and embracing the 
EngHshman, he called him his dear friend, 
and told himtbat nothing could be farther 
from his intentions than to wrong him.— ^ 
The money was produced and divided, de- 
ducting ten pistoles from each share for 
Diego. After having shaved and disguised 
the Englishman, in the best manner I 
could, he bade us adieu and left us. We 
afterwards h6a:rd that he went to the En- 
glish consul, who immediately had him 
.conveyed on board a man of war belong- 
ing to that country, which happened to be 
then in the. Tagus. The Inquisition de- 
manded him, and threatened, in case of 

refusal. 
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refusal^ to cause the ship to be (ired upon 
by the cannon of the castle ; but the cap- 
tain ani^wered^ that a Britisii subject Was 
not bound to answer any one in matters of 
' religion^ and unless he had infringed the 
civil laws, he should not deliver him up ; 
be added, that if the castle talked to him 
with their guns, he should certainly answer 
in the same kind of language. . ,\ - 

^^ The Englishman was no sootier gone 
than we began to consider that the ofBcere 
of the Inquisition would inevitably pay us 
a visit in the morning ; and having packed 
up all our effects, we opened the street 
door, and decamped with the boy and 
baggage, without making the least noise. 
We then went to the v^ry outskirts of the 
city, and entered a little mean tavern, as if 
we had been travellers just come from the 
country: here we remained several days, 
during which. Father John, the Jew, and 
myself, never stirred out of doors; but we 
dispatched Diego to traverse the city, 

under 
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under pretence of hiring a house for ns, 
but io reality to learn whether the familiars, 
as they caH the runners of the Holy Office, 
had giren over all pursuit^of us. 

" At the end of that time, as we thought 
it dangerous to continue any longer in so 
large a body, we agreed to divide oiir 
spoils and separate. The Jew and Diego 
took the route to Spain, and myself and 
GramanJ got safely on board a vessel bound 
to Venice. ' 

'' Here we continued our old calling of 
rendering the precious metals more valua- 
ble, by stamping them with the insignia of 
sovereignty ; but Whether the police' had 
any suspicions of our employment, or 
wei-e only actuated by their jealousy of all 
strangei-s, which is no where carried to a 
greater height, they gave their officers a 
descriptiOfn Of our persons, and orders to 
apprehend us. • . ' ' . 

*^^We were spending an evening as usual, 
at a house of public entertainment, when 
two persons entered the room, and seated 

VOL. IV. c themselves 
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themselves in the same box on the outside 
of us, so that we cpuld not pass by them 
without disturbing . them. To our very 
great surprise, we heard them give our 
own description, and the placeis to which 
we most commonly resorted. It was then 
so dusky that they could not plainly see, 
or our confusion would have betrayed us: 
we waited some time, in hopes of their 
departure, but finding that they called for 
candles. Father John instantly desired to 
pass them, in a mo^t civil manner, but 
they as civilly desired us to make ourselves 
easv, and take a glassof wine with them. — 
Father John pretended a prior engage^ 
inent, but they would not sfir, and we 
gave ourselves up for lost. The candles 
were at length brought, and we had a full 
view of each other. Father, John then 
thought that our only resource was to 
make^tlie, officers drink so much that we 
might easily escape from them ; and he 
himself set them the example, by filling 
quick, and calling for more wine. 

'' The 
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' f^ The officers appeared to be so' taken 
with Father John's lively sallies, of which 
he was veiy profuse, .that one of them, at 
length, candidly confessed that we were 
the pei'sons whom they -were seeking; but 
he added, that it would be our own faults if 
we came to any harm. Father John pre- 
tended ignorance of any reason the police 
could have for interfering with us, and 
asked th^ officers if they, were informed of 
it? — They replied, that they were never 
Inade acquainted with those matters; their 
business was only to receive their orders 
and execute them, which they never per- 
formed with rigour, if -the suspected persons 
behaved properlff. Father John took cou- 
rage at this assurance, and be immediately 
addressed them as follows : — 

* Gentlemen, your confidence demands 
•ours, as well as our grateful acknowledge- 
ments; 1 will tell you what I suppose to 
be the reason why you have received or- 
ders to detain us. I am^theson of a noble 
family in Mantua, and have left my home 

c 2 to 



io d(vo\d being farced into z marriige 
^hich \y?is very disagreeable to rae, thoilgK 
advantageous to our family. I have b6 
doubt that my father, the Duke of Guas- 
4alla,. has discovered the place of my con*- 
cealment^ and has procured an order to 
seize and bring me back. I would rather 
die .than submit to a match which I detest;^ 
and if you suffer us to depart frotti Ve*- 
nice, we have money enough t^o reward 
you handsomely/ ^ 

^ You speak like a nobleman/' replied 
one of the officers, 'and we shall treat 
you as such. We shall run some risk in 
complying with your desires, but we are 
ready to hear what you have to propose/ 

'' We instantly emptied our pockjets, 
which contained about one hundred pi^i- 
toles, and promised them as many more if 
they would accotnpany us home. The 
officers pocketed the money, and one of 
them went out to hire a gondol^^ that we 
Q^ight pass unobserved. When he came 

back. 
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t>acli, we went with him to the place where 
the boat was waiting, and soon reached our 
lodging. We packed up all our cash, ex- 
cept another hundred pistoles, which we 
gave to the officers, wh<i told us we must 
be contented to go home with them till all 
the city Bhould be in profound repose, 
when we might escape with safety. 

" On our arrital at the officer's house, we 
found the family busily engaged in making 
preparations for the christening of a new- 
born heir of tbis respectahle family. The 
officer requested Monsignor, the son of 
the Duke of Guastalla, to do him the ho- 
nour to stand sponsor for his son, which 
was condescendingly complied with": the 
officer, enraptured at this noble confpli- 
inent to his first-begotten, introduced us 
to his wife, the nurse, and all the other 
good women who attended on this im- 
portant occasion. They beheld our noble 
persons with astonishment, and were de- 
Kghted at our descending from our dignity 
to salute them. The ceremony was per- 

c 3 formed. 
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formed, and the usual libations succeeded 
with so much convivrality, that in a short 
time the whole of this rotable asseniblao^e 
* 'w^re pretty well deranged in their intel- 
lects. Father John-^I beg his pardon^ 
Monsignor, the son- of the Duke, pushed 
about the bowl merrily ; but he had not 
forgotten business in the midst of this 
scene of revelry. He had observed, as we 
passed through an outer room, to enter 
the sick room, that the officer had un- 
locked a writing-desk, and deposited our 
two hundred pistoles in one of the drawers; 
and after having secured them, 'he had 
placed the key in a table drawer, which 
was unlocked. When Gramani saw that 
not one of the company was able to leave 
their chairs, he pretended an occasion to 
leave the room, found the key, seized our 
own pistoles, and a tolerable booty besides; 
he then re-locked the %yri ting-desk; and 
thfew the key down the vault. This matter 
of business being settled, he rejoined the 
company, and soon after proposed departr 
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ing. At taking our leave, Monsignor, the 
son -of the Duke, surprised the whole com- 
pany by his liberality, in presenting a ring 
of no great value, as he termed it, since 
it cost only on# thousand pistoles, (in 
.whicl\ he had exaggerated at least nine 
hundred and ninety) to his godson, and 
throwing down twenty pistoles for the 
nurse and attendants. This act of genero- 
sity made them all stare, and drew, forth 
the most lavish acknowledgments and 
praisea; as their tongues could utter them. 
Having once more, endured the embraces 
of these sons and daughters of the jolly 
god, we were permitted to rietire. 

"You may readily suppose that we did, 
"not rest during, the remainder pf that 
liight nor the next day. On the night, 
ensuing, we agreed to remain in the fields, 
as we did not think it prudent to appear in. 
any town, lest we might be pursued. Fa- 
tigue and want of rest soon drove us, for 
myself at least, into a sound repose, from 
which I did not arouse till some hours alter 

c 4 suprise. 
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sunrise, and even then I could scarcely be- 
lieve that I was really awake, as I could see 
ncthing of Father John. After I had suf- 
ficiently convinced myself that my eyes 
were open, I walked to some distance 
round the spot where I had lain dowiv and 
hallooed several times, until I had no doubt 

# 

left that my companion had designedly 
decamped. ' I instantly searched my pock-^ 
ets^ and was happy to find that I had my 
share of the money which I had received at 
the division of our spoils at Lisbon; but 
Father John had forgotten to account to 
me for the half of what he bad taken 
from the writing-desk of the police 
officer at Venice. 

'After some consideration, I determined 
to pursue my course, to Genoa> which 
r^ule we had taken, apd where I thought I 
mUxht probably light on Father John ; but 
as I ( ame to these mountains, I was seized 
by thif; troop, and finding myself left once 
more without a single coin, I accepted their 
proposal of joining them. 

''It 
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"It was not long befpre I signalized my- 
self on several occasions, and was looked 
upon as a staunch brother; and my fame 
was established on an occasion^hich hap- 
pened about three years after my becoming 
one of the fraternity. One of our com- 
rades, who had ventured too near the Walb 
'ef Genoa, was seized and cjirried to the* 
prison of that city in triumph. The whole 
troop were determined not to abandon 
him to his fate, without making a desperate 
attempt to release him. At a council,, 
held to deliberate on the means of e;tecu- 
ting'our design, it was concluded that some 
one:^of the most daring of u» should ven^^ 
ture into Genoa, to reconnoitre the prison,, 
and to hire some place where a large parly- 
of the troop Qiight be concealed, tilt some 
opportunity offered of forcing the prison. 
The lenterprize was regarded as so despe-^ 
rate that no one offered himself, although 
the whole of these brave men declared that- 
they wollid abid^ the chance of drawing-. 
K)ls, or would leave it to their eaptainr to< 

c5^ pick^ 
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pick out any one of them. I did not he- 
sitate to volunteer my services* and, the 
most general applause followed my offer, 
which was instantly accepted. 
• "Having loaded a mule with baskets of 
figs, eggs, poultry, and game, and dis- 
guised myself in tlie garb of a peasant, I 
set off at break of day, and entered the 
city. I had. scarcely entered the walls, 
before I observed ^ great bustle before the 
gate of a large edifice, and soon learned 
.that one of the daring banditti, who in- 
fested the mountains, was going thither to 
undergo* an examination before Signor 
Gramani,one of the most intelligent ani 
acute magistrates of the city. I loitered' 
about the place, as if impelled by the 
same curiosity as so many ^hundreds of, 
other persons, to behold one of these 
dreaded desperadoes, until I saw our com- 
rade brought through the streets, heavily 
ironed, and guarded by a large party of 
soldiers. I abandoned my mule, and 
rushed into the hall with the rest, where I 

forced 
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forced a passage for myself, until I had 
gained a .situation where I could see and 
be Sjren by our comrade. 
- "Even I myself, who had been equally 
inured to th« dangers of our life, could 
not refrain from admiring the undaunted 
• air of the prisoner, who^ instead of betray- 
ing the least symptoms of apprehension 
for his own fate, looked round on the. 
spectators, with a scowling and menacing 
eye. He appeared to scrutinize every 
face, as he himself has since told us, with an 
intent to see if he could recognize the 
face of any of his comrades, who, he had 
^no doubt, would not fail to make some 
attiempt to liberate him,: at length his eye 
fixed up6n me. He gave me a look, which 
I instantly interpreted into that of satisfac- 
tion ; and then continuing to look round 
as before,'he never directed 4iis eye towards. 
tne again. 

*^ In a little time we heard silence comr- 
manded, as the masristrate was a; ojt toe 
enter the hall. A little private door,, nearr 

ce the 
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the justice-seat, opened; and to. my ii(ter 
surprise and joy, I beheld, in the intelligent 
arid acute magistrate who entered, my old 
associate. Father John, of Domfront ! — 
When all those who had any thing to al- 
ledge against the prisoner had been heard, 
the magistrate demanded if he would con- 
fess his crimes, or What he had to urge in 
his defence ? . • . 

'I have HO crimes to confess,' replied 
he ; ' mankind rob one another, and I rob 
them. My whole defence consists in a 
troop of brave comrades, who, if they can-* 
not save me, will never fail to reVenge my 
death upon your citizens.' 

'' This speech, uttered with a most un- 
daunted air, and -menacing look, struck all 
the spectators with surprise and terror.—* 
Most of them> I am convinced, would 
have wished rather to have seen him set at 
liberty, than to have braved the revenge o£ 
his comrades/ with which he threatened 
th^m. He was, however, renfanded back, 
to the prison for a final trial. I left the 

' ^ ball 
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hall with the rest of the spectators^ from 
one of whom I learned wh^re the intelligent 
and acute magistrate lived; and began to look 
for my miiley which bad strayed to some 
distance, and had been nearly pillaged of 
all my marketing. This disaster provoked 
the ' laughter of all the by-standers, at the 
expence of the curious peasant. I with- 
drew from them with all possible speedy to 
prevent their having any suspicion of my 

' person, and repaired to the street in which 
Signor Gramani resided. I knocked at the 
door of his superb house, and desired ad- 
mittance to him, but the servant who 

' opened it only sneered at me, and re-^ 
plied, that his master never troubled his 
head with such people as me, and that if 
I had any articles to dispose of at a. reason- 
able priee> he would settle that business f 
did not hesitate to tell him that I called by 
Signor Gramani's own orders, and that he 
had business with me: the servant then 
Jeff me, and soon returned with directions 
toadmltme. 
* *'Wbea 
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''When I entered^hc room in Vvhich Gra- 

mm 

mahj was sitting, he did not, at firsts recog- 
nise me,' as 1 wore a slouched hat, which 
half covered my faoe, in order to conceal 
it the better. He instantly demanded who 
I was ? 

' Signor Gramani^* replied I^ ' may 
have forgotten his old friend, Boccanegra ; 
but he remembeis Father John> of Dom- 
front.' 

''As I spoke these words, I lifted up ray 
bat, and preseated my well-known visage 
to thci astonished Gramani. He> howeveiv 
soon recovered from his surprize, and taking 
me by the hand, called me his dear friend. 
He then desired to know the reason of the 
dress in which he saw me, and how I caipe 
to find him out, which I soon gave him an 
acrcunt of. 

' Yau will not lose your labour/ said 
he ; ' your comrade shall be released this 
very night, and shall be with you to-mor-j 
row morning; I am happy to have it in: 
my power to render you any service, and 

if 
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if any future occasion should present itself, 
you n.ay rely on me./ 

" He then assured me^ that he had not left 
me designedly, and that- he could account 
for it no otherwise than by his having been 
accustomed to waik in his sleep, which, he 
supposed, must have been the case on the 
night when we separated. He stated his 
surprise to have been equal to mine, when- 
he awoke and could see nothing of me; 
that he had taken similar pains to find me> 
and after a fruitless search, had wandered 
about to different places, till, chance had 
thrown him upon Genoa, where, by a little 
management, he had obtained the office of 
magrstrate. 

" I appeared to, be perfectly convinced 
with his excuse for leaving me, as also 
with his apology for not keeping .me to 
dinner w^ith himself, for fear af exciting 
some suspicion, whidh might prove dange- 
rous to himself, as well as to me. He then 
rang his bell, and having ordered his ser- 
vant to purcJiase all tiare articles which I had 

to 
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to sell, and to take me into the hall, and^ 
give me whatever refreshment there was in 
the hou^e, we parted. 

*' I soon concluded my business with the 
servant, and having discharged my mule, 
I followed him into, the hall, where I ate 
and drank so heartily of the cold viands and 
wine which they placed before me, that he 
and his comrades were no less pleased at 
my mode of feasting at free cost, than the 
bonest citizens had been before diverted at 
my having lost the greater part of my mar-^ 
kptingi through my curiosity to behold 
0ne of the banditti. 

''When I had finished my repast^ and re- 
ceived my money, I mounted my inule>. 
and returned to my companions, very well? 
satisfied with the suceess of my expedition* 
They instantly flocked round me, to know 
yfhzt i had done. . ^ 

' You will see that tormorrow inorn— 
iug/ was all the reply 1 would give toi 
numerous and earnest enquiries* To theirr 
infinite surprise, their comrade retitrned^ 

the 
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tlie next morning, and flew into my arms 
before he uttered a single syllable, 

^My dear Boccanegra.!* exclaimed he, 
after a while, ^ I was* full of hopes when 
I beheld vou in the hall of examination, 
and I was not deceived, for I am assured 
that I owe^my release to you/ 

"His comrades enqui^-ed in what manner 
he had got out of prison ?• 

'AH that I know of the inatter,' replied 
he, ' is, that I was fast asleep, when one of 
the gaolers aroused me^ knocked olP my 
fetters, bade me follows him, and when we 
were outside the prison gate, he bade the 
be off, and never be seen there again. I 
told him it should not be my own fault if 
I was. I was obliged to parade the streets 
till the gates were opened, and I then flew 
6ff like a bird, which by chance finds its 
cage door open/ 

" My comrades then desired me to acquaint 
them in what manner I had been the means 
6f this .strange deliverance. I told them 
that I would not make that discovery, lest 

it 
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it should prevent me from rendering aiiy 
of tHem a similar favour, if it should fall to 
their lot. 

" This adventure, added to my former re- 
putation, caused me to be chosen to suc-^ 
cced their captain when he died, and I 
have now fiHed that office nearly three- 
yiears, more to the satisfaction of those who 
'.have inve^ed me with it; during which 
time I ha\'e had several occasions to make 
use of my interest with Signer Gramani, 
which he has never denied me ; but he has 
never spoken a word about restoring to 
me the half of the booty which we madcJn 
conjunction on the police officer of Venice. 
'' Well," added Boccanegiia, after he had 
finished his story, " whjit think you now^ 
Signor, of your friend Graraani, alias Fa- 
ther John, Mbnsignor, the son of the Duke. 
ofGuastalla?" 

'' I am both surprised and shocked," re- 
plied Giovanno, ^'at the idea of htuving ad- 
mitted such a man to my intimacy ; but 
may I not be permitted to seeGuarco,^and 

• 
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hiear what more he knows of this conspi- 
racy ?*' 

'^ Certainly/' said Boccanegra : *' he 
will give you every information in his 
power, as he is no longer afraid of Gramani, 
having agreed to abandon his service, and 
join our troOp." 

Guarco was then brought before Giovan- 
no, 'and informed him that Gramani had 
set him to work, and had told him that he 
need not be afraid of the danger, since he 
would be privately supported by the Count 
del Piombino, although he did not chuse 
to- countenance the attempt openly. — 
'^ After you had set out from Genoa to 
Paris," continued Guarco, " Gramani re- 
commended Sardine, his domestic, who 
possessed the first place in his confidence, 
to your friend Rosomaski, in order to be a 
spy on* all his actions. If you arrest Sar- 
dine before he can have any intimation of 
the discovery which you have made, you 
will, perhaps, discover about him some 
proofs of what* Gramani is plotting against 

yourself 
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yourself and your friends. When Sar- 
dine was gone, Gramani did me the ho- 
nour to pitch upon me to succeed him^ 
and I was etitrusted with the direction of 
the affair of seizing and carrying you to 
Montobio. How they were to have pro- 
ceeded, after having got you in security, 
I do not know. I was the person wha 
watched you in the mountains, and to 
whom one of your party gave chace, but I 
easily escaped, and you arrived within two 
hundred yards of our party, which lay in 
ambush, when you halted, and suddenly 
galloped back the way you came. In- 
stead, however, of oyertiiking you, as we 
hoped ta have done, we fell in with a party 
t)elonging to this troop, who stretched but 
three of us before the rest would think of 
surrendering.*' 

From Sardine's having gained a footing 
in the service of Bosomaski, Giovanno con- 
cluded that some schemes were framing 
against the happiness of hir, friends, and he 
was impatient to return to Genoa. He. 

desiredi 
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desired Boccanegra to fix the price of his 
ransom, 

'^-We will not be hard with you/* Kiid 
Boccanegra ; " yoti are immensely rich, 
and we earn our livelihood with great toil 
and risk. We will not take advantage of 
the necessity which we know there is of 
your speedy appearance in Genoa, but will 
escort you safe to the walls for five hundred 
ducats/' 

" I am iJidebted to your moderation,'* 
replied Giovanno, "and will readily pay 
ypu the money, on my arrival at Genoa.; 
but my companion here (meaning Dol- 
gorucki) must be included in our capitula- 
tion, as I Cannot think of leaving him 
behind ; and you know he is only an un- 
fortunate fugitive from his own fcountry^ 
and will want what little money he* has, to 
carry him to another/' 
' >"He shall acoompany you," said Bocca- 
negra; " but ybux:annot have your liberty 
till to-morrow. You know that I have a 
little account to settle with Gramani^ for 

my 
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my half of the booty which he topk from 
the writing-desk . of the police officer at 
. Venice, and I must make some money out 
of him by this business. Guarco is about 
to return to him presently, to acquaint 
him that you are in the custody of his 
comrades, but that they refuse to deliver 
you up till they have received A consider- 
able sum of money ; he will not dare to 
refuse it : and after having thus retaliated 
upon him the trick which he formerly 
played me, you shall set off immediately.*' 
^' I fear," said Gibvanno, '^ that he may 
contrive some mischief against my friendi^ 
in the interval/' 

" You can easily prevent that, by send- 
ing a note to them by Guarco,, to put?*^theta 
on their guard/' said Boccanegra ; *'- 1 will 
answer that it shall be delivered." 

This permission somewhat eased the 
mind of Giovanno, and having beeii fur- 
nished with materials for writing, he ac- 
quainted Rosomaski that he had met with 

an 
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an unexpected dejay on the road, but that 
he expected to be with them on the next 
day. ' He cautioned him to beware of Gra- 
mani, who, he was well informed, was con- 
triving some plot against him and his 
family, before his own return ; but desired 
that not the least notice should be taken to 
Gramani of what he had written, nor any 
change of behaviour .tak^ place towards 
him. . 

Giovanno gave this note to Boccanegra 
to peruse, that he might see he had not 
given the least hint of the place of his cap- 
tivity, and he was well satisfied with it.— 
Guarco was then ordered to deliver it into 
the liands of Rosomaski, before he even 
!went to Gramaili. 
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CHAP. III. 



vyRAMANI was waiting impatiently for 
the return of Guarco, when he appeared 
before him. Guarco gave him a lon^ story 
of their having seized Giovanno, who had 
made his hirelings such liberal offers to 
obtain his libertv, that he bad, with the 
greatest difficulty, extracted from them a 
promise that they would give him into his 
hands, upon the payment of^one thousand 
pistoles. 

'^ One thousand, pistoles !" exclaimed 
Gramani, with a long whistle at the end of 
his exclamation, " the unconscionable ras- 
calJs ! I would rather give Giovanno his 

5 liberty. 



THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 49 

liberty^ and let them have their labour for 
their pains." 

''As you please/' said Guarco; " but 
from their prisoner's anxiety to procure 
his release, there is little doubt but much 
more may be made of him. The fellows, 
however, will not hear of one pistole less, 
and there is no time to be lost." 

Gramani left Guarco to acquaint the 
Piombinos with this untoward circum- 
stance. The -Countess was not al all dis- 
concerted at the intelligence ; she directly 
answered, that if Giovanno was so very so- 
licitous for his release, they might make 
good interest of the thousand pistoles, and 
yet detain, him till Gramani should have 
carried- off Paulina, if he were industrious. 
Gramani acquiesced, but wanted to know 
whence the money was to come ; he was 
quite drained. 

*' That's well thought of," said the Count, 
who had not hitherto uttered a syllable; 
" I was just about to send for my dear 
Gramani, to acquaint you, that I myself 

VOL. IV. D was 
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was under an; indispenss^Id necessitjr of 
raising one thousand pistoles this* very diay; 
and we may as wcU rstisc the two thoasand 
at once, t<y answer both otir piirposess." 

Gramani ^pecf^d sofne such answer, and 
he had brought with him a writfett security 
ready for signing. The indolent Gounf 
put his name to it, without troubling him^ 
self to rejrti what were the contents; s»nd 
Gramam, with much ' diffi;culty, fouird a 
Jews who agreed to advance thcf two thour 
sand pistoles for six months, on having the 
blank left m the security filled up with" the 
sum of three thousand, aftd interest. When, 
this conscientious bargain was settled, Gra-^ 
mani dis^patched Guarcd, and then: went to 
the Count with five hundred pistoles^ which- 
be declared was all he coiild raise aboVe^ 
the thousand which he had given to Guarco*. 

When Gramani returned to Ms own 
house, he was surprised ast beholding Guar- 
do*, who irtfotmed hiitt, that when he jfr- 
Vived Jrt the dity gates they were shut; as 
it wdis^ af^e^ t&e ui^al hour of keeping them 

open. 



I 



open^ and that strict orders had been giveri 
n6t to open fhemy for fear som'e of the 
feaildifti should get iri^ arid commit some . 
depredations diK'tog fhe night. The ^Ifaif 
could fiot be rem^jdied, arfd Girarco . wasr 
oMiged fo remairf tiM fhte' next morriing. 

ft was noon wherf Giiarco appeared be- 

f<ftt Boccanegra> who^ was in ecstaty at hisi 

sucgeiss. It was rteceifcary to stay dinner, to' 

refrdrh Guarco, who was to i^eturn again fc? 

Genoa with Gipvari no, to fetch his ransom. 

After dinner, Giovanno, Dolgorucki, and 

Gramani, had their horses restored to.thero, 

•and took their leave of Boccanegra. When 

they arrived wiJhin the walls of Genoa, Gi- 

ovanno pressed Dolgorucki' to accompany 

him home, but he excused himself, alledg- 

irig tliat he had some letters which he had 

promised to deliver immediately on his 

arrival ; but he assured him that he would 

wait on him, the instant he should have 

executed his commission. 

The Rosomaskis^ to whom Guarco had 
jiunctually delivered Giovanno's note, had 

D 3 been 
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been in the most eager expectation of his 
arrival during the greater part of the day, 
and their joy at hearing that h^ was in the 
house, could not be exceeded. They were 
standing to receive him, but, to their sur- 
prise, they were informed that he was gone 
to his cabinet. The Rosomaskis wondered, 
that he should feel so little impatience to 
embrace them, after so long an absence : 
they were silent, and dreaded some dimi- 
nution of his friendship : the tear quivered 
in the eye of the tender Paulina. Gio- 
vanno, however, was no less ardent for the 
happy interview than themselves ; but as it 
was a maxim with him, that faith was to be 
observed with the worst of men, his first 
care was to dispatch Guarco with his ran* 
som, and a present for himself He then 
ordered Tomaso, whom he had instructed 
for the purpose, to cause Sardine and all 
his trunks to be seized and taken care jof. 
These urgent concerns being finished, he' 
flew \o the Rosomaskis, and by the eager- 
ness of his embraces, instantly dispelled all 

the 
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the little ianxieties which had jbefore ob- 
truded themselves into their delicate mind»: 
a delicious interval of silence succeeded, 
fkiring several minutes, which was inter- 
rupted o«ly by the sobs of the females, 
whose hearts seiemed unable to contain 
their pleasurable sensations. 

At length Rosomaski broke silence, and 
requested Giovanno to give them some ex- 
planation of the note which they had re- 
' ceived from him the day before, the ailu- 
srons in which to some plots of Gr^mani 
had given them great uneasiness. Giovanno 
gratified their curiosity, by giving them an 
account of his detention -among the ban- 
ditti, and of Griamani's baseness. Rhodiska 
was all over in a tremble, to think what a 
man she had made the confident of her 
most intimate concerns. Giovanno wasgoing 
to give them a sketch of Gramani's history, 
wli^n Tomaso entered the room, to ac- 
quaint hi^i that they had secured Sardine 
and his baggage. Giovanno told Roso- 
maski, that they had best examine him 

d3 immediately. 
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immediately^ to get what further proof 
they could against Gramani^ whom be in- 
tended to denounce' to the Senate on the 
next mornings for his insult to one who 
was their representative. Rosomaski acqui- 
esced, and Sardine was brought io jby Iwo 
of the other domestics. Giovxi£)K3<o ac- 
;quain ted him with what had been alledged 
by his comrade,. Guarco, against himself 
and Gtamani, and advised him to conceal 
notliing from them of his guilt, which 
would be the only means of saving nim 
from ^ath, or, at least, a confinemeni for 
life in the slave gallies. Sardine, with the 
KTo&t unexampled effrontery, denied every 
part of the accusation, and insisted upo« 
his innocence, tiH Giovanno nodded to the 
domestics, who. understood his meaning, 
and one of, them instantly left the roown, 
and returnedsoon after with Sa'i'dine'stnuak. 
His easy impudence then began to vanish; 
hh, cheeks lost their colour, and his knees 
trembled. Giovanno demanded the key ; 
but after pretending to search for it, he 

declared 



tledared he knew »ot wljerc it was; he 
believed he had left it in the trunk. The 
domestics denied (ive latter part of his ex- 
cuse, and Giovanno ord^iped the trunk to 
be br<>fcen ©pen. Sardine did «ot trembte ^ 
without reason ; Tor m his 'trn«k were found 
all the letters whicli he had received from 
Gramani^ and which he had kept, notwith- 
standkig Gfamani% desire that they should 
be bui'nt so soon as he had perused them^ , 
in order to keep Gramani i« bis power. 
Ajuengst the rest were the two forged let- 
ters, which had nearly proved fatal toRho- 
diska. She no' sooner beheld them than 
^e fell back into her-ckair, and exclaimed 
•'— ^•'^Oh, those two letters! — tnake Sardine 
confess how he came .by them.'* — The 
company were astonished «t this exclama- 
tion, and <jiov|[ni>o instantly put the ques- 
tion to Sardine, who> iicMlifig that i^ truth 
* must come to light, fell on his knees before 
Rhodiskd, «nd intreated her forgiveness , 
and interference with Rosomaski ^and Oio- 
vanno, to prevent their delivering him 
into the hands of justice. 

D 4 '' What 
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^' What have you been guilty o£?" said 
Rhodiska. 

''Of many crimes^ but particularly against 
yourself replied Sardine ; " only promise 
me that you will save me from the just 
anger of your, husband and Signor Gio- 
vanno^ and I will confess every thing/', 

'' My hus|}and and Signor Giovanno are 
merciful/' said Rhodiska, ''and you will 
find them so^ if you endeavour to repair 
your offences/' 

" Let him begin by a sincere confession," 
safid Giovanno. 

Sardine then went through Gramani's 
attempts to destroy the happiness of the 
Ros'omaskis, and particularly that relating 
to the two forged letters, which had nearly 

w 

put an end to the sufferings and life of Rho- 
diska. He concluded by producing the 
fahe key to Rosomaski's writing-desk, by 
means of which he had introduced and 
withdrawn the letters. The company were 
shocked ^t the disclosure of so horrid a 

conspiracy; and Rhodiska blushed at her 

* 

* weakness. 
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weakness, in having fallen into the snare. 
Her eyes no longer dared to move from 
the ground, lest they should encounter 
those of Rosomaski, who, observing her 
pains, proposed to Giovanno to suffer Sar- 
dine to retire, and to renew his interroga- 
tion, the next mornings when he should 
have fully recollected what further inform- 
ation he might have to give tljem. Gio- 
vanno instantly ordered the domestics to 
guard Sardine, and to take care that no 
person whatever had any communication 
with him, either by writing or in person. 

When the domestfcs were withdrawn, 
Giovanno desired Rhodiska to inform him. 
of the use to which those two letters had 
been applied, to create her so extreme an 
uneasiness; and she gave him the whole 
account, from her first finding them in Ro- 
somaskl's writing-desk, to the end of the 
farce which had been played between Gra- 
mani, Signora Tronipettina, and her daugh- 
ter. 

In spite of their indignation at so horrible 

D & a stratagem> 
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a Stratagem, Gfovanno and Rosomaski could 
>vith difficulty refrain from smiling at sp 
ludicrous a scene. 

^- How ingenious is vice/' said Giovanna, 
''and how easily does it for a while triumpK 
over unsuspecting innocence! — but it is, 
luckily, too crafty for itself; and the very 
means which it employs. to ensure 5U(:cess, 
generally bring about its defeat." ' 

'' My dear Rosomaski !'* said Rhodiska,. 
'' I see my folly in falling into sp detesta- 
ble a snare ; but be assured, for the fyture, 
that I will m^ke you acquainted with eveiii 
my thoughts. I have been to blame, but 
I have suffered severely for it; let that 
plead for me." 

^' \\. is almost impossible/^ replied Roso- 
maski, "but that you should have fallen into 
it ; nothing could be more artfully con- 
trived and executed. I see what has occa- 
sioned your unhappiness; you were afi-aid 
cf wounding me with any suspicions of my 
fidelity; but your delicacy has nearly cost 
you your life, and me niyliappiness. Let u& 

heace 
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hence learn/ that in the marriage state there 
should be no reiserve. But what fatrit cai^ 
I find ?— Was I ».at equally credulous ajdd 
equally^hasty in the affair q( Mr, Vendost ? — 
Have I not my^^elf set the example of re- 
kerve ?-rYou must remeunber, Signor^"* 
added he^ addressing himself to Oiovannp, 

'^that, previously to your departure for 

« 

Faris^ you cofamis^ned me to visit two 
ladies^ ami to supply their wants; it ist 
from that source that the subtle Gramanl 
has drawn aU this mischief/" . 

** Jiist Heafvca?** repliedGiovanno> *'lherie 
cannot he two persons in the world whose. 
diaractefs are farther distatit than those of 
the ladites whom I recomniended to your 
care, and Signora Troinpettina and her 
datighler. The foraier are persons of a 
nohle ^^mihf» strict \rirtne, $ind polished 
maitoers; they Harve suffered almost incre- 
dible misforUittes^ which are inuch worse 
than those which your invi^We enemy has^ 
heaped upoQ your heads^ berause they. were 
wcasimied bjf (be haml of ope w«q oughr 

d6 tp> 
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to have protected them, and are irremedia- 
ble. But I forget that, without knowing 
their persons, you have been already made 
acquainted with their unfortunate history. 
The elder of these ladies is no other than 
the ManHioness of Pallavicini, whose hus- 
band founded the monastery at which you- 
^ere refused admittance on the night pre- 
vious to your first entrance into Genoa. — 
The sequel of their melancholy tale is 
briefly this: — , 

'^ After being surprised by the Marquis, 
Don Louis had fled in such a fright, that it 
was some time before he began to reflect on 
his having abandoned the. Marchioness to 
all the fury of a justly-enraged, but de- 
luded husband, who might mistake the pro- 
per object' of his vengeance. He resolved* 
to return, and to brave every danger, to be 
assured of her safety: he was surprised 
when the servants informed him that the 
Marc hioness still reposed in her apartment, 
and t^at the Marquis had gone put^n 
horseback. A secret presage made hioi 

dread 
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dread the worst, and^. despisinj^ all caution, 
he hurried to the apartment^ where he fell 
over the wretched object- of »his unlawful 
passion^ who was stretched out on the floor. 
He instantly g^ve the alarm to her women; 
who came to his assistance, and were 
shocked at beholding their mistress, to all 
appearance, lifeless. The grief, rage, and 
^despaif of Don Louis, burst out with sa 
much violence, that he would never have 
survived the person whose destruction he 
had occasioned, if he had not been agi* 
tated by the desire of avenging hen 

"He hastened off like a madipan^ in purH 
suit of the ' Marquis, and sought ;him during 
three whole years,^ thrpugh Italy, Germany, 
France, and Spain ; when his grief and 
vexation ^t the disappointment of his re- 
venge put an end io his sufferings. 

" The Marchioness, however, was not 
mortally wounded, although great danger 
was apprehended frpm the effusion of 
blood, jbvhich had been considerable before 
lier attendants came to give her any •assist- 
ance. 
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aace. She was^ at tjbe fatal period, far ad^ 
yanced in pregnancy ; yet, with the gregl: 
9kili and cai-e of the medical persons who 
vere called on^ she was isoon out of danger^ 
ajod in due ticae gave birth to the daughter . 
who is a<t present with her. This event, 
iufhich proved some little consolation to 
%er, was injfliediateiy followed by the per- 
f^utipii of tiie Marquis's r^elative^, wiw> . 
law their hopes of iuberitinf fcis poisses-* 
9ron0 in danger of being defeated by thi» 
vew comer ; they, iherefwe, combined all 
their efforts to get the ififant declaned ii-* 
> legitimate^ 9nd foimd m^eans to bring about 
their wtfth^. Thus, by one tjniucky aceir- 
df nf^ w«8 the Marchi.oness deprived of her 
^^uisbandj her reputation, aiKt afHirenfe.'*-^ 
Dnable lo bear a pl5K:e which daily rc*^ 
minded her of her mi&fortunes, she quitted 
Ae idand, and crossed oser to the Conti- 
nent, in hopes, one day or other, of fellin|f 
j^ with her husband, ax^d undeceiving him 
fin the mistake which h^d occasioned hiti 
blind r^g^ AU ber researf^bea,^ however^ 

were* 
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WiCre fruitless, until she arrived in this city^ 
yfhisre she discovered that the Marquis had 
glutted the world, and had founded a con- 
Tept at no grea* distance from Genoa, lA 
which he died about a year before her ar- 
nVaL The Marchioness and her daughter 
l|0ve ressided here ever sii^ee, and I have 
been happy eao^gh to alleviate some of 
those oppressions, which had nearly over-, 
whelmed ithem. As they visited me fre- 
quently, my brother, Jiistiniano, no sooner 
b^ehejd the Marchioness's daughter, than he 
persecuted her so incessantly with his li- 
centious addresses, that they were obliged 
to refrain from coming to my house, and 
even fronr walking publicly in the streets. 
Thfey have changed lodgings repeatedly, 
to avoid him ; and at length finding all his: 
labours fruitless, he has given them a re- 
spite, and they hope that he has entirely for- 
gotten them. You now know my reasoa 
for keeping t^eir residence a secret ; but I 
^lad no i(;lea of excluding those of whose 
prudence I have- the most unequivocal 

proofs^ 
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proofs. If I had not beea sent away so 
suddenly, I should, in all probability^ have 
requested the favour of your Rhodiska: 
and Paulina, to haxe accompanied you, ^ 
and have enlivened, bv their conversation 
and tender sympathy> some of those melan- 
choly hours which they must pass when ,. 
abandonefl to themselves, and reflection, 
upon their cruel destiny 1'* 

. Giovanno J^ad no sooi^^er ended the nar^^ 
rative, tha^n ^ho4iska remarked^ that their 
own inis{p,r,tunes had appeared almost too 
severe to be borne, but that the Marchio- 
ness had suffered considerably mbre, in the 
loss of her husband,, hei* character^ and her 
reputation, which were irretrievable. She- 
expressed the most earnest desire to be in- 
troduced to her, and to contribute every 
thing in her power towards restoring her 
tp her lost peace. Giovanno promised her 
that satisfaction in a day or two, when their 
more urgent affairs should have been placed 
in a train of settlement. 

At 
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At an early hour of the nighty they all rose 
up to retire, that Giovanno might recruit 
himself from the fatigues of his, joui-ney ; 
but be desired Rosomaski to favour him 
with his company for a short time in his 
chamber. When they were alone, Gio- 
vanno entreated his friend to put an end 
to the hopes of the PiombincJs and Gra- 
lifiani of disturbing his happiness, by seal- 
ing it without any further delay. Roso- 
maski replied, that it was the wisb of his 
Rhodiska, as well as himself, that his 
union with their daughter should complete 
their mutual felicity, and tbat he should 
propose it ,to be brought to a conclusion 
on the very next day, if it were the wish 
of his friend. Giovanno embraced Roso- 
maski in raptures, and desired that he would 
endeavour to bring the matter about with 
his wife and daughter, whieh Rosomaski 
promised to do : they then separated ,for 
the night, to reflect on the joys which they 
flattei:ed themselves the succeeding day 
would bring forth. 

GramaoL 



Crrftmasi had remained^ diirifig the ^'whole 
iof that day^ in ^he most stfixioiis expects 

' iiofl of die returo 4>f Guaeco. it ^as neally 
iiuidnight^ biH he had retained ooe of hSs 
domestics with faijn^ in c^se pf his arrival ; 
he was rujainating on the probable cause of 
Ills detention, dreading the recoil of aH 
his stratagelason his own guiky head, and 
-planning «chemes a& desperate as his for«- 
•tone, when he was rmised by a thundcriog 
knock at the Mreet door. 

Gramanj was wondering what £duld be 
the cause of ihis alarm, at. so unusual a& 
fco^ur, when the servant returned, to inform 
httia that a gentleman, a stranger, and appa<- 
ren^ly, from his dress, a foreigner, wanted to 
fipeak with him, on themost urgent business. 
Gramani ordered him to he -introduced; 

* as he entered the room, Gramani earnestly 
regarded his person, and recognised the 
t^elH»own features of his old friend and ac-^ 
quaintance, Dolgorucki. Gramani instantly 
dismissed the servant, and hastily enquired 
the reason of Dolgorucki*s * unexpected 
appearance in Genoa. 

. ^''My 
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'^jyy business here/' replied Dolgo- 
rucki, "vas priiicif^aily to interrufit the 
ajpproaching happiness ^f tJae detesW Ro- 
soi^aski, of syhich you hjave apprized me ; 
aad my jp^rniey h*s jjejCij^qiiaHy fortwate 
for both of us. Giovanoo has been souxe 
hoMrs in Genoa> 9^4 Jtie h^s bee^ im- 
fbrin^d not only pf yojuf gtteq?pt 4<ip^n 
bis person^ b]ut is ^sp acqAjainted with the 
vho]^ history of F(ii^ JohUy gf Domr- 
front/' 

The mo&t violent earthqu^e thai ever 
rent tbiB bowels of the globe, couJd not 
haV^ sf rg^ok 9iore terror ifi to the he^i^ of 
Gramani, thgn the con^lu^it^g fo^t^ "wo^^* 
oC thjis speecb; He ^tarl^ ^p Sjt^ddfnJy^ 
apd*exclaiflaedr^'' Then the d^evil hii^iacjjf 
must have been his informer^ iand my 

''Not so," repMed DoJgorMicW; "but yofir 
old co^r^de, Boccanegra, and yowfervant, 
Guarco, have Ijetrayed all yotir secr^e^ : 
however, I am yoiir frien4> yoM know, aja4 
that i^ enpugli for ypii. Yoij have lost 
• ' deal 
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deal iq Genoa^ but return with me to Po- . 
land^ and you shall play a surer game/' 

'* Before I give you any answer to your 
proposal/' said Gramani^ '' tell me hdw 
you have gained the intelligence which you 
have just given me." 

Dolgorucki then informed him of his 
meeting with Giovanno, and of all their 
adventures till their arrival Vithin the walls 

« 

of Genoa : he then added — " You must 
contrive to put me in possession of the 
Rosomaskis^ and never trouble your heaa 
how aKkirs go in Genoa. AccoAipany 
me to Poland, where you know that I 
have immense possessions, and I will enable 
you to live in splendor, and to avenge 
yourself upon the authors of all your ill 
success-in Italy." 

''lam afraid," replied Gramani, ''that* 
my power to serve you is at an end, since 
I dare not go to Giovanno^'s house, nor. 
even to appear publicly in Genoa again. 
Giovannowill not lose a moment to im- - 
peach me for an attempt to detain the 

person 



I 
/ 



THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. - 69 

- • 

person of an envoy of ^the state? and if he 
should . refrain from doing so> yet I shall 
soon, perhaps to-morrow, have all my cre- 
ditors upon me.. I am gratpful/however, 
for the timely information which you have 
given me of my danger, and am ready to 
lend you all the assistance in my power 
towards furthering your designs, trusting 
to your generosity to fulfil your promises 
in my favour." 

^^That is enough," said Dglgoruckij 

» 

" you know that you may safely rely on 
my word.^ 

'^ At present," said Gramani, " I must' 
secure what property I have, and leave the 
city at break of day. I will conduct you 
to a place of safety,* which is about a league's- 
distance from the city, and there we may 
contrive, and execute what we contrive, ai 
our ease." 

Gramani, aided by his associate Dolgd- 
rucki, began to pack up all the cash, jew-? 
els, and such other property as might be 
easily carried awaj^; an4 so soon as, the 

houn 
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WotUT afff ived at tvliich fhe city gafesr were 
opened in the niorwing, f hey \9thi without 
the waits to alktle obscure tavern, \^^hich was 
kdpf by a mafl who Md formerly ^end^red 
softlfe' sef vice to Grate^tii, and had been rc?- 
oompen^ed by hini with setting' him up ihI 
business; Whilsf bf eakfk&t Wad getting ready 
for theih, they wcfre inventirig schemes to 
get tints Rosomaskis info fheir poWeir. Gr'a- 
mani rightly observed, that as Giovariiio 
returned only the everting before' from a 
public mission, he ^ould be obliged to 
wait upon the Senate that morning ; and 
that if any blow was struck, it should be 
done in the interval of his absence from 
home, as he was of opinion the marriage 
between Giovanno and Paulina wbuld be 
carried into effect on that day. After some 
consideration, Dolgorucki asked Gramani 
if he wa> acquainted with Giovanno's hand- 
writing, and was answered in the affirmative. 
*' Then we shall have no very difficult 
task to perform>" said Dolgorucki : ''write' 
a letter, as from him, to ^ Rosomaski, press-^ 
5 ing 
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ing, him afnxl his wife and daughter tty meet 
him ¥fithout the? city walla This note ca» 
be dispatched by af messenger; who tMy 
watch^ the going* out of Giovairao, and 
then take the bp{)ortanity of delivering' it. 
They will readily fall into the snare, and a 
hackney-coach milst be in waiting to ro^ 
ceive and bring them to usj where we can 
be ready to seize and carry them off again." 
/' Youf plot appears very feasible/' re- 
plied Gramani, whose gloomy fa^e bright- 
encd with a malignant pleasure: ^^ the 
landlord of this house is under^ obligation!^ 
to me, and I can trust to him to deliver the- 
letter which I shall write; but we shall 
want assistance to carry off our prisoners." 

'' Perhaps/' said Dolgorucki, " ttie land- 
lord can recommend a couple of fellows 
to US3 who will be glad to earn twenty or 
thirty crowns." . 

'' We will know that in a' momferit," re- 
plied Gramani, ringing the bell. 

When the landlord appeared, and the 
question had been put to him> he answered, 

that 
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' that there were three persons such as die^ 
wanted, at that moment drinking in the 
kitchen, and asked whether they would wish 
to see them ? 

" Not just yet/' replied Gramani; "but 
give them this crown to drink, and so soon 
as we have finished our breakfast, we will 
speak with them." 

" Very well," said the landlord ; '* you 
know I can depend on them, or I would 
not recommend them to you." 

'' But how," said Gramani to Dolgorucki, 
after the landlord was gone o<it> '' are we 
to carry the Rosomaski so long a journey 
as that into Poland ?" 

" I. have managed every thing of that 
, kind,*' replied Dolgorucki; '^ my berlin 
and people are waiting on the other side 
pf the mountains, and relays of horses are 
ah-eady provided on the road. The only 
difficulty will be to getthe Rosomaskis into 
our power 
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jPhE sun had scarcely peeped above the 
horizon to irradiate our hemisphere, before 
the Rosomaskis qnd Giovanno, who had 
scarcely closed their eyes during his ab- 
sence, rose, as they imagined, to happi- 
ness. Fatal delusion !— Paulina was first 
stirrings and had passed a whole hour at 
the toilette, before Agatha, wTiose breast 
had long been a stranger to those violent 
emotions which disturb repose, and who 
was enjoying- a sound sleep, had opened 
her eyes. Paulina no sooner beard her 
stir, than she cried out — " Oh come hither, 
Agatha, and tell me if I don't look fright- 



ful." 
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'^ No wonder if yon should/' replied 
Agatha, ^' for I am sure that my eyes would 
have sunk mto my head, if I slept no more 
at nights than you do." 

'' It is no time/' said Paulina, pettishly, 
'^ to talk about the cause ; I want to have 
your opinion on the effect." 

''What signifies my opinion?" replied 
Agatha, " since I do not see with my mas- 
ter's eyes. . If you are altered, as they say 
that love is blind, he will not perceive it ; 
and if he should, he, will hot be displeased 
to see that you have fretted for his long 
absence." 

" Nay, but, my good Agatha, do tell me 
what you think?" , * ^ 

''Why, I think," replied Agatha,' ''^that 
you look* handsome enough for a maid now, 
and will appear more so when you area 
bride at night, which I suppose will be the 
case." 

" Psha !" cried Paulina, with a smile and 
a blush, " how came such an idea into 
your head?" 

After 
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After about another hour, passed in a si- 
milar kind of conversation, and the duties 
of the toilette, Paulina was persuaded by 
Agatha that she was fit to make her appear- 
ance, as indeed she was, even on a throne. 

She went to the apartment which her 
parents occupied, where she found her 
mother dressing: ; but her father had been 
summoned an hour before to meet Gio- 
vanno, and hear the conclusion of Sardine's 
confession. This matter was settled just 
as the ladies entered the room, and' the 
breakfast was immediately brought in, be- 
cause Giovanno wanted to wait upoi) the 
Senate. When Giovanno was departed, 
Rosomaski, after some preliminary obser- 
vations on the late intrigues of the Piom- 
binos and Gramani, and the danger of a 
continuance of them, addressed his wife and 
daughter as follows : — y It is now time that 
we defeat the malice of our enemies, and 
render all their future attempts to destroy 
our peace abortive. Giovanno's generosity 

E 2 and 
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and betievolence demand all the return 
which we can make him, and the only one' 
in our power is not to delay that union 
from which he promises himself all his fu- 
ture felicity. I know that my Rhodiska 
wishes for its completion, as anxiously as I, 
or even he himself, can long for it. What 
says my Paulina ? — Can she wish to pro- 
tract the payment of an immense debt of 
gratitude, so long due?'* 

"I hope," replied Paulina, "that my 
heart is no less sensible of gratitude than 
that of my father and mother, or I should 
be unworthy of them." 

" Then this evening," said Rosdmaski, 
rising and embracing her, *^ will fix the 
happiness of all of us. Every thing is pre- 
pared." 

A servant at that moment entered with a 
letter, which he delivered to Rosomaski, 
the contents of which were as follow :— 



« 



My 
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'' MY PEAR ROSOMASKI, 



'' I had not left you ten mi- 
nutes^ before I was apprized that another 
detestable plot was laid to separate us for 
ever: to prevent its succeeding, let me 
intreat you to prevail on your daughter to 
consent to my happiness this very day: I 
have dispatched tliis by a trusty messenger 
in a hackney-coach, which will wait to 
carry yourself, your wife and daughter, 
to a place at some distance from the city, 
where I have ordered all the necessary pre- 
parations to be made, end where 1 will 
hasten to meet you, so soon as I shall have 
dispatched my business with the Senate. 

'^. Paulo Giovanno." 



Rosomaski presented the letter to Rho-^ 
diska, who perused and then gave it to 
her daughter. As the hand-writing, of 
Giovanno was so strictly imitated that they 
entertained no suspicion of its being a 

B 3 forgery. 
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forgery, they instantly got ready, seated 
themselves in the coach, apd soon got 
through the city gates into the country. 

Whilst this unfortunate family were thus 
launching into far greater misfortunes than 
any which they had before experienced, 
Grai;nani was employed in giving to the 
Senate an account of his mission, .which he 
had no sooner ended than he acquainted 
them with Gramaui's .atrocioiis attempt 
against the person of one of their repre- 
sentatives, and with what he had heard of 
his character, which rendered him a dis- 
grace to the .station which he filled., A 
general sentiment of indignation pervaded 
the breasts of the Senators, who immedi- 
ately ordered that Gramani should be taken 
into custody, and seals put on all his papers^ 
' Giovanno Vas no sooner dismissed from the 
Senate, than he hastened home, in the full and 
ardent expectation of a lover, who sees him- ' 
Lclf nearly at the summit of his wishes. He 
. was not a little surprised at the unexpected 
' news of their having ^11 rode out in a hired 

coach; 



THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. • 79 

s 

coach; but he flattered himself that they 
could be only gone to make somie little 
purchases, or preparations for the ensuing 
Occasion. When the dinner was announced, 
he ordered it to be kept back, and messen- 
gers to be dispatched to every corner of 
thecity^'tp find his friends: when night 
came, and the messengers returned without 
success, his agitation was extreme. He 
himself went to give intelligence of this 
affair to the magistrates, and to inform them 
of his apprehensions that some mischief 
had been plotted against his friends. The 
magistrates issued orders for the strictest 
search and investigation to be made; and; 
Gio\anno returned home once more,, 
hoping to find his friends come back during 
his absence — ^but vain were his hopes. That 
night, which he imagined would have 
proved the happiest of his- life, turned out 
the most wretched, and be walked the floor 
during the whole of it, in the most poignant 
despair. Returning day-light only brought 
with it some little relaxation to his pangs, 

E 4 because 
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because it enabled him to set on foot fresh 
enquiries; but that day and the ensuing 
Tijght passed over as the former ones. Not 
the least intelligence could be obtained of > 
theRosoniaskis; and what increased his ap- 
prehensions of some disaster having be- 
fallen them^ was/ that the whole city rung 
with the disappearance of Gramani, to the 
rage and disappointment of bis numerous 
creditors. 

On the third day, Giovanno applied \o 
the Senators, to interrogate the Count del 
Piombino priyately before them, and they 
granted the application ; but the Count 
having heard that Gramani was not to be 
found, after the strictest search, positively 
denied that he had any concern in a know- 
ledge of any plot of Graniani's; and added, 
that he was ready to abide any proof to the 
contrary. As there were no other eviden-? 
ces against the Count, except the confes- 
sions of Guarco, and Sardine, who could 
only say what he had heard from Gramani, 
the. Senate disniissed the Count, upon his 

word 
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ivord of honour, toanswer any grounds of 
accusation which might be afterwards 
found against him : but his guilt did not 
pass wholly unpunished. The joint credi- 
tors of himself and Gramani, as well as all 
those to whom he was indebteii on his own 
account, no sooner heard sdme reports of 
this affair, than they pressed upon him ; and 
though his rank protected his person, yet 
all his possessions were confiscated to their 
use : in the end, he was reduced to live 
upion a small pension, which the Senate 
allowed him, to.avert the disgrace of .one of 
. the noblest families in the state. 

Giovanno was labouring under tfie most 
dreadful paroxysms of rage^ indignation, 
hope, and despair, when it was announced 
to him that a.stranger, who appeared unac- 
quainted with their language, asked for him^ 
by name. Giovannor ordered him torbe- 
instantl}^ admitted, and was ia momentary 
hopes of news from his friends, when he 
hearci himself addressed in thcfiF language^ 
wjbicil Paulina Bad frequently amused heri-^ 

%5k lads' 
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self with teaching him. He had^ indeecF, 
made a suflBcient progress in it, to under* 
stand what was said in general convei'sation^ 
and to make himself compriehended. The 
stranger had no sooner introduced himsetf 
by the tiam<e of Ludowico, whom Giovan- 
DO had so often heard the Rosomaskis 
mention as their most generous and firnn 
friend:, than he seized his hand^ and ex- 
cfaimed — '^Then y<5u bring me news of 
onir common friends ?*' 

" If you mean thi Rosomaskis/* replied; 
^ Ludowico, ^^ I expect to find them here." 

'^ \YQuld to Heaven you could !"\ was aH 
the reply which Giovanno could make. 

" Where are they then ? — What direful 
presages are your looks and words! — What 
new misfortunes have befallen that amiable 
and persecuted family?'^ ' 

Giovarino related the affair, with fre- 
quent interruptions from his own sobs, and 
the. indignant exclamations of Ludowico 
against their persecutors. . Their attach- 
ment tQjhjBir mutual friends soon endeared 

these 
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these two worthy men to each other; and 
they began^ from that time, to plan and 
execute together every design which pro- 
mised success in discovering where th6 
Rosomaskis were concealed: — but every 
one of these proved abortive. 

The coach in which the Rosomaskis left: 
Genoa, had got to the distance , of about 
two leagues when it suddenly stopped; 
bpth the dobrs were thrown open, and 
the ''unfortunate Kosomaski saw himself 
surprised, and treated in the very ss^rae 
ma^nner, and equally unprepared for resist- 
ance, as when he left Cracow. Two ban- 
ditti also seated themselves in the carriage 
with them, enjoined them asimilar silence, 
and ordered the coachman to drive on. — 
When they arrived on the opposite side of 
the mountains, the coach stopped again,, 
and another drew on one ~sidQ of it, intoi 
whicli' these once • more captives were 
obliged to remove; The horror ot Rho- 
diska and Paulina; whose eyes had' not 
Been blindfolded as were Rosomaski's, was 

E;6f Beyond:. 
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beyond description, when, on entering it, 
they immediately recognised the very same 
carnage that had brought them from Cracow 
to Genoa. Their journey took up nearly 
the same time ; tut instead of keeping on 
to Cracow, the coachman -drove into one 
of those immense forests, which then 
skirted the greatest part of Poland. As. 
soon as the coach arrived on the fron- 
tiers of that country, the banditti pro- 
ceeded to blindfold Rhotiiska and Paulina 

also, who made no outcrv or lamentation^. 

It 

that they might not increase the pangs of 
Rosomaski, who, unable to see what was. 
passing, might have suspected the worst. 
It was about eight o'clock in the morning of 
tfte eighth day aftoar their departure froni. 
Genoa, when this second dreadful journey 
drew to an end, and the coach arrived at 
theeatranceof adefile, at the extremity of 
which was situated the horrid abodes which 
were the retreat of these banditti, and in 
which they d^s^igned to make their victims 
eud th^ir miserable exi^teace. This spot 

was 
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^as so extraordinary, as torequire a parti- 

* 

cular description of it. 

On the declivity of one of the Carpa- 
thian mountains^ which stood at a very small 
distance from the emhoiu. hnre of the sub*- 
terranean which Rosomaski had blocked 
up by thick walls, there was a narrow defile, 
bordered on all sides by several rugged 
rocks, which, sometimes terminating in 
elevated points, and at others inclining 
their monstrous masses towards each, other, 
till they formed an arch, concealed from 
the eye a hollow road, which the lighf,of 
day only illumined at slight intervals. This, 
road was full of bogs and swamps, in which 
an adventurous explorer, who was unac- 
quainted with their situation, would be 
inevitably ingulphed;. it was known only 
to banditti, and cpuld'serve only their pur- 
•posel9^ It was terminated by a wide and 
deep brook, which it was impossible to 
ford^ but which the banditti crossed over 
by means of a moveable bridge, which 
turned roundel and entirely disappeared 

behind 
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behind a rock when it was not used. A 
little beyond this rivulet, there was an open- 
ing of about twenty feet diameter, which 
led to some subterranean abysses ; these 
contained a Vast mine of salt^ which the 
bowels of the Carpathian mountains con- 
cealed, and which appear to have been de- 
posited there from time immemorial by 
the residence of the sea. When the mine 
oh that side of the mountains had been- 
exhausted, they followed the veins, which; 
branched off to an immense distance. At 
the epoch when Rosomaski Became the 
proprietor of the Castle' of Vistulof, many 
ages had elapsed' since they had exhausted 
all the reservoirs of salt which had existed 
in the Carpathian mountains, to the dis- 
tance of four leagues from Cracow ; so 
that this mine was no longer wrought but 
for several leagues round the village of 
Wielitska, from which the salt-works are at^- 
present denorairtdted the salt m^ines of 
Wielitska. 'Of this grand phenomenon of 
natural history, it will be also proper to 

give 
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give the following short sketch, to enable 
those who may be unacquainted with it, 
to penetrate into the dark scenes which the 
unfortunate Rosomaskis \yere vet doomed 
to go through 

The mines of Wielitska are remarkably 
profound, as may be supposed from their 
having been wrought previously to and 
ever since the year 1252. The kingdom 
of Poland formerly drew one of the chief ' 
sources of its revenue from them ; but 
since the partition of that unhappy coun- 
try, they now. belong to that share which 
belongs to the House of Austria. After 
having obtained from the counsellor of 
the mines permission, in writing, to visit 
tliem, it is to^ be delivered to the centinel, 
who makes the visitant write down on a 
register, his name, quality, and country ;- — 
aJter those forms are gone through, he re- 
ceives and. puts on the habit of a miner, 
which is a coarse woollen frock, to keep off 
the saline dust from* his cloaths. One of 

* 

the miners receiver att orde? to conduct. 
5 The 
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The descent is performed by means of a 
cable attached to a wheel, which a horse 
turns roimd at the mouth of the mine : he 
arrives at the first stage by a tunnel, a sort 
of well, eight feet square, whose per-- 
pendicular, from the bottom to the top, is 
about one thousand fect^ The four sides 
of the tunnel are. lined with strong planks; 
to hinder tl\e falling, in. of the soil, which 
would otherwise infallibly be the case, as 
the greatest part is only a fine round sand^. 
of a white or yellowish red colour. Under 
this sand, which generally prevails through- 
out Poland, is an argillaceous earth, very 
friable^ and commonly of the colour of the 
rust of iron, intersected at intervals lyjf 
beds, three or four inches thick, of-^stpne, 
which is a true calcareous spath, thin and 
leaved like slate. ' 

The manner in which the descent ig per- 
formed is ingenious, and free from all 
danger : they form knotsin the great cable 
at certain distances, through which are 
pa;5sed strong staves^ oh. which the per&oa 

seata- 
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seats himself, and is held on by a girth 
passed under his seat; there is also another 
girth behind his back, and by holding the 
rope with his hands, he is supported evety 
^ayl One or two miners always accom- 
pany the visitors, and hold sticks in their 
hands, to keep the motion of the descent 
steady, and to prevent their swinging 
against the sides of the tunnel. The only 
danger which can possibly attend this mode 
of descent, is the insufficiency of the cable; 
which is always carefully inspected, as there 
are frequently no less than twenty, never 
thirty, persons, all attached to and sus- 
pended by it at once. The descent is very 
slow^ and made in total darkness ; so that 
to a person unaccustomed to this kind of 
riding, and to such a road, it seems as if 
lie was entering into the regions of dark- 
ness. 

From the first stage to the lower ones, 
the descent is made by wooden steps, nine 
or ten feet wide. At about two hundred 
feet from tl\e mouth, in the descent to the 

first 
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first stage, there is a curious piece of ar- 
chitecture/ executed in mass of salt^ and 
forming a chapel, which never fails to ex- 
cite attention : it is dedicated to St. An- 
thony, and is about thirty feet long, by 
twenty-four in breadth^ and eighteen in 
height. Not only the steps of the iltar, 
but the altar itself, all the columns which 
ornament and support the roof, the cruci- 
fixes and statues, are of the same substance* 
On the left hand, at. entering, is a statue 
of the natural size, representing Sigis- 
mund, formed of a very transparent salt: 
there are also, at no great distances, two 
other chapels ; the one dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, and the other to St. John.*: — 
They say mass in those chapels on certain 
days of the year, in commemoration of 
some phenomena) which have anciently 
happened in those mines. 

When arrived at the bottom, the miner- 
presents the visitor with a small lighted 
lamp, and conducts him through the dark 
regions to the place where the labourers 

arc 
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are at work. If left to himself, he would 
be in danger of losing himself in the mul- 
titude of subterraneous roads, galleries, 
or streets, which intersect each other, and 
form a Sort of very intricate labyrinths — 
This precaution is now the more pecessary, 
because^ since the House of Austria has 
been in possession of this , treasure, the 
' officers of the mines have been strictly or-/ 
dered n.ot to communicate in future any 
plan of the mines. Although the fact has 
not been yet ascertained, yet there is every 
reason to believe, that these immense 
mines communicate with those of Bothnia, 
(a town about five miles to the east of 
Wieliti^a) where they dig thesanqie kmd 
of salt. 

The mines of .Wiclitska are commonly 
wrought by twelve hundred, and sometimes 
two thousand, men. In the work season, 
it may be Penned a subterraneous rejlublic, 
which has its laws, its police, and its chiefs/ 
There are about eighty horses employed 
iq/the mines: th^se animals are fed there, 

and 
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and never leave them but when they are 
past labour: all tfie^e hoi'ses lose their 
sight in a very short space after they are 
brought thither. Each miner has a hut, 
which is a square cell, excavated in the 
salt on each side' of the galleries, and closed 
with a wooden door : it serves him as a 
depositary for his working implements in 
the jevening, before h6 leaves the mines. 

When these mines were first worked, the 
labour was performed by persons ^ho 
wefe condemned to it, and who were de- 
tained there; their wives accompanied 
them, and their children were born and 
educated there, as in any. school. At pre- 
sent the miners may quit them wjienever 
they please : they descend and ascend by 
means of ladders, which ^ communicate 
from the mouth of the mine to its \ery 
bottom. If they were obliged to make use 
of the cable, two hours would not b^ suf- 
ficient for so great a number of laboureinj. 

The arches of these subterraneans are 
supported by columns or pillars, cut out of 

the 
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the salt^ and cased^ as well as the galleries^ 
with thick platiks, strongly jointed to each 
other. The quantity of wood employed 
to support the galleries, is immense. 
The light of the lamps which illumine this 
dark abode, is singularly reflected ih those 
places which have been recently excavated ; 
for there are some parts quite obscured 
by the vapours of the lamps, whilst others 
maintain a superb brilliancy. A brook 
which flows over a bed of argillaceous 
sancL of about three feet and a half in thick- 
ness, runs into one of the galleries, and 
retains nothing of the saline particles : it 
is perfectly tasteless and fresh, and serves 
both the labourers and the horses : but the 
water which filtrates through the arches 
produces brilliant stalactites, which remain 
suspended there ; and by means of wooden 
troughs, it is collected into a common 
reservoir, which they empty . with large, 
pails, framed of bullocks hides, at an 
opening destined for that use alone. — 
When this water leaves the mine, it 

flows 
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flows into the river Vistula. Since the 
year 1724, the great scarcity of wood has 
'put a stop to the evaporation of this saline 
water, which was practised till that time. 

The salt is found in these mines, in a 
continued mass of a prodigious size, and 
in an almpst inexhaustible quantity : its 
colour is of a greyish white ; that which 
IS transparent is of a regular texture, with- 
out colour, and in isolated cubes: it is 
found in beds of clay. All the ornaments 
of the mine, as tables, seats, &c. are fiamed 
of the salt.^ When they begin to work, 
the overseer marks out the length and 
breadth of the blocks which are to be de- 
tached from the mass ; then the workmen, 
with wedges, pickaxes^ and other instru- 
ments, set to work and loosen the blocks, 
which form square prisms of seven or 
eight feet in length, by four in breadth, 
and two in thickness ; they call these bldrcks 
Batawsjnes ; there have been some instan- 
ces where they have been forty-eight feet 

io 
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in length. Sometimes the labourers roll 
these blocks on ^vooden cylinders to the 
general depot, near the funnel at the first 
stage. The road to it is by a plane, gently 
inclined, framed in a zigzag coulee through 
the mines, fgr the service of the three 
lower stages. Sledges, laden with hogsheads 
full of the small pieces of salt, are drawn 
on this inclined plane to the magazine, by 
horses ; another . very strong ma:chine, 
moved by horses at the mouth of the fun- 
nel, draws up th^e blocks and hogsheads 
of salt. It is computed> that, one year 
with another, these mines prod^uce ^nearly 
six hundred thousand quintals of. fossil 
gem salt, which is afterwards ground intd 
. coarse powder;* and distributed throughout 
the kingdom. These subterraneans are so 
. extensive, that the miners assert that fif- 
teen days would not be more than sufficient 
to explore them. What is Very remark- 
able is, that these subterraneans are per- 
fectly dry,, without the least vapour or 

damp. 

In 
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In one exhausted branch of these famous 
mines, the existence of which was only 
handed down by tradition, the unfortunate 
Rosomaskis were doomed to end their mi*^ 
serable lives. Unfortunately, this tradition, 
which had been preserved by some ancient 
naturalist, fell under the observation of 
the "implacable enemy of the Rosomaskis. 
The catastrophe will discover with what 
perfidious address he had made use of it, 
to weave a tissue of the most complicated 
ipisfortunes for that interesting family, 
which could only have been invented by 
the dem<^n of mischief. 

Over the mouth of the funnel or shaft of 
this subterranean, was a strong windlass, 
which turned an enormous rope ; one end 
of which supported in the air a platform 
formed of planks, whose diameter was 
about eighteen feet. The other end of 
the rojpe was fixed at the bottom of the ^ 
shaft, which was not less than eight hundred 
feet deep, and which served as an entrance 
to immense caverns. The mechanism 

which 
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which served to raise or lower this plat- 
form, woiUd have merited praise, if it had 
not been employed in favouring such com- 
plicated crimes. At the bottom of this 
abyss, there had . been constructed a ma- 
chine with wheels, which, when put in 
motion by two horses, sufficed to perform 
the movement of the platform either up 
or down. If one or more of the emissaries 
of Rosomaski's enemy wanted to descend, 
they dropped down the ^ shaft a medal of 
copper, with which they had been furnished 
for that purpose ; so soon as the signal was 
perceived, the workmen who Conducted 
the machine at the bottom, set the horses 
to work, , and .gave a rotary motion to 
the great wheel, which raised or let down 
the platform. 

The carriage had stopped in the middle 
of the defile nearly an hour ; during which 
iriterval one of the brigands had hastened 
forwards to the mouth of the shaft. Having 
dropped the signal of his wanting to de- 
scend, he mounted on the platform, and 

VOL. IV. F was 
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was soon lost sight of. At the end of an 
hour he ascended^ having brought up with 
him evei-y thing which had been judged 
necessary to pass the intended deception 
on their unhappy victims: when he re- 
turned, the carriage w^nt forwards. When 
it arrived at the mouth of the funnel, one 
of the banditti who were on the inside^ 
alighted to second the manoeuvres of his 
^accomplices. .'The coachman dismounted, 
and guided the coach and the horses oil the 
platform, which balanced slightly to and 
fro. When the planks, of which the plat- 
form was composed, resounded under the 
feet of the horses, the Rosoraaskis, whose 
eyes were covered with a bandage, did not 
doubt that the carriage had entered into a 
ferrv-boat, to pass over some lake or river. 
To keep up this delusion^ which. had been 
foreseen, the banditti imitated the effects 
of oars on the water, by stirring with a 
kind of wooden spade, two tuns filled with 
water, which had been placed on the plat- 
form for that purpose. But, as the creaking 

of 
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of the macWtiery under this eiiormous 
weight might have made the three captivtsi 
doubt of tjtieir being in aboat, the banditti^ 
Co drowti the noise'-which they could' not 
prrvient, began to xoar out some baccbana- 

* 

lian songs. 

Tlie brutal gaiety of (those wretches couW 
not fail io increase the sadness and terror 
of their victims. Deep-fetched sighs and 
plaintive exclaniations often escaped them; 
but the satelUte who remained >\ith them 
in the carriage^ instantly reduced them to 
silence by the most insulting threats. They 
. did not perceive tha:t chillness which usu- 
ally seizes those who are descending into 
deep subtenraneans ; for though the winteir 
had begun to exercise its rigour, yet these 
caverns were of the number of those 
which were milder during that season than 
the summer. The little humidity which 
existed in Ithe atmosphere, was attributed 
to the vapours which exhaled from the 
wtiter. 

When the platform touched the ground, 

F 2 the • 
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the coachman re-ascended his haxj and 
drove on. Several men, holding torches, 
marched before the carriage, which pro- 
ceeded, with a slow and tedious pace, to 
the middle of a subterraneous street, ty^enty 
feet wide, and arched over at the height of 
sixty feet* After having travelled about 
half an hour, the horses stopped again; 
one of the doors of the carriage was open- 
ed, and two men laid hold of Rosqmaski^ 
and dragged him away, in spite of the )ieart- 
vending cries of Rhodiska, who nearly 
fainted. Immediately afterwards, they 
seized both her and her daughter, and 
made them alight: all the captives were 
plunged into a state of dreadful suspense, 
in expectation that their last hour was ar- 
rived. Their guards conducted them into 
a hall of twenty feet square, ovhose floor, 
wallSi and cieling, were covered with mats; 
it w$s furnished with chairs and other ar- 
ticles of rude workmanship, also covered 
with the same materials, and lighted By 
several lamps. ^ 

Such 



THE IKVISIBLB ENEMY. 



lOI 



Such was the place where the unfortu- 
nate Rosomaskis were chained to separate 
benches. Scarcely were they seated before 
the bandages were loosened from their 
eyes, which having been for some time 
shut to the daylight, could with great 
difficulty support for some minutes the 
Irght of the lamps suspended round the 
ball. At length their sight cleared up,^ 
and the first object which struck them wa» 
the detested Lakframco ! 



CHAP. V. 



Mm 



At this fatal sight, Ro;somaski and Rho* 
diska felt all their blood retire to their 
hearts/whilst Paulijia, who witnessed their 

F S agitations. 
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agitations^ bnt was ignorairt of Ihe cause 
of them, read in their cottQtenances. all the 
omen& of a speedy annihilatioii ; the seasa-* 
tioos of the whole groupe of the Roaomaslds 
were » mixture of surprise^ indignaticm, 
rage, grief, and horror. The African tra«- 
YcHer is not more terrified at seeing before 
bim a fnrious tyger^ which, some moments 
before, he had stretched out on the ground, 
and imaigtned he bad no longer to dread.^ 
than were Rosomaski axid Rhodiska al be^ 
holding the hated person, whom they had 
long since thought buried in the waters of 
the Vistula, At length Rosomaski, collect- 
ing all his strength, exclarmed-^ 

•*^ Monster! the caprice of the waters 
has then deceived the just fury which armed 
me against thee !— -My greatest grief is at 
not having succeeded in ridding the world 
ofsucira' })est to it. Thy vengeance has 
already commenced ; finish it at a blow; 
bwtlc^t it be only levelled against myself ! 
Spare my Rhodiska,^andher tender daugh- 
ter." 

" Dear 
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*^Dear Rosomaskit" said Rhodislia, in- 
terrupting him, "cease this language, which 
can be of no other use than to irritate hiia 
tfce more against yoi* : be not so prodigal 
af your Kfe, which is more precious to.me 
than mine own. It is I alone who oi»ght 
to meet his vengeance.'* 

During this debate^ Lanfraneo looked at 
tbem with a smile ofcoM-bloocted cruelty^ 
and with the air of a wretch who, a53ure4 
of impunity, contemplates his defenceless 
Yictixns abandoned to his'sanguinary ra?^e. 
He soon broke silence; but before relating* 
-what he said, it may not be amiss to sketch 
"the portrait of this malicious fiend. He 
. was of the same age as Rosomaski ; of a 
middle stature; a. hard and iH-favoured^ 
countenance ; eye-brows, black, thick, and 
joined together; a- large nose; a dark 
complexion, and* a malicious smile, which 
gave his physiognomy an utklerhand'ex-' 
pression, although his features were not 
without regularity. Altogether, his fi^gure" 
was such as a skilful painter would design^ 

• e4. if" 
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if he wished to pourtray perfidy. He ad- 
dressed his captives in these words: 

"I confess, Rosbmaski, that my appear- 
ance must be a terrible blow .to you, and 
the bitterness which you suffer at seeing 
me safe and sound, affords me some re- 
venge. I ought not to seek to add any. 
thing to the persecutions which I have 
already raised against you, and I now yield 
to -shew you some generosity; but I must 
condemn you to hear 1>y what happy, 
event I escaped that death to which you 
consigned me. 

'* When yoo threw me over the bridge - 
into the Vistula, although I was previausly 
stunned by the empty pistol which you 
threw ^t me, yet the freshness of the water 
soon, brought me to my senses. The desire 
of saving myself from death lent me new 
strength, and I retained sufficient presence 
of mind to endeavour to get cut of the 
current, which was hurrying me rapidly 
along. By the light of the moon, which, 
as you may remember, was uncommonly 

bright 
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bright that night, I, after having beeti car-- 
ried to a great distance, perceived a small 
boat, but could see no person in it. I ex-^ 
erted, alTmy remaining strength to reach it, 
and succeeded ; I climbed over its side, and', 
instantiv fell down exhausted. I know r*at 
how long I remained" in that situation, but 
• "when I recovered my senses,* I beheld the 
open air aboveme, and then looked rotmd to* 
see my strange habitation. If was some time 
before I recovered mv recollection of what 
had passed, and I rose up to see where I 
was, but to my grief I discovered ' that 

s 

either by my exertions to get inta the- 
boat, or by the rapidity of the current, she 
had. drifted, and was then going at a great, 
rate down the river. There were fio oars 
to steer my course, and I supposed that the- 
bfoatmien, when they had left it at anchor;, 
had taken tl^m aWay to secure them during.. 
the night. After some reflectioRj I put out: 
rfy. hands on. one side, aiid m:ule use of 
thejn as a feeble ^ubstftute for an oar,, to. 
turn the head of the boat towai-ds the: 

1 5 opposite 
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opposite shore. I succeeded, after much 
exertion, to turn the* boat broad ide 
to the current, but meeting with some ob- 
stacle in that situation,. the boat instantly 
upset, filled- with water, and sunk. I was 
again set to swimming, and atlength reached 
the shore^ when despair had almost closed 
ray eyes in death : I hastened to a secure 
place, and instantly fell down again into a 
state of insensibility. ' I was luckily dis- 
covered by a cottager who was corning to* 
the river side, with a cart to carry gravel 
to the highway. He humanely neglected 
his business to assist me ; placed me, still 
senseless, on his cart, and drove me to his 
cottage. 

"When If again came to myself, I found 
I was lying on hi^ bed, and was no less sur- 
prised at this novel situation than I had 
been before at finding myself in the boat. 
Not to trouble you with the tedious details, 
of my recovery from my fatigues, I shall pass. 
on to my return to Cracow, which was not 
tiUlh^ seventh day after the trial between' 

11% 
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«s, which then elated you with so much 
joy, but which has since proved a fruitful 
STource of misfortunes to you. I had taken 
the precaution to enfer the city in disguise, 
that if, as I imagined it would be, and was 
really the case, you believed me dead, I 
might make the vengeance which I medi- 
tated fall upon you more surety and un- 
expectedly. Td'fceep you in your error, 
I quitted Poland, and retired to Venice; 
where, having sefcured all the property 
which my fafh^ had saved, and which was 
considerable, I entered into partt\ership 
with a person who was about to fit out" 
a stout privateer to cruize against th? 
Mahommedan coi-sairs. The cniize wa», 
a most fortunate* one, for the privateer^ 
captured a fine vessel, in which was the 
daughter of the Dey of Tetuan, wha had 
embarked on a pilgrimage to Mecca, in 
consequence of a vow which she had made* 
to Iheir prophet to that effect; during^' 
dangerous ifit of sickness. Her father had. 
been lo4h to buffer her to undertake the 

F 6 voyag^^. 
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voyaj}je, but the^vow was so sacred, that no. 
Mahommedan dared to break or impede 
the execution of it. As sh^ was attended 
by several ladies of the first distinction, 
they had a considerable quantity df jewels 
vrith them ; these, with their ransom, for 
"we made the' Dey acquainted with thejr 
situation, produced my partner and myself 
an immense booty. As we had to send to 
Tetuan, and wait for the Dev's answer, a 

r 

considerable time elapsed before the matter 
^as settled. Five years hai run their 
course since I Quitted Cracow, and I now 
began to. settle my affairs in Venice, and 
\o think of returning to satiate my revenge, 
which had never for a moment ceased to 
gnaw my heart ; my hatred to you ex- 
• tended to all the objects of your affection. 
The phrenisied love which I had borne to- 
wards Rhodiska was turned to Jiatred ; 
her charms had entirely lost their former, 
ascendancy over me, and I no longer re- 
membered but her insulting contempt: X 
wished ta have been able, at the same 

instant. 
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instant, to have annihilated you both, and 
to have trahrpled under foot the detested 
fruit of your union. 

'/ I had long been acquainted with the 
existence of the subterranean, which com- 
municated with the cavernj^ of the Cajjtie of 
Vistulof, and I was icioiced at findins: that 
Dorothea and Zokalef had removed thither, 
and were still in your service. It was the 
former who decoyed Rhbdiska into the 
tower at Dorbalec, when . she was carried 
ofTby my emissaries, tlirough theaperture 
which had been perforated by the latter. — 
As they had already so well served me- for 
my gold, I made no doubt but they would* 
rejoice to be in my pay, now that I could, 
throw away ^-old with both hands: I was 
ijot deceived. They introduced me; and 
two of my agents, during that nr^ht, in 
which, but for the timely assistance of your 
friend Ludowico, I should have sacrificed? 
you all.- Having failed in that design, I 
cha^nged my batteries, and resolved not to: 
sbortea the. days cd my enemies, but tdj 

prolong 
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prolong their torments. You may now be 
certain that I alone contrived the affairs of 
Mr. Vendost and of Thcresia ; the flighf 
and rescue of Dorothea and Zokalef ; the 
ravishment of your son ; your separation 
from your beloved friends at Cracow ; the 
truel -suspicions which Dorothea's letter' 
' •ccasioned you of the treachery of Ludo— 
wico ; " 

" Ah, my friend is then pure !*^ cried' 
Sosomaski; "morh-injuredLudowico, for* 
give me ! — 1 know if you are living yott 
wiH 2*venge me !" 

This unexpected exclamation, and una- 
bated confidence of Rosomaski, that Lu-' 
dowiro would avenge him, recalled to LaH'-^ * 
franco's mind aH the horror of his dream, 
^hich had never been erased from his 
memory. He was agitated; but he endea- 
voured to conceal his emotions, and con-^ 
tioued thus : — 

'*' I have now brotrght you. bitiier,^ to se- 
parate you from your new friends in Genoa^ 
(for £have constantly had sny spies about ^ 
6 jou^ 
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you, who regularly informed me of every 
sfep you took) and filled up the measure of 
your sufferings, I am now satisfied; you 
are at present two hundred leagues from 
the Castle of Vistulof, in one of the sub- 
terranean caverns of a superb castle, which 
belongs to me, at a small distance from the 
lake of .Guarda. I have caused you to be 
brought hither, to render ypu an eye- 
wtness of the joy with which the specta- 
cle of your grief fntoxicates me, and to 
convince you that the lives of youi'self 
and family are in my hands. But take cou- 
rage ; my vengeance is glutted ; let Rho- 
diska and her daughter cease to tremble. 
If they and you conduct yourselves in a. 
proper mariner, you will have reason ta 
applaud yourselves for it, as I' shall restore 
you to liberty." 

Can it be possible.'*'* cried Rhodiska; 
are these hopes only held out to us ta> 
wound OS still deeper wirfu disappoint- » 
ment?*' 

•* Madam/* 
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" Madam/' continued Lanfrancp, ''calm . 
your mind, and dry up your tears.; I will 
convince you that I am not so b^rbarour. 
as you suppose me to be ; I am going to 
leave vou for some days, but I have giveni 
orders that all your wants sliall be provided 
for ; I wish you all three to banish your ' 
fears, and to give yourselves up to pleasing 
hopes.** 

. Lanfranco then withdrew; and in a few 
minutes after, two ser\'ants. brought in a 
table, covgred with refreshments. They 
freed the three prisoners from the cords . 
ivhieh fasteneil them to the benches, and 
retired. As soon as Rosomaski saw himself 
at liberty, he rushed towards the door, hot 
%vai5 prevented from passing it by two ' 
guards, with fixed bayonets; he returned 
and seated himself -between Rhodifika and 
Pauliiw. He wanted nourishment, and he 
ate ; Rhodi&ka and Paulina followed his^ 
example. The two servants re-appeared, 
prepared two beds, and informed them, 
that their repose woirivl not be interrupted. 
They then withdrew again. 

la 
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In such a state of perplexity, how could 
the Rosomaskis think of sleeping ? — though 
during eleven revolutions of the earth 
they had not been on a bed; though a. 
large clock, the only ornament of this sub- 
terranean, had announced one in the morn- 
ing, they refused to give themselves up to 
sleep. Rosomaski had too much reason to 
fear the intentions of Lanfranco, and he 
trembled lest his moderation should only 
be dissembled. 

" Alas !*• said he to Rhodiska, ''in vain 
do I seek to lull myself with hopes; the 
fate which awaits us is but too easily to be> 
seen ; we are all three destined to perish 
together. The monster thirsts for our 
blood ; have you remarked his wild looks 
and perfidious grin } — so savage a heart 
does not so soon return to sentiments of 
humanity." 

"Dear Rosarnaski,*'* replied Rhodiska^ 
*' why do you nourish such fatal ideas ? — 
Is it not time that Lanfranco should cease 
to drink our tears ? — Has be not Caused us 

to. 
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to shed enough ? — Wh^t Hatred would not 
be assuasfcd bv the 3n*j\x\sh which he has 
made \» suffer? — ^The most unboitiKtedl 
fury relents, when it no longer meets with 
any resistance. He gives us hopes of being 
restored to liberty^ and it does not seem to 
me impossible that he may realize them. — 
But^ perhaps, he expects that we should 
claiin his promise ; oftentimes^ to induce a 
bad man to do a generous action, it is only 
necessary to appear to think kim capable 
of it. I have proved to you, in more that* 
one instance, that I da not wait^t coarage; 
but of what use is it to be courageous witH^ 
Out arms to defehd myself? — Can I be 

accused. of pusitlanimitVi if I seek to bend 
this barbarian ? — By braving brm>. I rnik 
the rfek rf losing for ever my husband,, 
my daughter, and my son, who has^ been 
so unexpectedly restored. My own safety 
is what r regard the least; you know that 
I would give my life a hundred times, to' 
save those who are far dearer to me. Per-'* 
haps some words might serve to tame this. 
tiger." . , ^ 

"It 
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'^ If I might venture to give aa Qpinian," 
said Paulina^ " I approve of your ideas ; 
when resi&lanee is impossibl«^ it is best to 
endeavour to disarm one'& enemy. My 
mother's prayers may yet have sufficient 
power over Lanfranc6 \o induce him to . 
set us free ; at leasts we can be ho ^orse 
for'lbe trial." \ . 

" My Rbodiska knoiws very little of the 
buman Iieart/- replied RosQmaskij '' if she 
Gftn.imagjfne that Lanfraoco> mastei* of our 
fete^ can treat us with any moderations 
but whatever may be hi^ secret intentions,, 
jou, will never see me humble myself be- 
fore him^ He miay sacrifit:e me; I will 
never stoop so low as to beg my life fronts 
ktm. ft ia va}» to address the most moving 
prayer^ to Lanfranco; they wi)uld onl;f 
, fill his heart with a ferocious joy ; wa 
sisrould not the less undergo the fate whicb 
awaits us/* 

'' Then it is all over with u%" cried Rho* 
disfca, throwing her arms round Rosorras- ^ 
kiVttieck; ^^ our death is certain, itf yo^u 

presage 
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presage aright; every instant may be the 
last of our career. Well, whilst I vet hold 
you in my arms, let me bid you a last 
adieu ! — The days which I have passed with . 
you have been often poisoned by cruel 
pangs>; but they have been mingled with 
such soft delight, that my memory has 
preserved only the traces of the pleasures. 
A motive of consolation hasjust moderated 
my grief; I figure to myself that human 
force can never break the chain qf two. 
hearts united as oui-s, atid that the union of 
our souls is immortal/' 
* At these words, Rosoraaski could not 
refrain from being dissolved into tender-* 
ness. His quivering lips could not bring 
forth a sound ; but he clasped Rhddiska to 
his heart, as he exhaled the most profound 
sighs. Paulina was no less aflfbcted at this 
pathetic scene ; and bursting into a flood 
of tears, she ran to divide their embraces. 
These sallies of tenderness were often re- 
peated, till, tired with weeping and groan- 
ing, -they all three remained motionless 

and 
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and silent, holding each other by the hand. 
ITieir excessive alarms did not permit them 
to sob, whilst their despondency prevented 
them from continuing their discourse. The 
return of morning found them in the same 
attitude. 

The two servants then entered the room, 
and after they had replenished the dying 
lamps, they placed before them an _elegant 
repast. When they had finished eating, 
the servants brought them linen and, chan- 
ges of cloaths, and seemed uncommonly 
attentive to anticipate all their wants.— r- 
After all, they placed on the table pens, 
ink, paper, and some books, as if their mas- 
ter wished to offer those wretched captives 
some objects to distract their grief. . They 
were, however, little inclined to give them- 
selves up to such employments: per- 
suaded that they had very little time to live 
together, it seemed, by their impatience, 
as if they dreaded lest a single moment 
should be lost to their mutual endearments. 

When the clock bad sounded two hours 

after 



116 THE IKn-fSIBLB fiNVAfT. 

• 

after noon, the two servants served up a 
plentiful and choice dinner^ asd show^ 
them the same marked attentions as during 
breakfast-time* • The three captives knew 
not what to think of such conduct ; though 
the ferocity of Lan franco appeared to 
them to have been softened, yet they were 
not sufikiently tranquillized to be able to 
enjoy sleep, and they passed another wake- 
ful night. 

The next day, Lanfranco made his ap- 
pearance at the door of the hall, and said 
to them—" Courage, banish your alarms; 
yorirr lives are not my aim/' — ^Rhodiska was 

« 

preparing to entreat him to set them at li- 
berty, but he instantly disappeared. 

/^ Dear Rosomaski/* said she, '' you see 
tl^t we never ought to^ give ourselves up 
to despair. Without doubt, the heart of 
Lanfranco has opened itself to more htt- 
mane sentiments : satiated with vengeance, 
he must be weary of tyrannizing over un- 
fortimate persons, whom-, in spite of his 
rage, he cannot help esteeming. I em- 
. brace. 
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brace, with transport, the hope of seeing - 
y<»i free, and of soon possessing our 
young Ladidaus; do yo<u also endeavour 
to adopt my ideas of the sub}e<% which are 
more consoling* than your own/' 

The calmness of Rhodiska at length be- 
gan to produce a similar effect on Roso- 
maski. The following night he ventured 
to sleep, and Rhodiska and Paulina followed 
his example: slumber had been so long a 
stranger to them, that they all enjoyed a 
sound and undisturbed repose, which some- 
what re-established their exhausted strength. 
When they awoke, they found themselves 
refreshed, and more tranquil. Rhodiska 
began to prepare a letter to Lan franco. — 
She. in treated hira, with a noble dignity, 
no longer to prolong her own punish- 
ment, and that of the objects of her dear- 
est attachment. Whilst she was writing, 
Rosomaski traversed the hall with ha^ 
strides, muttering some inarticulate sounds, 
and lifting up his hands and eyes towards 
Heaven. As for Paulina, she cast bercyes 

on 



120 THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 

• 

on a book, but she was secretly employed 
in fervent ejaculations. When Rhodiska 
had finished her letter, she read it to Roso- 
mask), who cOuld not but. admire the ad- 
dress with which she had contrived to ally 
dignified sentiments to the language of 
solicitation and sensibility: her epistle 
would have been capable of moving any 
but the.most obdurate and callous heart, 
and of awakening sentiments of generosity 
in a souJ the most «rreedv of the ferocious 
.enjoyment of vengeance. Rhodiska charged 
one of the servants to deliver her message 
to Lanfranco ; she was in^ hopes that he 
\vould not delay to show himself; but that 
day and the next passed over without his 
making his appearance. 

At length, Lanfranco entered thci hall, 
accompanied by four satellites. *' Madam,** 
said he, " I have given you time to recover 
your sunk spirits ; now I am going to en- 
,ter into an explanation with you, and to 
give you an answer to your letter: but 
what I have to say to you is so important, 

. that 
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that I am constrained to remove from you, for 
a little time, your husband and daughter/' 

" Why/' replied Rhodiska, "all this se- 
crecy, which^fills me with terror ?'* 

'* Be not alarmed/' said LanfrancOj '*^ they 
will come to no4iarm." 

" Preserve me. Heaven !" ejaculated 
Rhodiska; '' what can he want with me?-— 
they drag- my husband and daughter away 
from me; what will become of them ?" 

In an ecstacy of grief, she threw herself 
before the satellites who had seized Roso- 
maski and ^Ihodiska, and were carrying 
them away ; but Lanfranco stopped her; she 
consumed herself in vaiil struggles ; she 
gave a loud cry, land fell into his arms, 
repeating the name of Rosomaski. 

Lanfranco, assisted by the two servants, 
replaced her on the seat whence she had 
just risen, and gave her what assistance her 
situation required. As soon as she began' 
to give signs of returning sensibility, he 
quitted the hall, lest the sight of the author 
of so much violence should cause her to 
relapse. 

VOL. IV. G Rhodiska 
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Rhodiska opened her eyes, but not be- 
holding her husband and daughter, she 
dissolved into tears, and cried out — '^Alasl 

• 

where are they ?— rthe cruel Lanfranco at 
this ipstanit perhaps makes them suffer a 
thousand torments ; I kn^w not if «ver J 
shall see them again. Oh my distracted 
heart!" 

She was. interrupted by the two servants, 
who had placed on the table the evening's 
repast; she asked them news of Rospmaski 
and Paulina, but they made her no reply ; 
and their silence augmented her perplexity. 
She refused every kind of nourishment : 
the hour of rest arrived, but Rhodiska was 
too wretched to be able to close her eye3 
for ah instant. She passed a most horrible 
night. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



JL HE next day, Lanfranco again offered 
himself to her view ; he accosted her with 
a gentle and half smiling countenance.^— 
" Charming Rhodiska/' said be, /' cease to 
look upon me with terror; entertain a 
more favourable opinion of' me ; I am 
ready to grant whatever you have required 
from me/* 

'' Well, then/' replied Rhodiska, " re- 
store to my panting heart my husband and 
my daughter ; set us all three at liberty : 
are you not yet tired of tyrannizing over 
your victims?" 

^^ I aspire only to confound you by ray 

G 2 generosity/* 
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generosity," said Lapfranco ; " I am asha- 
' mcd of having harboured the idea of de- 
stroying you, and of having vexed you 
with ^ thousand cruel persecutions ; I 
would wish to convince you of my sincere 

repentance/* 

*' If you cannot repair your p^st crimes," 
said Rhodiska, " at least you may avoid the 
commission of any more." 

*' I ought to appear in your eyes," said. 
Lanfranco, "more worthy of compassion 
than of hatred ; the shocking jexcesses to 
which I have given way^ have been solely 
occasioned by the delirium lighted in my 
breast by\an unfortunate passion. I have 
only hated you so much, because I have 
loved you too well." 

'^ Would to Heaven," exclaimed Rho- 
diska, ^^you had never conceived a passion 
whose effects have been so fatal ! " 

'^ Siace I have beheld you ?igain," added 
Lanfranco, ^-^ I have felt all its strength re- 
vive ; I burn to dry up your tears." 

'^/Nothing can be more easily accom- 
plished," 



■THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. IS9 

plished/' said Rhodisk^ ; '' you knpw my 
wishes ; why do you delay to comply with 
them?" . 

''I am impatient to subscribe to your' 
demands^'' replied Lanfranco^ '' but I wish 
to know before hand^ whether you will sub- 
scribe tp mine ?" 

" Speak/' said Rhodiska, " of what na- 
ture is it ? — Do you exact, that, once re- 
stored to liberty, I should observe the most 
profound silence on the means which you 
have employed to drag us into the subter- 
raneans of your castle, on the shore of the 
lake of Guarda ? — I swear that neither my- 
self, my husband, daughter, nor any pei-son 
in oiir name, shall ever reveal any thing 
of what has passed, since our being carried 
away from Genoa." 

*' No, Madam, that is not the object at 
which I aim." ' - 

'^ Explain yourself then, without disguise, 
and do not make a pastime of my grief." 

*' Well, then, if, in exchange for the li- 
berty of you^ husband and daughter, and 

<3 a ui 
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in recorapeiice of your own deliverance, I 
should ask you for a trifling sacrifice/which 
would cost you nothing, which is not of a 
nature to injure your husband, and which 
Would remain for ever a secret to all the 
world, would you consent to grant it ?" 

" I understand you, wretch ; you make 
me tremble." 

'^ Well, Madam, since all disguise is use- 
less, I declare, that in seeing you, more 
charming, more interesting than ever, I 
have felt the, violent passion with which 
you' had before inspired me, and* >vjiich 
was transformed into hatred, rekindle into 
love," 

" Convert it, then, into hatred again ! — 
•I prefer it to your love." 

''In vain you abhor my transports; I 
cannot master them : I love you to mad- 
ness ; I must conquer your aversion, or 
die!" 

Monster ! no, it is I who must die." 
Madam, you are in my power; you 
cannot escape me ; but I am not willing 

to 
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to owe any thing to viotence ; I wish^ at 
leastj to find in you the appearance of 
consent." ' 

". I will consent todeath first.'* 

" Madam^ you brave me then ! — Thinlt 
on what I have in my power." 

As he said these words, Lanfranco rolled 
his inflamed eyes; his countenance exhi- 
bited fury and phrenzy ; the veins of his 
forehead and temples were swollen; his 
cheeks were on fire; his parched lips 
frothed ; he was horrible to the aspect — 
Rhodiska retreated with deadly fear at the 
frightful change which was effected in the 
countenance of Lanfranco, and fell back 
on^ the bench on which she was seated be* 
fore the beginning of this fatal conversa- 
tion. She did not faint, however, either 
because the, dread of immiiient danger 
gave her new strength, or the frequency of 
the terrible agitations which she had lately . 
undergone, had attenuated the violence of 
their effects. 

As soon as Lanfranco saw Rhodis]^a on 

c4 the 
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the point of falling into a swoon, he with- 
drew in silence, lest she should sink under 
the excess of hef grief. He sent ^n old 
woman, whose business it was to superin- 
tend the other females who were employed 
in the mines to repair* the cloaths of the 
labourers, to keep her company, and to 
give her every necessary assistance. He 
did not again visit her during that day. 

An abundant effusion -of tears relieved 
the oppressed heart of Rhodiska. In spite 
of the horror of her situation, her extreme 
lassitude Caused her to. drop into a sleep, 
TTuich renewed her strength : but on the 
following day, Lanfranco again came to 
renew all her anguish. 

*^ Madam,'* ss^id he, in a softened tone> 
" I have given yoii time to reflect on my 
proposal Yoii know what I require; if 
the rigidity of your principles urges you 
to refuse it, reason ought -to dictate acqair 
escence to vou.*' •. 

'^ Wretch I dare you i^enew your infa- 
mous offer?" 

"Your 
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'^ Your obstinacy only irritates my pas- 
sion, and redoubles my delirium. Yield 
to my proposal, and at that price you will 
save your bnsband, your daughter, and 
yourself; othej-wise, tremble/' 

"Barbarian! take my life; you shall 
never deprive me. of my honour and my 
own esteem/** 

" What blind prejudice retains you I — 
The ransopi which J demand is easily 
granted; no trace of it will remain ;, na> 
mortal will know it.**' 

" I shall know it, and that will be suffi- 
cient. I am exposed to your outrages,, 
but you cannot command my will; my . 
heart shall be ever pure; if is not In your 
power to tarnish it/* 

"Your resistance is vain ; till now, E 
have bnly tried means of persuasion,, but L 
shall soon have recourse to more efficacious 
methods: Frantic woman! yoii hasteato- 
dcstruction ; whilst there is yettime> avert 
tiie dreadful misfortune&which yet threaten- 
you. I ojQce more leave you to your re** 
flections/* 

G & Laitfrancoi 
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Lan franco then retired ; but some hours 
afterwards, he returned, followed by two 
satellites. ^* Madam/* said he, present- 
ing to her a written paper, " here is the 
oath which you are to take, that you will, 
of your own accord, remain with me one 
month ;• if you punctually observe it, you 
shall save yourself and yours. Hasten to 
sign this writing, and consecrate it by an 
oath.'' 

^^ Ferocious man!" replied Rhodiska> 
'' your threats inspire me with horror, but 
they cannot impress me with fear. Do not 
<hink that I will ever pollute my mouth 
with so horrible an bath ; my principles 
are immutable ; there is no human force 
which shall make me abandon them.*' 

''Friends!" cried Lanfranco, '*^ you 
Enow whither you are to conduct her." 

Instantly thfe two satellites seized Rho- 
diska, whose struggles were of no avail. — 
As soon as they quitted the hall, they exr 
ting^iished all the lamps which gaye a fee- 
ble light to the adjacent places. They 
walked in impenetrable darkness, which 

increased 
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mcreased the terror which seized Rhodiska, 
in spite of her natural intrepidity! She 
expected every instant to be precijpifated 
into some abyss, and she was satisfied to 
think that death w^ould end her sufferings^ 
and prevent her disgrace : but her terrors 
were excessive* when she was conducted' 
into another hall, which was hung all over 
with black, and , on all sides lighted by 
funeral torches;. At one' of the two ex- 
tremities was dressed out a sort of tribune,, 
round which were placed some chairs. At 
the other end wias raised a kind of scaffold,^ 
covered with a hearse cloth^ on which, was. 
a block of wood, and a. large scymitar. 

Whilst Rhodiska beheld this menacing; 
apparatus,, with an eye darkened by the;- 
shades of death, a door opened close to 
the scaffold,, and she saw three men enter,, 
leading in a wretch, who, with his forehead; 
bound with a bandage, advanced with slow 
and painful steps, draggihg„along^ aji im- 
mense load of chains. " Oh, Heavens !"^ 
cried Rhodiska>. ''it is Rosomaski whomv 

a. 6u the^iv 
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they are going to destroy!" — Rosomaski 
knew Rhodiska's voice ; he spoke to her in 
the most endearing accents. Most* other 
women in such a situation, would not have 
' retained their senses ; but whether that 
Rhbdjska had a strength of mind superior 
to the most; cruel blows of fortune, or that 
her perplexity on account of Rosomaski's 
approaching fate,^ had lent her an extraor- 
_dinary energy, she struggled to free herself 
from those who held her, and to ascend 
the scaffold to throw herself into the arms. ' 
of her husband, and die with him. Being 
unable to accomplish, her wishes, a sponta- 
neous emotion, caused her to throw herself 
at the feet of Lanfranco, and to say to 
him — " Mercy, mercy for my husband^ and 
let me die instead of him." 

" Madam," replied Lanfranco^ " you 
already know at what price you may save 
his life ; I consent to suspend the blow till 
you come to a final determination. Take 
that wretch aside/' added ^ he, addressing 
the three persons who held Rosomaski> 
she appears desirous to avert his fate." 

Rhodiska,'" 
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y Rhodiska/' cried Rosomaski, " your 
honour js far dearer to me than life ; yield 
ixotj and I shall die blessing you ; if your 
dishonour pay the price of my life, I shall 
only live to despise and hate you/' 

" Then death for us both !" cried Rho- 
diska; " I will nevet live to be hated by 
Rosomaski.*' 

"Then death be itV* said Lanfranca; 
** lay him on the block." 

They obeyed the order — but Lanfranco 
once more suspended the uplifted scymitar, 
and presented the fatal oath to Rhodiska. 
She leaned forwards, and inclined her head 
on her hands^ either in profound reflection, 
in silent ejaculations, or in dismay at the 
horrible spectacle which was before her. — 
In this attitude she gave the most piteous^ 
groans, and seemed almost to have for- 
gotten the place in which she was. After 
Bome momentis had passed in a dread si- 
lence, Lanfranco cried—" Pronounce the 
word, and sign the writing, or your hua* 
band is dead l"-^Rhodiska siill kept silent, 
' ■ as 
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as if to hear the final commands of Rose- 
maski; but he spake not. Another pause 
ensued — '' The time is past, then/' added 
Lanfranco ; '* it is now too late ; contem- 
plate your work and your punishment:"— r 
At that instant, the block resounded under 
the blow of the scymilar. Rhodiska raised 

her head, and saw but a happy swoon 

prevented her instantaneoits distraction. If, 
in the features covered with crimson streams 
she could have doubted of recognising the 
real Rosomaski, yet the certainty of having 
heard him speak just before, his shape and 
dress, were sufficient to convince her that 
she had no longer a husband. 

Lanfranco caused his emissaries to raise 
up Rhodiska, and convey her back to the 
matted hall, whence th^y had brought hen 
The old woman was ordered to remain 
near her, and never to quit her till she was 
out of all danger. During -more than six 
hours, Rhodiska continued motionless, and 
almost cold ;. at length she gave signs of 
returning animatipn; but she was in. a 

burning 
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burning fever, which reduced her t6 the 
last extremity of weakness and languor; her 
tongue, glued to her burning palate, pro- 
nounced only the name of Rosomaski. — 
Sometimes, in the persuasion that he was in 
some adjoining room,, she uttered loud ex7 
clamations, and seemed surprised and in- 
consolable^ at not seeing him appear;, at 
others, recollecting that he had just pe*- 
rished, she shed bitter tears, and invoked 
death. 

^' Oh, dear and unhappy husband V said 
she, -^ are you dead, and I still living ? — I 
have no other consolation than the hope 
of soon following you to the grave. Why, 
when the barbarian xut the thread of your 
life, did he not sever mine also? — Life is 
odious to mee, deprived'of my Rosomaski ! 
~^You have carried with you the principle 
of my existence, and the source of my 
happiness. Just Heaven ! hasten to ter-' 
minate my career^ which is embittered by 
the gall of despair ! " 

Rhodiska refused to take anv nourish-r 
ment^ and she^was unable to enjoy repose* 

During 
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During three days^ she was 'every moment 
at the point of giving her last sigh. At 
length, her old nurse prevailed upon her 
to take some food. Two days afterward^ 
she was less weak, but her grief had not 
lost any thing of its strength. 

'' Death/* she exclaimed, '' will not 
then listen to my prayer ! — ^Whilst I call 
upon it, I feel that my hopes of its relief 
have abandoned me. Death is in my heart,, 
but it has not .been able to breal^ the re»- 
sources of life. How many wretches have 
diied through grief, who have not been 
struck with so deep a wound !« — Must I 
survive such terrible evils ? — If Providence 
had not forbidden mankind to fake away 
what it is not in their power to give, I 
should. have freed myself from the burthea- 
of life, ere this time.*' 

Her voice then became inarticulate, and 
was interrupted by sobs and groans. Her 
nurse constrained her to take some restora- 
tives ; and, fatigued by her painful con- 
vulsions, she, insensibly, fell into a doze. 
' In the mean time^ Lanfranco was re- 

. proaching 
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proaching himself with having had recourse 
to jsuch atrocious meails to force Rhodiska 
to consent. " Madman, that I am !" cried 
he, " whither docs my blind phrenzy hurty 
m« ? — I burn to possess this woman ; and 
yet to subdue her, I execute such terrible 
plans as nearly • put an ^nd to her by grief 
and horror.' I have exposed myself to the 
danger of seeing my victim escape from 
my ^transports^ and deceive my thirst for 
vengeance by dying; I will chj(nge my 
batteries \ what need have I of her con- 
tent ? — Will it be less satisfactory to me to 
owe my enjoyment to force? — She is at 
my mercy — why should I delay my gra- 
tification ? — riong to glut my vengeance j 
and shall I not be sufficiently revenged, 
when I shall have subdued the resistance of 
this prude by force ? — Yes, the die is cast; 
as soon as her health shall be re-established, 
I will consummate ray triumph.'* 

Such were the projects which engaged 
Lanfranco, when his meditations ^vere bro* 
ken through, by the entrance of the Jew, 
Ishmaelj his confidant and principal accom-^ 

plix:e. 
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plice. Ishmael was about forty-five years" 
of age. Gain was his favourite passion, 
the main spring of all his actions^ and the- 
center of all his schemes ; this vile inclin^-^ 
tion was apparent through all his appear- 
ance. A face lean and colourless^ sharps 
twinkling eyes, and a meagre frame/ de- 
noted that the demon of avarice constantly, 
resided with him. By means of the consi- 
derable loans which Lanfranco had made 
him^ he had been enabled to farm thymines 
at Wiclitska : Lanfranco contented himself 
with small interest ; and in return for this 
important iservice, he had permitted him 
to turn to the advantage of hh schemes of 
vengeance the communication existing 
between the mines of Wielitska and the 
subterraneans, to which access was had by 
the funnel in one of the Carpathian moun- 
tains. At the bottom of the mines of 
Wfelitska, there were subterraneous pas- 
sages> which ran about five leagues from 
north to south, quite into the heart of the 
Carpathian mountains. 
. Lanfranco had judged that the situation 

at 
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of these subterraneans was adapted to the 
execution of his designs. As he was pos- 
sessed of a prodigious fortune, and inflamed 
with ^n insatiate resentment, he had spared 
no sacriiSce, to exercijse upon the proprie- 
tors of the Castle of Vistulof a terrible 
vengeance, and to make a lasting memento 
^ of it. By gratifying the avarice of Ishmael 
with the support of his own riches, he Had 
secured to Jiim^elf the means of enveloping 
in mystery the preparation of all his ma- 
nceuvresj and of pursuing them success* 
fully. 

As.soon as the reading of an old book 
of natural history had revealed to Lan- 
franco the existence of a chain of caverns> 
extending under ground from the mines of 
Wielitska to the Carpathian mountain's, he 
entered into an agreement with Ishmaely 
who, dazzled by the enormous profits which 
the farming of these immense mines held 
out to him, readily closed with all the pro- 
posals of lyanfranco. It^was by* the route 
,of the mines of Wielitska,- which have 

several 
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several mouths, at the distance of only 
four leagues from Cracow, that Lanfranco 
had introduced whatever he had need of, 
to render practicable the funnel existing 
in the center of the Carpathian mountains, 
and to form for his accomplices ^. habi^ 
table retreat in these caverns. 

The Jew Ishmael, in quality of farmer- 
general of the mines of Wielitska, had the 
sole command in those dark abysses, and 
seemed like another Pluto. He had nearly 
two thousand workmen at his command ; 
he had indicated to Lanfranco those among 
them whom he thought the easiest to: ht 
corrupted, and the properest^ by thenr au« 
dactty, pliability, and cunning, to become 
the. most useful agents. Lanfranco, ta 
whom expence w^s no object, provided 
that be could satisfy the atrocious caprices 
of his vindictive humour, was sure, by dis- 
persing gold in quantities, to jfind those 
vile instruments whose devotion is bounds 
less, and secrecy to be depended on. No 
person, except his accomplices, knew that 

the 
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the mines of Wielitska, situated at four 
leagues from Cracow, were only a conti- 
nuation of another mine, exhausted from 
time immemorial, and to which there still 
existed an entrance in the midst of one of 
the Carpathian mountains. 

When Lanfranco and his agents wanted 
to pass from the known part into that 
ivhich was concealed from every person 
except thejnselves, they did it during the 
interval when all the other workmen, 
having desisted from their labours, had re- 
tired into the subterraneous cc!ls. Lan- 
franco, to deceive more easily all the 
researches which might be set on foot after 
him, had quitted his true name ; ahd as he 
spoke the Sclavonic dialect, he passed for 
a Russian, named DolgoHicki. It was he 
who was the companion of Giovanno, 
when they fell- into the hands of the ban-r 
ditti, in the mountains adjacent to Genoa. 
Having been informed by his spies, that 
the Rosomaskis were about to enjoy 
greater happiness and splendor than ever, 

' . fey 
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by uniting their daughter to one of the 
richest men in G^noa, his vengeance was 
again rouzed, and he determined to bring 
them back to his retreat in the Carpathian 
mountains,, and to convert all their hopes 
of joy into incredible sufferings. He set 
oiF in person to direct his emissaries, and 
had left them on the road behind, to wait 
till he should have found some means of 
decoying the Rosomaskis out of Genoa, 
when Giovannp fell into company, with 
himT -Whilst with the banditti,Lanfranco no 
sooner beardthe name of Gramani mention^ 
ed, than he paid the most profound attention, 
without appearing to do so, because Gra- 
mani, whom he had accidentally fallen in 
with after his flight from Venice, and engaged 
in his service, wa§ the chief of his emissa- 
ries who had carried off the Rosomaskis 
frdm Cracow to Genoa, and it was be who 
remained there to act as his spy upon all 
their actions. It will be necessary to ex- 
plain how this matter was brought about. 
When Gramani had left his comrade, 

Boccanegra, 
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Boccanegra, sleeping in the fields^ aft^r 
their flight from Venide, he travelled all 
ijight, taking the precaution of steering 
clear of that city. As he stopped at an 
obscure inn on the road side, he fell into 
company with Lanfranco^ who was then oh 
his way to Cracow, to pursue his schemes 
of vengeance against the Rosomaskis.-— < 
They entered into conversation^ and Lan- 
franco was not loiig in finding out that 
Gramani's talents and disposition were 
:suited to his purposes; he made him a 
proposal, which was accepted. He was not 
deceived in Gramani's abilities, who was 
the chief contriver of all the mischiefs* 
hurled at their victims from the caverns of 
the Carpathian mountains. After their 
vile projects had compelled Rosomaski to 
part with his estates/ LanfrancO wished to 
be at liberty to appear abroad, which he 
did not dare to do whilst Rosomaski was 
in the neighbourhood ; he therefore deter- 
mined on having him removed from Cra- 
cow : a consultation was held, and Genoa 

agreed 
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. agreed on as the place of exile. All the 
necessary preparations having been made, 

'< Gramani was sent on before! as he lived 
splendidly on the money with which Lan- 
frando had supplied him, he was not Ibng 
in making an acquaintance with some of 
the dissolute part of the nobility of Genoa, 
through whose interest he obtained aplace 
in the magistracy ; soon after he married. 
He did not fail to keep an eye upon the 
Rosomaskis, of whom he constantly re- 
mitted intelligence to his employer; but 

• when they removed to Giovanno's^ he 
suddenly lost sight of them,, and imagined . 
they had left the city. As he looked upon 
himself fully established in Genoa, and 
^flvished to continue to draw the sums which 
Lanfranco from time to time remitted him, 
he determined to cohceal their, disappear- 
ance, and to give their enemy feigned ac- 
counts of th^m, which he did. At length, by 
hb a<!jquaintance with Justiniano, he again 
vjery unexpectedly feir in with the Roso- 
maskis. It was then that he first began to 
6 entertai|i 
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Ilhodisfca; but fiocling them aU prov« 
^bortivej he resolved to pemecute tkem^ to 
aafialQ ki9 own venge^ce» fts well si9 th»t 
of Lanfranco* Losing all hopes of tri-* 
umphing over the fidelity of Rhodiska^ and* 
instigated by the Countess del Piombino> 
to attempt the ruin* of Paulina^ he was the 
person who contrived and executed the 
scheme of carrying her off by night As 
be was well known to the guards of the 
gate leading to the. harbour^ he easily ob«* 
taised a passage^ by feigning some orders 
from the state^ and conveyed her to a baric 
which he had in waiting. - All traces of 
pursuit being thus cut off^ he caused her 
to bf conveyed^ in the manner we have 
already related^ to an old castle^ which had 
been long uninhabited by any except a 
gang of coiners^ who occupied the sub^ 
terraneans^ and with whom he was leagued. 
It Was from this source that he. principally 
drew his means of living so splendidly : he 
had furnished the apartments in which 
• VOL. IV. , H Paulina 
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Paulina was confified^ for the purpose. l%e 
secret staircase and passage; leading to the 
subterraneans^ had been previously made, 
for the purpose of a communication with 
his gang of coiners^ and to facilitate their 
escape, in case the outlet into the country 
should be discovered. Gramani did hot 
leave Genoa on the night Paulina was car- 
ried ofi^ in the expectation that Rospmaski, 
unacquainted with his treachery, would 
apply to him as a magistrate to assist in 
recovering her : he was not deceived ; he 
affected to search the city on the next 
morning, and then, under pretence of 
scouring the environs^ he thought he might 
pursue his plan in perfect security. He 
followed Paulina, and when about to per- 
petrate his crime at midnight, .he was 
received in a ruder manner than he ex- 
pected; the hand which struck him was 
that of Lucinda, whom the reader may 
remember to have acted a principal part 
in the farce which Gramani played ofTiipon 
Ehodiska, and for which he had so well. 

rewarded 
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.^ewatded her. . Lucirida, by an intrigue 
with one of the turnkeys, hdd procured her 
escape from the dungeon, which was no 
difficult matter, as no attention was ever 
paid to those wretches, who were supposed 
to be immured for life. As Lucinda was a - 
thorough bred Italian, her first thoughts 
V^'ere turned upon vengeaoce; she was about 
to disclose to Rhodiska the whole train of 
Gramani's villany ; but reflecting that she 
could not appealp as a witness, without a 
certainty of being again confined, and cut 
off from all hopes of escaping, she dropped 
that project : it then occurred to her to 
get into the service of the Piombinos, with 
whom she knew Gramani was particularly 
intimate, and to wait for some opportunity 
of repaying his treachery. She easily ef- 
fected her purpose ; for as the Pionibinos 
were fonder of having a numerous suite 
than of paying them, the situation was not 
much courted. She disguised herself as 
much as possible, but there was little occa- 
sion for it, as none but the male domestics 

H 2 ever " 
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ever waited upon the comps^ny. She had 
BO sooner gained a footing in the houne^ 
than she endeavoured^ by all' possible 
means, to engage the confidence of Moce^ 
niga; by inces^ntly flattering her vznttj 
and caprices, she carried that point. Shd 
was entrusted with the Piombinos' design^ 
vpon Giovanno^ and their enmity to the 
Rosomaskis for having thwarted theqi).-**^ 

^ When Gramani's plot for caiTying olTPaiH 
lina was ripe for execution, she lei^ed it 
from* Moceniga : ,she was ovei^oyed^ and 
now thought it her time to strike the widi*% 
^-for'blow. M Gramani was to besup<^ 
pjied with a certain number of female 
domestics for his purposes, by the Piom« 
bino8„ Lucinda prevailed upon Mocenigli 
to have her included in the numberi by 
pretending an inveterate hatred to the 
Hosomaskis, and a strong desire to &ee h&t^ 
who had the insolence to rival her mtstrese^ 

' humbled. When Lucinda and the othetn 
females arrived at the castle, which was ta 
be the scene of this horrid pl6t^ one oC 

Gramani's 
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Gramani'fi s^nts imtructed them in th« 
existence df the secret passage; because 
GraDiani had oitlered« in case any unfortu-* 
Date discovery should bemade, and a pur-^ 
auit should be i^et on foot after Paulina, 
that they should all retire into the sub-» 
terfaneans^ and leave the upper part of the 
castleji as \i no one had ever been in it.^~ 
Ais Gramani did not *f6lIow them on the 
first night of Paulina's being brought to 
the cattle, Lucinda did not think proper 
to give her any alarm at that time ; but on 
the second nighty finding every thing 
ready for her destruction, she put herself 
in action^ and prevented it, as has been al« 
teady related.. Whe»^ Pitilina was seized 
by the gang of coiners in the subterratte- 
a»a> Lucioda hastened on ; but finding 
herself seized by a rude arm, which sh« 
ivas convinced: was not her companion's^ 
die: s^wi made use of her poniard> and the 
d'ymg groan which was uttered by the per-^ 
son she shuck, was that which Paulina 
irard soon after she. was separated fVom 

H ^ her. 
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her^ and \vhich she believed to be that of 
her intrepid companion, Lucinda groped 
her way out of the subterranean^ and fied> 
with the satisfaction of thinking she had 
amply- satiated her vengeance: she was 
deceived, however ; .Gramani was not mor- 
tally Wounded, neither had surprise be- 
reaved him of his policy. Dreading a. 
repetition of the blow, he remained mo- 
tionless till his executioner was out of 
hearing, when he crawled to his assistants; 
who helped to staunch his wound in the 
best manner they were able. On the next 
day he got himself conveyed to a neigh- 
bouring village, where his people, who 
bad received their cue from him, carried 
him to a surgeon% as an unfbrlunate per- 
son who h&d been assassinated, and whom 
they had found in the road. The surgeon 
Pressed his wound— declared it not mortal; 
and as Gramani was anxious to return to 
Genoa, that his absence might not create 
suspicion, the suirgeon attended:" him thi-: 
ther in a carriage. Gramani'a return, arid, 

the 
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the excuse which he had invented for his 
livid appearance^ stifled all suspicions of 
his villany for a while. He was tolerably 
recovered from the effects of his %vound, 
when Gidvanno's arrival in Genoa again 
. menaced him with the punishment due to 
his crimes. But his hour of retribution 
was not yet come^ and he was again re*^ 
scued from impending danger, by the in- 
terposition of the feigned Dolgorucki, or 
^ Lanfranco. 

To return from this digression, if it may 
be so termed, which is absolutely necessary 
for the information of the reader, Lan- 
franco changed his dress- and manners, 
together with his name. Not contented 
with Gramanl and the agents whom he had 
procured among the workmen of the 
mines, he had contrived to seduce Doro- ' 
thea and Zokalef ; who^, after having served 
his perfidious machinations in the house 
of their master untU they dreaded detection^ 
had followed him into his snbteri^neous 
retreats 

h4 chap. 



169' T&R INVISms ENKMY« 



xaa 



CHAP. VXl. 



duCH wei;e the enginieci which Lanfranci»>. 
had put iKL motion'^ and whose succour he 
hsid procured himself chiefly by lus coji^ 
pact lyith Ishmad* This lastj who was 
swayed only by his^ thirst for riches^ fior 
frqm raising any obstacles to the diabolical 
snanc&uyres of Xanfranco, bad contributed 
to their success by all the means, which his 
post of farmer-general of the mines of 
Wielitska had placed at his command -^ 
Kine years had already elapsed since he 
bad enjoyed that title^ and all tbe advanr 
tages attached to that vaii^t underti^ii)g««^ 
With the assistance of th^ coQisider^ble 

suma 



rat wvtmvLT Mnaoir. 133 

isums ^hich he had received from Ittt|-» 
franco, he had discharged to Govemment: 
the half of the mon6y which he had con* 
tracted to pay for them. The time of 
making up the other half was near at hand, 
Bnd thatwasthe cause of his visit ; he came to ^ 
claim from Eanfranco the bills of. exchange 
vrhich the* latter had promised to~ funish' 
fiim xvitHi when ^ie time of payment ap» 
nved., Bhmael Had noreascM to complafii. 
of Lanft^tico's want of punctuality. 

lf?hen he Had in his hands what -flattered 
his ti)irst of gain^ he asked JLanfranco if hit 
plans of ^^efigeance continued to be exe^ 
mi ted to his wishes ti^and was answef^ in 
Mie affirmative.. He then tistiJfied a desirt: 
of beholding, Once> at leftst, cb6t astonish*- 
iiitg woman, whose beauty had caused in^ 
him such^ impetuous transports, and whose 
character luid displayed, ao much heroism. 
Lanfranco consented to it, ^ith.some dif- 
ficulty ; but he observed, that Rhodiska^ 
not being yet recovered^, they would, per* 
' Kaps, cause a relapse in Ker, if they, ap- 

kJBL peared 
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.peered before^ her without some pr^caUf- 
:tioits. He then proposed to Ishmael^ that 
.they should enter the ^ chamber when she 
was in a deep sleep. > 

N. 

Lanfranco entrusted their design to the 
old woman^ who watched Rhodiska. Some 
.hours afterwards^ she. catised him to be in- 
formed that Rhodiska^ fatigued by her 
.exfreme agitation> had just yielded to sleep> 
and that weakness wt>uld render her diffir 
cult to wake. Ishmael and Lanfranco entered 
.the room on tiptoe^ the Utter holding a 
darklanthorn in his hand. They approached . 
ihe.bed, and the old woman*- gently drew 
aside the curtains. Rhodiska slept peaccr 
ablyv her countenance^ on which the 
.traces of grief were apparent^ had con-p 
ti!acted that melancholy expression which 
touched . the souL and made Rhodisksi 
amends for* the loss of her colour. She 
appeared like beauty oppressed by. misr 
fortune^ and consoled by-innocence. .Ishrr 
mael was struck with admiration : he could 
not refrain from muttering-^-" Oh, Hea^ 
Tens ! how beautiful«he is i" - 

Lanfrancoi 



Xan franco^ perceiving that the sight of 
Rhodiska made a lively impresston on Ish- . 
inael^ said to him—'' Let us hasten away ; 
if she should awake^ the sight of us would 
not fail to throw hes into another fit>.wbick 
might endanger her life.** 

Ishmael quilted the spot with regret;; 

* ft 

but he did notlearethe image of Rhodrska 
behind him.. He took leave of Lanfradco;: 
but instead of going to his usual sesidence^ 
fie returned to the vicinity of the half in 
which Rhodiska reposed.. The 'sentinels^ 
who knew his> powe?^ were easily gained 
by some g^atuity^ as was alsa the old nurse. 
He waited with impatience till the next 
mornings when being iffformed that Rho- 
diska was awake, he entered the room.— 
The old woman hdd trimtnedali the Iamps> 
and Rhodiska was surprised to behold a: 
stranger^ who-approached wkh a timid, and:: 
submissive air. 

*' Hapless victim of toe cruel lAnfranco/*' 
said lishmael^ " be not alarmed ; you be- 
hold a man who bums to give jaxu free- 



IS6 m mvmttt snemt; 

Aom. A moilster has just deprived you ot 
ytmr hudxmd ; lie hts reserved you for hew^ 
iuferings: place ycmr confidence ki m^ 
tnd I will rescue you from the evils which 
liireaten you." 

*' Generous unknown man ! '' replied 
iftodiska, ^' I williirgly accept the services 
whieh y^u offer me> and I flatter myself 
that your only aim is to succour oppressed 



insoceoee/' 



€K 



Madam/' replied Ishmael, '' I think 
y6ur heart is too ^teful td set a price 
tpon my services ; with your attractions; 
it is easy, to giv^e proofs of it, Which cannot 
fell f^P beiag agreeable." 

**What strange language f"' said Rho- 
disk^, disguising her feelings, and afiecting 
^smile ; " if you would not have me ^test 
y OU;^ do not let me fear ta ifimi in you a 
second Lanfi*nco/' 

^^No, Madam/' replied Isbiftael^ '^ lab*** 

hor the cruelties of Lanfranco^ and shall 

never imitate him. I love you^ it is true;: 

hut my passiou shall never be your punish^ 

3 ment: 



tn^tit: I a^k only that of you whicM no 
longer belongs to any mort^l^ since you^ 
hdive lost your husband. If I deliver yoix<: 
from the tyrannical po%ver of Lanfranco,. 
y.ott surely will not refuse it to me : I hope 
to gain your gpod will by my generous, 
proceedings^ and (o determine you to pass 
some time with me^ before you return to 
Cracow ; at leas^ that, you will permit me 
to follow you thiHier/' 

Rhofliska^ who saw no other Ivopes of 
ft-eeing herself from the horrid' attempts of 
Lanfranco, thought herself perfectly jus- 
tilled in using artifice with a man who 
wished'to take advantage of her misfortunes; 
She commanded her resentments so far as 
to look ptea^ntly at this Israelitish M' 
mirer^ who was a sufficient antidote to a 
tender, passion^ and saiJP-"'* Deliver liie 
hence ; and when I am safe at Clacow, yon 
shall have do reason to complain of my 
want of gratitude/' 

Ishmael was so transported^ that he wat 

aikout to throw himself on.hk knees^ when 

if. the 
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the door suddenly opened^ and Lanfranc^ 
rushed in> and acquainted him that he had 
something of the greatest importance ta 
communicate to him thiit instant. The- 
motive alledged by Lan franco was only a 
pretext : ignorant that Ishmael was with 
Rhodiska^ he came to her chamber^ re- 
solved no longer to delay force to obtain 
what he would rather have owed to her 
conseitt. At the sight of Ishmael^ he in- 
stantly conjectured what had been the 
object of his^ visit ;. but he had the pre- 
caution to dissemble the passion which 
inflamed himself/ and had urged him ta 
approach Rhodiska. He drew Ishmael 
away from the presence of Rhodiskai thai 
she might not be a witness of the violent 
debates which> he foresaw^, must ensue^ and 
which would have discovered to her all the 
bidden resources of his machinations. 

m 

As soon as Lanfranco saw himself alone 
with Ishmael^ he said to hinvki a passion- 
ate strain — 

'' Ishmaelj I haytfe overiieard all ^ouc: 

dialoguer 
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dialogue with Rhodiska ; you have spoken 
of me as of a vile wretch ; you have pro- 
posed to steal her out of my hands^ if she 
would consent to remain in thine. Un- 
grateful man ! is. this the recompence for 
all the servicer which I have rendered you? 
— rYou owe me your f6rtune ; without my 
support> would ypu have been rich enough 
to undertake )so coi^ideraMe a farm^ and 
so lucrative an undertaking ? — You.deserve 
that I should reclaim the immense ^ sum^ 
which I have lent you/' 

" Lanfranco^ or Dolgorucki^" replied 
Ishmaelj '' it well becomes you^ imleed, 
tataxmewith pogralitude; (know not who 
•of the two has the greatest right to make the 
other a like reproach*. It i& to me that 
you owe the arsenal of your vengeance^, 
and the asyUim whfch shelters you with 
impunity ; it is. I wba haVe furnished you 
witk thQ greater pa^t of the ministers of 
your fierce revenge ; to prove my devo* 
tion tO; y ouj I have abased myself even> to 
assist you ix^ the execution of yeur.inos^ 

criminal. 



eriinrnal enterprises. .You have- lent me 
gold ; but! have exposed my life for you. 
Is it not. you who still owe me aretum ?*-^ 
Why do you pretend to forbid me from car^ 
rying my views^on Rhodiaka ^-*-Have Inot 
as much right over her as you can: have 
yourself ?*-Your threats set mp upon my 
guard; t know how to resent them^ if you 
persist in your indolent demands. Reflect 
that your fate is in my hands r if I say but 
fhe word^ you die by the hands, of the 
public executioner/' 

"Traitor!" replied* Lanfranco^ infiamed. 
with ragei '^ dareyou thus brave me? — ^It- 
is f0r y«tt to tremBle^ whe know a)! the re^ 
ftnemetit: of my vengeance: ifri did not 
oommandfiiiy paasion— •= — "^ 

LanA^neo; could not utter anoiherword^. 
and he wtihdrewi into lii^ private room.-—^ 
He there began to reflect on the cruel al« 
tercation which bad just arisen between 
'hintiself and tthmad. He passed in review. 
sH the numerous means which Ishmael pcs^- 
aessed ^ destroying him. Alarmed al 

seeing 



seeiog that he ajppeared to stand forth the 
defoRler and lover of Rbodiska^ . he fell 
into the most dreadful disquietudes; but 
his greatest punishment would have been ^ 
to have left his. vengeance imperfect He 
then began to feel a just retaliation of thos^ 
Buffisxings which he had so unjustly heaped 
upon the Rosomaskis^ and they were, 
though unconscio\B of ilf not a little re- 
venged. -^ 

At the moment whe& the wretched Ro^ 
somaski had been dnq;ged &mw the- pre^. 
sence of Rhodisfca, lanfiranco had seized' ^ 
all his papers, and, amimgst the res^ a 
packet addressed tv> Bhodiski^. wt whiit^b 
was superscribed these wcmis-rr^' Not to b^ 
opened till after my decease/' — Lanfrf nco 
hastily opened it^ and discovered ia the 
contents, wberevith to prepare new tor* 
tures fbr Rhodiska and A9Somaski. In his 

m 

present torture, JLanfra^co vecx>llected it 
with a malignant pleasore, which almost, 
stifled all his dread of the coBsequences of 
Ishmaei's conduct. 

''If 
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" if the Jew Ishmad/* said he,. '^ pre- 
serves Rhodiskft from the attempt which I 
design to iTidke upon her, I have stiH 
other Resources to fill up the measure of 
that vengeance which. I meditate against 
her, and all the objects of her affection. — 
What need I care about the possesion of 
a woman ? — It is much more satisfactorjr 
to taste the lasting pleasurcfs of a complica- 
ted and ingenuously-executed vengeance. 
Yes, my plan is worthy of me, of my fury, 
and of my imagination, terribly inventive. 
Tremble all ye whom I abhor; I will stiff 
charm myself with your tears; you, espe- 
cially, Kosomaskij if T have not shed your 
last drop of Mood, a$ your Vife is at pre^ 
sent persuaded, yet 1 am preparing for you 
evib mare painful than corporeal tortures, 
and even death itself. You shall endure 
the torments of the soul, and I will intox^ 
eate myself with the' most exquisite spec^ 
t3cle of your suffbrings/^ 

Lanfranco instantly sought the Jew tsh* 
mael, who was enjoying, in imagination,. 

the 
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the happiness which the deluding smiles 
and condescension of Rhbdiska tiiade htm 
hope for in reality. As he accosted feh-^ 
rnael^ Lanfranco composed his countenance 
under the mask of moderation^ and'said to 
him> with a mollified tone — 

*' My dear friend Khifiael^ pardon the 
fiery transpo^ts^ which 1 couM not, at firsti , 
master. I have too inconsiderately given 
way to the rai^ dictates of a blind passion ; 
I have bestowed oh you 'Unmerited re- 
proaches, and I now in treat yoii to forget 
them; you shall never find a stauncher 
friend than Lanfranco. I tremble whilst I 
think tb^t we have been on tbe point of 
arming bursel ves against each other. We 
are rivals ,« w:e might even becolne e&e^ 
mles^ if we did not ti^e the^ preeautton of 
remo^ring from us the object of^this fatal 
rivaltyc Believe me, my dear ishmaei, a 
womian' is net nvorlhy of disturbing the 
mutual l>ond» whi^h attach us to each 
other: I willingly m^ke you the sacrifice 
of the desires with whldi ]^hodiska has 

inspired 
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inspired me ; toiiBeiit to mtke the sam^ 
Mcrifice to me. We will send her to Cra* 
cow^ vrith such preeautions as will hot let 
Iter entertain a doubt that she has per-» 
formed the length of way requisite to 
bring her thither from my fictitious castle 
on the shores of tbe lake of Guards. We 
shall thus esMpe suspicion^ and she will 
carry away with her the girm of those dis- 
cords which might spring up betwixt us^ 
and plunge us into a conunpn disaster; 
lor do not -diaseml^ that my fate and 
yours are linked together. If I have com- 
mitted crimes^ you have been the partaker 
of them ; the sword of justice eanoot strik^^ 
m9s without reachiiig you at the same in* 
slant. Bui, lupposing that your life was 
not at Oaket it fe* at leasts sure that you 
would ruin your fortune^ since you wotiUL 
lose the support of my riches/^ 

^'Artful JUnfmnco/' replied Idunaet». 
^iQ Qot imagine that you will be able to. 
impose upon me: you would have tao^ 
l^elieve thtt yo« are going to convey Hhor 
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^idca to the city of Cratow> and you 
Dfould diftg her, by stealthy into some re- 
treat, which would be concealed from me, 
tirhere you would outrage her before you 
set her at liberty. If I renounce the hope 
^f satisfying my passion, I wiH be certain 
that you make an equal sacriflee, and that 
:sh[e reach CTracow unsultied. Tl is not 
against iter Aat your resentment irfioutd be 
directed ; it is only against Mm 1^0 has 
deprived you of her hand/' ^ 

'* bhmael,''* rejoined Lanfiranci^ ^ ^ 
not fear that I entertain the least wirfi to 
decehre you ; I wittno longer take revenge 
upon Rhodiska in person : shall I not have 
^suKcient vengeance, by depriving her of 
her husband and her daughter ?*' 

^ Well," continued Ishmael, '^ I accept 
yow offer, but upon these conditions— 
Idiodiska shall.be accoinpanied to Cracow, 
by two women, and four trusty men, of 
whom, one of die firnner, and two of the 
latter, ahali be dioseu by me, and the re? 
mainder by y oos^. % Aia method we 

shall 
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shall have an equiMbrium of force and re* 

sisfanc^^. which will ensure the safety of this 

unhappy female." 

,. " Agreed/* replied Lanfranco; '^but 

then I also have a condition/' 

, '^ I have not finished mine yet/* said 

Ishmael ; '^ y bu must swear that no attempt 

shall be made against th^ life of Rbodiska's 

daughter/* 

IshmsH^l made this proposal to save Pau- 
lina, from an ide^ that his having it in his 
power at any future time to ^estor^ her to 
her mother^ would prove an additional in- 
ducement to her to grant, and almost en- 
sure success to his wishes. 

y I agree to this latter condition also,*' 
replied Lanfranco, ^' to convince you that 
I am not inclined to reject the arrangement 
of which you are desirous, and that I ear* 
nestly wish to prevent a ruptui^ between 
two friends, so necessary to each other; 
but you must also swear that you will never 
reveal to RluKli^u that her husband still 
existi^ and that she has :beeii the diq>e of a 
s^tagem.*' 

''To 
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^ To sbeVyou that I aita as* much 'desir- 
ous of an accommodation as you can be/' 
said Ishmael^ *^ I will swear/* 

When this reciprocal convention bad 
been formally ratified, Ishmael hastened 
to acquaint Rhodi^a, that, at his earnest 
solicitation, or rather peremptory demand, 
Lanfranco had yielded to suffer her to de- 
part from the subterraneans of his castle, 
on the shores of the lake of Guarda, and to 
send her to Cracow. 

^ " Alas ! " cried Rhodiska, '* to what new 
horrocs am I destined ? — The barbarous 
Lanfraiico can never be isoftened ; the fa- 
vours which he grants are alwa3rs perfidi- 
ous^ and ever tend to prepare the way for 
neyf afflictions. I can p^sb here as well 
as elsewhere/' 

" Madam,'' replied Ishmael, '* rely upoa 
my wofl^ ; you are at the end of your cap- 
tivity, and Lanfranco is at last weary of 
being inhuman: but he exacts that you 
never disclose the secret of the place which 
you are about to quit^ 

'' Can 
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. r' Can it be po«stbl*/' vetted Rho- 
tdiski, '* tbftt my cup of bitternesB ' shouid 
be exhausted, and that Lanfranco ahbuld 
Imve the intention of reatoring me to U« 
berty ?— ^Btrt what is liberty to me, or cveia 
life, aioce I have aeen my husband perish? 
and my daughtei^-?— ^" 

'^ Hot another word on that subjeet,^ 
i^id bhmaei • in an under tone of voice ; 
^^ prudence demands your silenee: be 
content to know that she is alive, and un-^ 
dermy protectimi ; and when I follow you 
to iCracow, as I dialt certainly do, you may 
lay me under .such a load of obligation, as 
will infallibly caine me to restore her in 
perfect safety to your arms.^ 

Xanfranco, who was listening at ^ 
doorj now put an end to this private con^ 
ference, by causing it to be announced to 
IshmaeL 4iat every thing was rmdy for 
Shodiskafs departure. Without any farther 
delay, tbiaunfbrtunate woman wasaequainl^ 
cd that she was going to leave the coBtle 
on the shores of the lake of Gtimda. Some 

refreshments 
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refreshments are presented to her^ anc^ z 
bandage is placed over her eyes; she is 
then led to the berlih/ which waited at. a 
small distance^ and placed in it. Two wo- 
men and two men follow* her into the car- 
riage; a fifth does the office of a coach-- 
man, and the sixth takes the place of a 
footman behind it. 

The berlin, after having crossed the sub- 
terranean^ stopped at some distance froQi 
the machine which was to raise the plat- 
form. The two men who were in the 
berlin; alighted to assist in making prepa- 
rations for the ascent. All being ready, the 
berlin was placed on the platform, and the 
tuns of water were again agitated by the 
paddles, to keep up Rhodiska's delusion 
of her having crossed a part of the lake of 
Guarda, when she descended into the sub- 
terraneans of the Carpathian mountains. 
The bacchanalian songs were kept up for 
the same purpose. As soon as the berlin 
had mounted* to the top of the shaft, it 
quitted the platform, and moved on. The 

VOL. IV. I coachmanj 
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coachman^ who had received hi3 instruc- 
tions, instead of taking the road to. Cracow; 
conducted the berlin into one of these 
immense forests, which then bristled the 
greatest part of iPoland : that to which he 
drove the berlin, was about ten leagues in 
length, and extended from the Carpathian 
mountains to the town of Byecz. As soon 
as the coachman arrived at the other ex- 
tremity of the forest, he turned about and 
drove back again ; he stopped only such 
time as was strictly necessary to refresh the 
horses, or to get fresh ones, which were 
dontinually brought to him at a particular 
spot, which had been fixed upon for that pur- 
pose. These brigands had so well taken their 
dimensions, that they always knew at what 
part of the fprest to stop to receive sub- 
sistence for themselves and their prisoner. 
After haying traversed the forest six times 
in different directions, they made the cif^ 
.cutt of it, and so continued this tortuous 
tind serpentine march, without having'eyer 
3eft the forest ; till having passed five days 

and 
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^nd nigiits m tlie jourriejr/ they Kad taken 
all the precautions necessary to persuade 
Rhodiska that she had ihade a voyage oF 
two hundred leagues, which is nearly tht 
distance from the lake of Guarda to Cracow. 

The coachman then quittefd the forest, 
and drovcj by an unfrequented road, to 
-the environs of a hamlet/ which was at 
two leagues distance from Cracow. The 
carriage was then stopped, and one of the 
conductors of Rhodiska alighted, and 
made her also descend. Theli he took her 
by the arms, and turning himself round 
rapidly, he made her describe a hundred 
circles in a minute ' or two. Rhodiska, 
stunned with giddiness, fell on the ground, 
The brigand then detached the bandage 
from her eyes> and got quickly into the 
bferlin, which instantly drove off with ex* 
-treme velocity' It . had vanished before 
Rhodiska had well recovered her sight,, of 
>vhich she had been so long deprived* 

Rhodiska, after having recovered herself 
from the swimming of her head, rose and 

1 3 . looked 
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looked round her. It was then neatly 
ilark^ and she perceived some lights .which 
glimmered from afar; she directed her 
languid steps towards the spot, and arrived 
at the hamlet. She knocked at the door 
of a cottage^ which was immediately 
opened by an old peasant^ who held a lahip 
in his hand ; she ' related to him^ in few 
words, that she had been set down in the 
midst of the high road from Italy, by a 
troop of banditti, who, after having 
seized her in the streets of Cracow> had 

■ 

carried her to a castle on the shores of the 
lake of Guarda. She in treated him to 
cause her to be immediately conducted to 
the walls of Cracow, which the banditti had 
informed her were only about two leagues 
distant. The old rustic offered to accom- 
pany her ; and as she was very languid and 
faints he prevailed upon lier to accept of a 
mule, which was the only beast he pos- 
sessed, to ride on. 



CHAP. 
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After a journey of about two hours, 
Rhodiska arrived at Cracow at about ten 
o'clock in the evening. It was then about 
the latter end of the second month of 
winter, when she arrived at the house of 
her friend Theresia : as soon as she rung the 
bell, and was admitted, she knew the ser- 
vant; but she herself was so altered, that 
the domestic had some trouble to recog- 
nise her. She told the^ domestic to give 
the old man two ducats, which were the 
earnings of nearly a fortnight to him, and 
having thanked hira for his humanity, she 
ran towards the room where Theresia 

I 3 usually 
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usually sat when there was no company. — 
The door was opened^ and these two friends 
instantly recognised each other, and flew 
into a close embrace, without uttering a 
single word on either side for some time. 
At length, Theresia cried out — 

" My tender friend ! do I at length be- 
hold yqu again ? — Whence- come you ? — . 
Why arc you alone? — ^\Vhere'is your dear 
Rojsomaski ?" 

At this question^ which tore open the 
^vo^nd of Rbodiska's heart, the sobs almost 
suffocated her. 

'^ What means this mute language of 
despair?'' said Theresia*; *^ speak — lec;ve 
me not in this dreadful uncertainty." 

During some .minutes, Rhodlska tried in 
vain to articulate some scuncls, but they 
produced only groans. Theresia, ire^t- 
bling and terrified, intreated her to explain 
hereelf. 

'"Alas!" sobbed out Rhodiska, '* he' 
has perished before my eyes, under the sabre 
of the satellites of my barbar.ous enemy." 

^'Heavens!" 
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'' Heavens r* replied Theresia, almost 
frozen with horror, " what dp you tell 
me ? — Rosbmaski has perished ! — How hap- 

« 

pened this dreadful event ?" 

Rhodiska;^^. distracted by her grief, re- 
mained some time without answering her. 
At length, as if she had waked from a 
dream, she cried out — '* My son ! my 
Jwadislaus ! where is he ? — Where is all that, 
now remains to attach me to life ?" 
. '* Follow Ine/' replied Theresia, '' and 
you will see, that in -spite of your direful 
misfortunes, you still oughttb be careful 
. of your existence/* 

Theresia conducted Rhodiska into the* 
chamber where Ladislaus was sleeping in 
her own bed ; he ,was in a profound re- 
pose, and yet the fresh carnation of his 

cheeks announced that he? had not suflTered 

« 

in his health during the'time which he had 
been separated from his mother. 

Rhodiska, at the sight, gave a joyful ex- 
clamation, and her impatience would not 
suffer her to respect the sleep of her be- 

^ 4 loved 
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loved child ; she took him in her arms^ and 
grasped him to her heart ^ith t&o much 
energy, that Ladislaus^ perceiving himself 
so suddenly disturbed, began to make some 
plaintive moans. It was with difficulty 
that Theresia could prevail upon Rhodiska 
to suffer him to recompose himself aiid 
delay her maternal emotions till Ladislaus 
should be in a state of returning them by 
his juvenile caresses: she took him out of 
his mother's arms, replaced him, and having 
hushed him to his former state, of tranquil- 
lity, led Rhodiska out of the room, 

Theresia burned with impatience to 
I^now the circumstances which had passed 
since their last separation ; and Rhodiska, 
who had recovered some little calm from 
the sight of her long-lost son, begnn her 
narration, which was lengthened out by 
long sighs. At the moment when she 
gave a description of the horrid spectacle 
which struck her eyes when she imagined 
the real Rosomaski had perished, Theresia 
felt her hair bristle on her head ; but in an 

instant 
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instant terror gave way to grief; anil spentl 
itself in tears. Rhodiska, oppressed by hei:- 
owt^ emotions, was obliged to make a long 
paus^ before she could relate tke strange* 
concurrence of circumstances by which 
she had been at last liberated from the sub-^- 
terraneans of the castle on the shores of 
the lake of Guarda. ' 

After th|s recital was finished, Theresia'. 
endeavoured to console her friend^ by^ 
telling her that she had recovered her son;, 
and there were still hopes of her having 
hef daughter restored to hen She then ^ 
asked her, if she should not be ddigUted 
to hear some tidiness of Ludowico ? 

" Wherejs that dear and invahiabJe 
friend -of mv lamented husband?'* cried' 
Rhodiska. '^ Ah ! how cruelly has he been 
injured by our suspicions! — ^What have, 
you heard of him i'* 

Theresia then gave her an account oF 
tvhat had befallen him on his return from 
Jaroslow, and of his liberation from the 
dungeou of the citadel of Cracow: she. 

1 5 concludtdt 
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concluded by informing, her, that the in- 
stant she had shown him the letter which: 
Rhodiska had sent her from Genoa, he had 
determined to fly to the ^ucccik- of hi& 
friends, and had ' actually departed for 
Genoa on the following day ; since which 
time she had not heard from him; '' What 
must have been his anxiety/' added she,, 
"to find on his arrival that you had again 
falieh into pome dreadful snare of youc 
enemy, and been conveyed no one knows 
Avhither !" 

'' And wh?t must haue been the agony 
of our other generous friend and benefac- 
tor,^ the worthy Giovanno, who e3^pe€te4, 
on the very night of our disappearance> to 
have been united to us in the closest bonds? 
— Ah! we have too long delayed to in- 
form them of our destiny. Perhaps they 
are. even now seeking us every where/in 
the environs of Genoa; let us hasten to' 
clear up .their: suspense: but, my God! 
what will be their sensations, when they 
5 hall read the fate of the. hapless Jtpspmaski 

and Paulina?" 

Whilst 
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. Whilst Rhodiska wrote to Giovanno, 
Tberesia undertook to acquaint Ludowico 
with what had passed. On any other but 
so melancholy a subject, she would hav^ 
been delighted with the opportunity of 
writing to him, and of conveying to him 
the sentiments of her own esteem, under 
the mask of expressing those of her friend 
Rhodiska for him. When they had com- 
mnnicated the contents of their letters ta 
each other, they sealed . them up ; and 
Ther^l^a instantly dispatched a messenger, 
who was ordered to spare no expence to 
procure himself the quickest mode of con- 
veyance to Genoa, 

. Th^ satisfaction of possessing her son had 
appeared, in the first moments of maternal 
sensibility, to suspend the heaviness which 
oppressed the heart of Rhodiska; but 
when the first transports » of her joy were 
over, the sight of her child served only to 
awaken her pangs. Every time that she 
looked at him, she felt her eyes bediinmed 

with tears, and the most painful remem- 
♦ 

1 6 brances 
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friends, in such terms as discovered that 
these two worthy men had, in a short timeV 
been no less attached to each other, than 
they had been to their mutual friends, the 
Rosomaskis. 

At' length, returning night brought 
round th-e hour of I'est, and Ludowieo re- 
tired to his apartment. As soon as he wa& 
alone, he, abandoned himself anew to all 
the bitterness of his reflections. After 
having wept and groaned during several 
hours, at the supposed loss of his friend, 
the fatigue of so long a journey interrupted 
his grief, by buiying him in a sound sleep* 
He rose with the sun ; and theUf for the 
first time, recollected the packet which Ro- 
i^omaski had given him, when they-,la5t 
parted at Vistutof, and forbidden him to 
ppea^till after his death. 

'^ Oh, my beloved friend !'" cried Ludo- 
wieo, *^ how willingly would I have saved 
thy life at theexpence of my own ! Whilst 

» 

I possessed thee, I thought that I fulfilled 
all the duties of friendship towards thee i 

now 



k 
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now that I am deprived of thee, I will ac- 
quit myself of all that I owelo thy memory* 
The dreaded time of opening this packet, 
which I hoped never to see, is arrived: 
whatever obligations it may impose oja rae, 
.it will be bliss to me to fulfil them." He 
opened the packet, and found that it con- 
tained k letter, of whioh this was the sub- 
stance : — 



'' Gh, my dear Ludowico ! 
the most tender and most generous of 
friends L receive the grateful acknowledge- 
ments which I owe ypu for the important 
, services which you have rendered me. I 
perceive that the end of my career draws 
near; if I should esctlpe from the mur- 
dering steel of my implacable and invisible 
enemy, I can never survive the loss of my 
son, and the grief which consumes nje. I 
exact that you give me a last propf of your 
inviolable friendship, when I shall have 

ceased 
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leased to breathe. I bequeath to yoir the 
most precious treasure which I possess on 
earthy and which still charms my existence ; 
I mean my Rhodiska^ my well beloved, 
whom I must quit. Without parents, with- 
out friends, she has only me for a support; 
I ought tx> take care of her destiny, and to 
provide against the most disastrous event. 
C^n I do better than present you with a 
wife who has been the pleasuns of my own- 
existence? — She will soon have no hus- 
band, and it is my sincere wish that she 
should find one in my friend Ludowico.— 
She was dearer to me than life ; I give her 
the strongest proof of my regard, by desir- 
ing to unite her to you— to make a choice 
for her which must be propitious to her 
happiness. The experience which I have 
had of you, assures me that she will find in 
you a consoler, and a firm support. I 
shall die contented, in the persuasion that 
] shall leave my Rhodiska under the pro- 
tection of a brave, sensible, and virtuous 
man. Do not seek to become rily avenger; 

leave 
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leave my enemy in peace, that he may not 
think of you : seek only to become my ri- 
val in the art of contributing to thcTelicity 
of Rhodiska. I desire, that when the knot 
which unites her to. me shall have been 
broken, the new union shall ^tkke place 
within three months after the day of my 
dissolution; my shade will then rest m 
peace. I do not fear that my Rhodiska or 
you will refuse to yield to my intentions ; 
I will not do either of you so much injus- 
tice, as to suppose you will deny my last 
wish, which I make, in the fullest conviction 
that.it will be for the happiness of botb..--^ 
Qest of friendsf, adieu !'* 



'* Here's then, oh my dear Rosomaski !^* 
exclaimed Ludowico, struck with surprise^ 
'^ what was the mysterious object of the 
solemn oath which you exacted from me, 
when you put me in possession of this 
writing. What a pledge is this you leave 

mc 
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me of your friendship ! — By giving, me a 
woman so accomplished, you give me hap- 
piness; but it will be embittered by the 
reflection that I enjoy it only because you 
have lost it. \yhat you ask of me as a ser- 
vice, is, on your part, a benefit of inesti- 
mable value; but ought you to have marked 
me out as a husband for your d^ar Rho- 
diska ? — Was this title wanting to render 
me the defender of your widpwed wife ? — 
She has loved yoii loo well, not to wish to 
continue faithful to your memory. If, ia 
obedience to your last will, she consent ta 
marry mie, what affection can I hope froin 
her ? — ^Will my caresses ever be efficacious- 
enough to dry up her tears ? — At the time 
when, full of veneration for her virtues, 
and respect JTor a treasure possessed by my 
friend, I forbade my heart tabe sensible to 
her charms, could I have ever foreseen that 
the most fatal event would bring her to 
my arms ! — But I must have done with re- 
ffections; I have sworn to do whatever 
you should impose' on me : I feel that I 

shall 
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shall want resolution to propose the exe- 
cution of U to Rhodiska; undoubtedly she 
has received son^e signification of your last 
intentions^ and will deliver her sentiments 
respecting the accomplishment of them," ' 
Such were the reffections which prei^sed 
upon the imagination of Ludowico^ at the 
perusal of this writing. INot knowing hoxY 
to meet the ey^s of Rhodiska till he should 
* have determined how to proceed, he left 
thie house privately, and went into onfe of 
the most solitarv walks which he coUld 
find, to deliver himself u]^ to uninterrupted 

meditation. 

When the hour of breakfast was come> 
Ludowico was not to be found ; ^nd after 
waiting some time, the two friends sat 
down to table with a melancholy air, as if 
they presaged that something new 'was 
about to trouble their repose. In the 
midst of breakfast, a servant delivered to 
Rhodiska a note and a parcel ; she open'ed 
the former *with a trembling liand, but in-. 

stantly 



u 
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8tantly dropped it on beholding the signa- 
ture of Lanfranco ! 

Heavens!" cried Theresia^ ''what is 
the matter? — ^Has any thing new happened 
to " 



She was about to add '' Ludowico/'- 
whose absence she was alarmed ; but she 
instantly checked the starting word. She 
saw that Rhodiska pointed to the nete> as 
if she wished her to read it^ and in eager 
anxiety she picked it up, and read what 
follows : — 



" By my consenting to It- 
berate you, I have shewn that my ven- 
geance is no longer directed against you. 
I give you another proof of it> by my haste 
to transmit you, from my castle on the 
shores of the lake of Guarda, the last will 
of your deceased husband, which was found 
in his clothes, and which may be of service 

, toT 
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to jou. You can fear no deception^ as 
the hand-writing must be well known to 
you. No longer your enemy, 

^' Lanpranco/' 



Bhodiska summoned the servant again, 
:to ask who brpught the note, and was in* 
formed it was left by an unknown person, 
who would not wait for an answer. Rhodiska 
♦hen looked on the superscription of the 
packet, and beheld, ^in the well-known 
hand- writing of Rosomaski, these words— 
*' For my dearest Rhodiska ; not to be 
opened till after my decease/^ — Her eyes 
were instantly filled with tears, and it was 
some time before 'fher^sia could prevail 
upon her to open the packet, and peruse 
the contents. When Rhodiska had pro- 
ceeded so far as the passage where Roso- 
maski, in the most pathetic and pressing 
manner, conjured her to marry his tendcj; 
friend Liidowico, she exclaimed^ — 

'' Dear 
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'' Dear Rosomaski ! nvhat do you enjoin 
-me? — to become the wife of another^ 
after having experienced the happiness of 
being yours !— What a trial for yourRho- 
diska^ — Can I love again^ after having lost 
you ? — I expected to live only to bewaii 
you ; my dearest hope was to remain faith- 
ful to your memory. The faithful turtle 
dove, deprived of its mate, never makes b, 
new choice. Sad and painful as is the 
title of the widow of Rosomaski, yet 
it is much dearer to me than tJtat of 
the wife of any other man. Why, by an 
iil-directed tenderness, have you wished to 
break my resolution; if I could give niy 
heart to any other, Ludowico would be 
the man. I. justly appreciate his merit,, 
and know the valu^ of his benefits ; he has 

V 

my friendship, but why mu&t all my love 
cease to be for you ?— You prGp6se*him to 
me to assure me a supporter; but what need 
have J of one, since I seek only to terrfai- 
nate my disastrous life? I should bless the 
crUelty of Lanfranco, if, by ending ray 

days 
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^ays ako^ he would bre?ik the barrier which 
retains me here on earth, exiled from 
you." 

Rhodiska uttered this apostrophe, ^and 
might have made one considerably longer; 
without the least interruption from' The- 
resia, who had no sooner learned that Roso- 
maski had bequeathed his nuptial couch to 
Ludowico, whom she loved in secret, than 
she felt as if a dagger had struck her to the 
heart. She was, at length, roused, by Rho- 
diska's asking her to give her the adyice of 
a tender friend, in so delicate a conjunc- 
ture. . ' 

" My dear friend," replied Theresia, 
dissembling her trouble and displeasure^ 
'*■ after having lost a most beloved husband, 
it is undoubtedly painful to be under the 
pbligatioTi of giving him a successor, and 
of receiving the kisses of the second on the 
cheek moistened with the traces of the 
tears occasioned by the loss of the first ; 
on the other hand, it might be painful to 
oppose the last intention$ of a husband,' 

who. 
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who/ little flattered that his wife should re- 
main faithful to his ashes^ himself conjures 
her to form a new engagement^ and throw 
herself into the arms of his friend. You 
know that I cannot preach up obedience 
to those last dictates^ which dispose of our 
hands without consulting our inclinations^ 
because I have resisted that of my mother; 
but there are cases of so delicate a nat\ire^ 
that even friendship would be justified in 
withholding advice. The situation in 
which you are placed, is.one of that na»- 
ture, and suffer me to leave you to your 
own impulse." * 

Rhodiska in vain pressed her to express 
her sentiments, but Theresia continued to 
excuse herself, and to give only unmean- 
ing answers. At length -she said to Rho- 
diska — '* I am unable to give you any other 
advice than what you may gather from my 
own example, in a similar conjuncture ; 
but let me ask of ypu, in my turn, whether, 
after what you have experienced of the 
ar.tifices of Lanfranco^ you are satisfied 
5 that 
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that this is iiot another toare kid for you ? 
—Are you certain that this wiH is not 
counterfeited?'' 

R|iOj|jiska again Ipoked at the hand-wri- 
ting with the most minute attention, and 
then replied/ that if it had not been for the 
doubt suggested to hier by Theresia, she 
should never have ientertained the least 
suspicion of its being a/orgery, nor could 
she then beKeve it to be so, 
. "Then I have no more to say/' rejoined 
Theresia ; '' and must intreat you not to 
pressrae any firfther on this subject/' 

Rhodiska was still looking on the will, 
as if to detect an imposition, when Ludo-' 
wico entered the room. ''Look at this 
p^per," said Rhodiska, presenting it to* 
him, '' and tell us whether it be really the* 
hand-writing of your lamented friend.". 

Whilst Ludowico was perusing; the paper^ 
Theresia regarded him with a look of the. 
most wistful attention. After he had X)er- 
used it, she saw lym pause, and ' waited 
his breaking silence with the most painful 
anxiety. , , 

VOL. IV, K '^ I ca 

n 
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'* I can have no doubt that this writing 
is ' really Rosoiiia^i V ' ^id Ludowico, 
" because previously to my last separati(>{r 
from my friend at Vistulof,. he delivered 
into my hands a sealed packet/ the coir-^ 
tents of which he made tne take an* path td 
observe. I broke it open this morning/ 
and found it to contain exactly, the same 
wish and the same injunction on me,, as^ 
that which is addi*essed to Rhodiskl has 
laid upon her : here is the packet whjch he 
delivered to me." ' 

« 

He presented it to Rhodiska, who per- 
used it with sil<^nt attention. ^' I can no 
longer enteiftain the least doubt of the last* 
wishes <^ my husband/* said Rhodiska; 
^' they are expressed too.clearly to be mis- 
mterpreted." 

''Andnftayl ask. Madam/' said Ludo- 
' 'Wico, ^' whether you are disposed to com- 
ply witli them ?'* 

" He could not have made a choice more 
agreeable to me/' replied Rhodiska, ''if P 
had not proposed to remain ever itrithful 
tohismafies. You are my most esteemed^ 

' firittifl; 
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ifHcnd ; btit^ still fnH of the im:^ af my 
dear Ros^Mhaski;, . it would cost me Coo 
much to. let .you take the title of my 
Iiover. JDoiriQt press me jto fulfil an enr 
gagement which appears to me to militate 
Against my: attachment to the memory of 
-fiosomaski." . 

- It is foi: you, Madan)i": rejoined Ludo^ 
wlbp, "to decide whether, on your part, 
you will jshew a respect to the memory of 
your late hoihand. As forme, I have • 
sworn to execu^e^ his intefitiQiis; I make it, 
therefore, a duty to* claim, an honour^, 
which I regard as the most precious, pledge 
of Iris friendship. I artv- Vjery far .froiji v 
pres^ng upon my advantages; but I per-, 
suftde myself, that in fixing upon me to 
succeed hini with his adored wife, our dear 
Roscmiaski has been guided as much by a 
iivedy. solicitude for your welfare* as by a 
desire to prove his regard for me. Fore- 
Iseiring that youmight one day be left alonei, 
and without a support, he has proposed to 
himself to give yoja a defender. I dare 
• ' V . K 2 say. 



/ .• 
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6a}% without too mitch presumption^ .that 
my unbounded devotion to whatever was 
dear to him, does not render me nn^worthy 
of so flattering a distinction. I will not ex- 
aggerate the dangers which still threaten 
•you : 1 should blush to make use * of such 
means to incline you to favour tny pre^ 
tensions; but I cannot refrain from ton- 
.£ding to you my apprehensions. Your 
deliverance^ you have informeit me, has 
been the work of the moderation of an 
accomplice of Lanfranco*: do not think 
that these monsters ever pardon ; their 
gentlest treatment are ofteii only preludes 
to new plans of vengeance. There stiH 
remains to you a son, a living ima^ g£ 
your dear Rosomaski ; you ought to w^ck 
oyer his preservation^ and to ^reakv6 
yourself for him. Suffer me, thien, to rc^ 
gk main with you, to defend you, 'and>!]oci}r 
you — to live and die for you. P«Onoiianri^ 
my destiny, and say whetherr y^u will 
fulfil the last injunctions of your husband^ 

and become my wife ?'' 

Rhodisksb 
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Rhodiska^ after a short silence^ had no 
dooner pronounci&d. the decisive word — 
'' yfea," — than >Theresia instantly hurried 
out of the room^ and retired to. her cham- 
ber; Ao giv^ vent to her grief in unre* 
Ktrained'agony.^ 



sse 



CHAP. IX. 



RhODISKA, vrho had observed srome al- 
teration in Theresia's cottnte^iancey desired 
Ludoivico to go and enquire whether she 
was unwell^ whilst she went to her own 
a]>af tment to dress herself. Ludowico fol- 
lowed Theresia \o her apai^ment ; but as 
be approached the door« he heard her 
tajking ; and stopped^ thinking she had 

K 3 some 
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some person with her. What vras his asto- 
liishment, when he heard her pronounce 
these words — 

"•Oh Liidowico ! it is you>!hen, t^hom 
fove has chosen to punish me for having* 
defied his power : I thought what I felt was 
only gratitude^ but it was a tenderer pas- 
sion. How much am I to be pitied ! — I 
love you more than myself, and yet I am 
, on the point of losing you for ever: the. 
indissolublcf ties, which you are shortly 
about to form, leave me no' hope of ever 
railing you mine. ' It is my dearest friend 
who, without knowing it, has plunged the 
dagger into ray heart. I must smothier the 
flame which consiunes me. What a tor- 
ment !— The most tender inclination draws 
me towards you, oh Ludowico ! and yet 1 
am reduced to the necessity of dissembling 
it. I should die with shame, if you shbultf 
discover the passion with which you in- 
spire me, and which you can never return : 
f should tremble to disturb the generous 
soul of my friend, and to expose her to 

severe 



severe pangSj by discovering to her whiat I 
suffer at the approach of her fatal inarriage. 
But how shall I be able to endure the an* 
gtiish which oppresses me ! — How power*- 
ful must then be this victorious ascendancy, 
which, in spite of me, subdues my haugh^ 
tiness, triumphs over my reason, and in- 
toxicates my heart !— What course* ought I 
to pursue ? — Yes, I will persist in my de- 
-sign ; 1 wilt endeavour to conceal my feel- 
ings : but will they not be betrayed by 
my looks, my words, and perhaps 6Ven by 
my sjlence ?— What tlimultuous struggles 
agitate my irresolute thoughts !— In vain 
-do I i^trive to form plans for my conduct. 
-Oh, Lirdowico ! I am only certain that I 
3ove yoir, and that i know not how long I 
•shall cbffiraand sufficient restraint over my- 
"self, Jo hide from yoa that yoii ^lone occapy 
all my thoughts." 

By degrees!, the sounds of her voice be- 
came more confused, imtil they were too 
low and interrupted, to make out any dis- 
tinct weirds. Ludowico heard only some 

K 4 , painful 
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painful exclamations^ mingled with deep 
sighs. He had^alwa} s thought that Ther^*. 
sia was inaccessible to the impressions of 
love^ and his surprise was extreme^ when 
^ he had obtained an unquestionable proof 
that she possessed an exquisite sensibility^ 

* 

and that be himself was the cause of 'this 
jastonishing nietamorphosis. Though it 
must be flattering to find one^sself belbved, 
jet this generous man could not help feel- 
^ing pain^ at thinking that he had inspired a 
passion which it wa§ become impossible 
.for^him to return. He would have wished 
at that instant to have been pbssdsse^''of a 
second heart, . whichhe would haVe liiime- 
diately bestowed upon Theresia ;' but/ un- 
abie to divide his homage, he was bbll^ed 
to reserve it entire for Bhodiska^ *^hosc 
virtues and charms deserved an exclusive 
tenderness. He had nothing left to be- 
stow On Theresia but an affectionate regard, 
a tribute of admiration, and aentiments qC 
gratitude. 
As he walked softly from the door, he 

. resolved 
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resolved never to disclose to Rhodiska 
w1>ar he had so accidentally discovered^ lest 
she might wsh to delay a mUrriage so dc*^ 
itructive to the repose of her frieiid. 

In his way he met with RKodiski, who 
was that instant abbut to stekTfaeresia, silid 
to clear up her concern for her healtb. She ^ 
immediately asked Ludowico if he had 
heai*d whether her friend vhis^ unwell ?-r^ 
Ludowico only »)swered, that she had shut 
herself up, and that he did not think pro* 
per to disturb her. Rhodiska then sought 
Theresia in her chamber ; but her enqui* 
ries prod'uced only evasive answers^ as 
Theresra had armed herself with dissimula^ 
tiott on the tnie state of her ailments 

In the mean time, the barbarous^ Lait* 
franco was con^olinj? himself for the de* 
parture of Rhodiska, with the 4dea that by 
escaping from his ^ands, ahe* would hat free 
herself from his vengeance. His ferocious 
liearti^ad> beside, a two- fold satisfaction in 
holding the two rcnjaining objects of his 
impiaQable haibed in hit hatldi. He weat 

.%5 to 
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'to find Paittina; ivhom he bad shut up' in a 

little subterranean apartment^ whose fur- 
'fiiture consisted of a wretched bed^ a stool 

and table : at the ntomlcnt he afppeared bo- 

"^Cf^ .her, she was reading a religious bookj 

'>rhieh> by some odd caprice, he Jbad cajused 

^'fo be phu:ed on* the table. This amiable 

^^duftg lad J, after bavin|; .passed several 

dajfii in bewailing th€ fgte; of- her parents, 
!whom she stipjiosed X.o have perished, had 
-fcnndt in her religious principles, a sourcje 
: 6f consolation unknown to the wicked. — 
-At sight of Lalifranco she grew paler, and 

trembled with horror. *^' You see, Mad^rii/' 
^Biid Lanfrarico,, ". to what mlsfortjunes x\ft 

blind preference which your mother gave 
.to another man, and the inji^ries.with which 
.your father has loaded me, have subjected 
• them and you.' ' 

''Your crimes,", replied Paulina, ''.have 
' sufBcientiyjustified my mother's preference, 

and my father is incapable of .doing 'ii^Ju- 

fi^ to any one." 

" Be that as it way,*' rejoined JLan franco, 

"they 
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" they are now suffering a thousand tor- 
ments in their separation from e^ch other/* . 
. " Ah ! I breathe again/! cried Paulina ; 
''they stiil exist." 

" Yes> Madam, they exiist," replied Xan- 
franco; ^' I torment them, but I do not 
.wish for their death. My resentment ought 
to be less violei)t against' you than then^. 
I may be even induced to give you your, 
liberty, at the reqiiestof a friend of your% 
who is arrived here from Genoa. L am. 
going to send him to you.'* 

As he left the room, Paulihar exclaimed-^-p- 
'* Alas ! can it be' so ?- — Is the generou$, 
the worthy Giovanno, fallen into the bands 
of this wicked man^ nnd' implicated in our* 
misfortunes? — I shall then be wretched. 

indeed !'*. — She had scarcely, finished thes€* 

* 

fiords befcrc she beheld the vile Gramani. 
'•^Are you the friend fiom Genoa*?*' 
said Paulina; *' then, thank Heaven*! my 
fears were vain !'* ' • • 

# — 

''They were, indeed/' replied Gramani>. 
''-■fox I have ensured your ij^fety. I' have* 
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no Other business here than to give yo» 
the most undoubted proofs of my sincere 
attachment to you- It cotrld not have es- 
caped your observation at Genoa^ thai 
I loved, I adored you; but I was then 
bpund to another : I was no sooner freed 
from my chains, than I longed to wear 
your^, and to rescue you from the tyranny 
which, by claiming your gratitude, Gio- 
vanno exercised over you. It was barba- 
Tous to scfclude you from the world, wha 
were formed to be seen and admired. I 
now offer you my heart, with all the plea- 
sures which the world can afford." 

"I prefer this,, and eVen a worse, abode 
without you," said Paulina. 

" You do not know half the torments 
which the cruel Lanfranco is yet preparing 
for you," said Gramani, " and which your 
consent to giVe me your hand ran alone 
zescue you from. He will not dare to per- 
secute one who shall make me her protec<> 
tor.r* , 

. •'He cannot add to my sufferings," 

replied 
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replied Paulina, '' now that he has sub- 
jected me to your insults; but I despise 
both you and them/^ 

*' I shall not rest till I have procured 
you your liberty, however," saidGramani: 
'* I take my leave for the present ; and, 
perhaps, at our next interview, you will 
have altered your mind.'* 

Paulina cast her eye on her book ; and 
as Gramani observed that she took no fur- 
ther notice of him, he retired, leaving ber 
in the utmost consternation at knowing 
tliat her parents and herself had another 
no less cruel and artful enemy than Larr- 
franco to deal with. At riight she wouFd 
not suffer herself to take any repose, but 
continued reading and weepfng. 

The next day the woman, who attended 
her brought the breakfast as usual: after 
she had barely s??tisfied the cravings of 
nature, she saw the woman enter with a 
miner's frock, which, she told her, phe wais 
iq put on, to pass undiscovered through 
the caverns, previously to her being libera- 
ted. 

'* Liberated 
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''Liberated, indeed!" replied the af- 
frighted Paulina, who expected no other 
deliverance than death. 

As she offered no resistance, the ^woman 
threw the frock over her hea<i, and fastened 
it round the waist. Lan franco then entered 
the room, and declared that he was going 
to perform the pfbmise which he bad made 
her on the preceding day, of ^setting her 
at liberty, at the request of her friend from 
.Genoa; but he must forewarn her,, thati 
till he had carried her to^ia. distance from 
his castle, he could not dispense with blind*- 
folding her. Paulina's eyes were covered, 
without her making the least aomplaint or 
resistance^ either from knowing their in- 
efficacy, or from the stupefaction whi©h 
her terror occasioned.- She was then con- 
ducted to a carriage, and placed .in it; 
JLanfrancQ took his seat beside her. By 
jlhe light of the torches, whjch several, men ^ 
.on horseback carried^ they pursued . their : 
route tfirough the subterranean passages 
3vhich lead from the Carpathian caverns tq 
the mines of Wielitska,^ During the threje- 

hours; 
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'hours which they eniployed in traversing 
the five leagi^s which formed the lenglh 
of thi? passage Paulina answered not a 

] syllable to* all the consolatory speeches 

r which Lanfranco.made to her, on the sub- 
ject of her being about to regain her 

.liberty.. 

They passed through the mines of Wie- 

- Utskay which were then entirely deserved, 

- because that day was a festival for all the 
-workmen,, who, except Lanfranco's ac- 
:complices; had quitted the iQines, to go 

• inta^the adjoining villag€S,vand give theni- 
*. selves up lo their rude sports and pastimes. 
-As soon as the carriage , arrived on the 
: surface of the earth, the coachman, accord- 
ing. fo his orders,, drove it into a part of 
*,the forest, situated at no great -distanue 
from another entrance into the mine,-^ 

• When it arrived at a certain spot, theicoach- 

- mail stopped it, and Lanfranco ^alighted, 
faud assisted Paulina to do the ^ame: he 

loosened the bandage from her eyes, and 
said to h?r — 

"You 
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'* You arc at liberty. Madam ; direct 
your steps that way, and you will soon ar- 
rive at a place wkere you will find a car- 
riage to convey, you to Craeow: but I 
forbid yoH, at the peril of your life, to 
reveal to any ]>erson that you have been 
confined in the subterraneans of my castle 
o» the shoreS'Of the ieri^e of Guanla/' 

Paulina eagerly embraced the opportH-^ * 
Bity of quitting the presence of her per- 
secutor ;. she walked away haslUy, over- 
joyed,, notwithstanding, her supposition 
that she was at so great a distance from her 
friends,, a^ once more beholding the light 
•f day, and the variegated scenes of vege- 
tative nature. Already hope is renewed 
in her heart, and she begins to think of 
the means which she shall employ to reiiirai 
to Genoa, which was nearer than Xnicow, 
and to procure th^ deliverance of her 
parents^ She walked beyond her feeble 
strength, as she amused herself wit4> these 
pleasing schemes, and beheld with admira- 
tion the i^aje&tic settiiig of rhcsutt — a si^ht 

"^ ,. whi«h 
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which she had been so long deprived of^ 
and despaired of ever beholding again. — 
She continued walking, without discover- 
ing any termination of the surrounding 
forest, till fatigue compelled her to rest 
herself at the foot of a tree. Either want 
of sleep during the preceding night, or 
the glaring light of day, to which her eyes 
had been so long unused, overcame her, 
and, in spite of all her endeavours, she fell 
into a slumber, whence she was suddenly 
roused by perceiving herself raised up from 
the ground. She opened her ey.es, and 
beheld a black spectre, which carried her 
away, grinding his teeth, and grinning most 
horribly; Paulina uttered a dolefiil ciy, 
and became insetislble. When she came to 
herself, she perceived that she was held on 
the knees of the spectre, who, seated on a 
plank, and suspended in the air, slid along 
a great cable, whose extremity was lost in 
the bottom of the abyss. iThis descent was 
lighted only by a lanthorn, whose feeble 
light only made the darknesi^ more fright^ 

flit. 
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ful, by yfcndering it visible, and discovering 
4he depth of the gulph. It vrould be im- 
possible to describe the terrors of Paulina^ 
ivho experienced such a convulsion, that 
she would have inevitably fallen, if she had 
not been retained by the strong arm of the 
spectre. ' 

At the end of half ah hour, she perceived 
the bottom of the abyss ; the apettre quits 
his vehide, ^nd carries her to a vast sub- 
terranean hall, where n^w objects 'of terror 
awaited her. Every thing appeared which 
might impress the mind with, the idea of 
its beitig the dark abode of demons : Pau* 
iina beheld ^ sort of colossal figure, covered 
with black skins, and seated on a coffin.-^ 
His eyes were of the colour of fire; his 
head bristled with horns; his hand* was 
armed with an iron fork> whose triple 
prongs sparkled. On each jside stood two 
tother figures, whose appearance was no 
less terrifying, and who -seemed to attend 
bis orders. 

As soon as Paulina appeafed^ one of 

them 
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fhem ^prteentcd her with a paper, on i^ich 
tvere ihscribed, in large .characters, these 
words : — '' Give an account of your con-^ 
duetto the grand chi^f of the infernal 
regions/'-^Patilinti, whose strength of 
mind was superior to this deception, threw 
the paper on the ground* and said not a 
word. The chief of the demons wrinkled 
nisbrow, gnashed his teeth, and lashed the 
air with his trident ; this was a signal to 
the two ministers, who instantly suspended 
themselves by the rope of an enormoue ' 
bell, and rang it violently ; all the echoes 
6f the* caverns repeated the thundering 
sfd'unds. • , 

Shortly, a troop of demons, whose figures 
were various, but all of a nature Ito inspire 
horror, appeared, making such ffightful 
hissings, that one would have imagined 
himself transported into one of those 
islands which are inhabited only* by legionl 
of snakes. They surrounded Paulina, and 
carried her away, hissing furiously all the 
way, into another Iiall still more frightful, 

She 



i; 
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She perceived a fiery furnace^ in the midst 
of which was an enormous boiler, which 
seemed to resound with the cries of the 
Victims which it contained^ as if they were 
suffering all the pangs of being plunged 
into a bath of boiling water^ The demons 
danced round the furnace, and shouted as 
they cast fre^h fuel on 'the fire. 

Paulina was very little distracted by all 
these demoniac exhibitions^ as she was in- 
wardly preparing herself to meet that 
termination of her sufferings which she 
expected. She was, however, removed' 
from this hall, and conducted into a sort of 
dark valley, where her ears were struck 
with a noise resembling that which is hear^ 
in those vast abysses contained in the bow- 
els of \h.e Alps, which are the sources of 
so many famous rivers. She sees the tdr- 
rents falling over the rugged summit of a 
rock, from which a thousand cdngekitioni!r 
hung in stalactites. These waters siink aV 
the foot of a rock, and lost themselves^ with 
ft hoarse bellowing. The ^ir around was 
loaded with a thick mjst. 

The 
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The Kissiitg demons then forced Paulina 
^o the bottom of a deep valley, where she 
saw a large reservoir, whose waters wertfc 
slightly agitated ; they placed her in a 
small boat, which floated near the edge, 
and pushing it ofTto a distance, they pulled 
it round $he reservoir by means of a chain, 
4>ne end of which was fixed to it, and the 
other extremity they held in their hands. 
As soon as Paulina saw herself alone in the 
boat, she imagined ihat they designed to 
aink it with her ; but in a few minutes, her 
fears changed their object. All the de- 
mons, shouting with the utmost fury, 
approached their torches to the wrface of 
the water, wKich was instantly covered with 
a bliii^h flame, like that which proceeds 
from spirituous liquors, and exhaled a 
strong odoiir of napfba and bitumen. The 
quivering flame approached the boat,, and 
Paulina, either yielding at length to so 
miiny terrors, or overcome with the smelly 
feill extended on the bottom of the. boat. 
The chief of the pret0nded demons, who, 

as 
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AS vrill be easily gueased, was no oiher than 
JUnfrante btmselC instantly oordesred that she 
afaouldbe brcnight-to land^ and convey e|:. 
to her chamber at the bottom of the Car-^ 
pathian caverns. These orders were im* 
mediately executed : Paulina was'conveyi^ 
to a carriage, which was in nvaiting, and 
carried to her - chamber, where she was 
placed on the bed, still insensible. . *. > 
As the pretended demons were no* other 
than Lanfranco and his accomplices, soth^ 
phenomena which had been made use of 
to terrify the utihappy Paulina, all existed 
in the mines of Wielitska. The spectre 
wha seized her in ..the forest^ was only. ob«, 
of the workmen, who. had beeti selected for 
his amaaing. strength :• the grand judge was 
one of the tallest workmen ; and Xanfmnco 
and Gramani were his two ministers. The 
bell was (hat which summoned the labour*- 
ers to their work after the houfs of rest 
^i^erc* expired! the large cauklron,- which 
appeared to oratain wristches pnnished^by 
fire, W«B the boiler in whith* all the food 

of 
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of the two thdusand men, generally em- 
ployed in the mines, was prepared; the 
groans Were, seat forth by some persons 
placed, on purpose behind it. The reser- 
voir, which was meant to design a river of 
jfire rolling through a valley of tears, was 
only a wonderful spring, which nature has 
placed in these caverns, and whose surface, 
constantly covered with naptha, kindles at 
the contact of a lighted torch. These fiery 
vapours disappear presently, when the water 
k beaten with long bundles of flexibly 
rods.* 



; ■ i 
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CHAP, X. 




As soon as Paulinia was put into the 
carriage^ the flames were extinguished in 
that manner^ and Lanfranco and his accom- 
plires hastened to put every object in its 
usual state, and to clear away all the ma^ 
chinery employed to persuade Paulina that 
she was in .the infernal regions^ or rather 
that she had dreamed so. As all the work- 
men of the mine were to return to their 
labour on the next day^ it was' necessary 
to let nothing appear which might awaken 
the suspicions of those who were not initia- 
ted into the mysteries of lanfranco. 

I^aulina ne\er awoke till tVe next morn- 
ilig^ when^ after brenkfittt^ she saw the. 

detested 
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detested Lanfranco and Gramani enter the 
room. '' I am afraid/' said the former, 
'' that your rest last night must have been 
disturbed by some horrible vision, as the ' 
woman who attends you informs me that 
you uttered the most piercing groans." 

*' I have seen nothing worse than you, 
and your companion who accompanies 
you," replied' Paulina ; ^* you are more 
hideous to me than any other appearance 
whatever: but you are deceived, if you 
imagine that I believe there is any thing 
supernhtiiralin those horrid sights which 
you presented to me last night. You may 
tprri/y me, but it is out of your power to 
pervert my senses." 

*' Be it so," rejoined Lanfranco ; " I will 
no longer seek to deceive you. Know, 
then, that you are not in the subterraneans 
of my castle, on the shores of the lake of 
Guarda, but in the caverns of tlie Carpa- 
thian, mountains^ which communicate with 
the mines of Wielitska, in the neighbour- 
hood of Cracov^. I reveal this to you, 

VOL. IV; L ^ because 
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"because I hiave nothing tp fear from the 
discovery. The spectre who carried you 
aw^y, and all th^ demons you beheld last 
evening, were only, my instruments of 
vengeance^ the phenomena, which you wit- 
nessed are^ only the natural curiosities of 
this place. I am now going to convince 
you of it.'* — So paying, he ordered her at- 
tendant to clothe her once more in the 
miner's frock, to escape obser\'ation, and 
made her go with himself and Graniani. 

They conducted her fir^ to the machine 
ivhich raised and lowered the platform, of 
which they described to her all the uses.— 
Paulina groaned at so much wickedness, 

' but she uttered not a syllable. They then 
made her traverse those prodigious cavi- 
ties, the surprising reiSylts of an excavation 
continued during several ag^. She could 
not behold, without extreigne astonishment, 

• those vast abodes^ which extended several 
leagues. After having wandered nearly 
two bours in the Carpathian mountains, 
they came tp the passage which formed the 

communicajtioD 
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communication with the tnin^s of Wielit- 
ska. The length of this dark passage filled 
Pauiina with teirror. At length they arrived 
at the mines of Wielitska, that wonderful 
laboratory of nature ; where, at eich step, 
Paulina beheld new objects of surprise.— ■ 
They made her observe the labourers, who e 
nunTber ^nd activity recalled to the spec- 
tator the laborious tails of a swarm of bees, 
driving from all quarters, to fill their wiii- 
ter's granary. Some, armed with wedges, 
hammers, and axes, separated from the mass 
enormous blocks of salt, which fell with a 
terrible crash, like those immense fragments 

which are described* by travellers, as de- 

« # 

taching themselves from the Alps and Cor- 
dilleras, with a noise like thunder ; others 
divided those solid blocks into fragments 
easy to be transported : some drove the 
waggons, drawn by several horses or 
wooden cylinders, on which were placed 
vessels filled with this crystal, reduced to 
small pieces, or transparent prisms, of an im- 
mense size; others, as those excavations were 
' . L 2 . ' forming. 
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forminjr, supported the cumbrous roof with 
pillars of enormous piles of wood, fastened 
by iron clamps. Others again superin-: 
tended these labours, as they moved about 
from place to place/ to deliver the ordefs 
of the chief overseers, and to see that; gill 
worked with industry. They next visited 
the stab]es, which were the depot of the 
magazines of forage^ the waggons em- 
ployed for the service of the mines, and 
nearly one hundred horses. They looked 
into the huts t)f the workmen, which were 
caverns of about eight feet square, fur- 
nished with some rude articles, and secured 
. by doors! 
. As they went along, Paulina beheld the 
different objects, which had been made u§e 
of to terrify her on the preceding even- 
ing, the clock, the boiler, the torrents of 
water, and the reservoir. They next en- 
tered the cabinet of the Jew Ishmael, who 
was absent ; it was dug out of ihe mass of 
salt, .and was a kind of subterranean pa- 
laccj but far exceeding them ih the won- 
derful 
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derful decorations which it contained. It 
was lighted by lustres and chandeliers of 
transparent salt, which, by the fire of the 
lamps^ sparkled like rock crystal. There 
the mineral kingdom displayed all its pro- ' 
digies ; the blocks of salt assumed a thou- 
saxitf different shapes, in columns, vases^ 
arm-chairs, desks, tables, &c., polished with 
the nicest art.' Ishmael's cabinet abounded 
in mineral riches; it contained the rarest 
and most curious articles which could be 
discovered, in ransacking the bowels of 

N, 

the earth; There were to be seen all th^ 
varieties of metals, minerals, and fossils^ 
which the earth forms in its dark laborato- - 
ries; besides surprising petrifactions of 
trees, fruits, animals, and even human ske- 
letons, entirely changed into stone, as if 
they had been transformed by Medusa's, 
shield. 

Paulina's conductoi-s next led her to the 
chapel of this subterranean city, where 
every object would have excited her admi- 
r^ti&n; and given her sensations of pleasure^ 

L S if 
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if she had not entertained continual appre^ ' 
hensions of sbme sinister designs. The' 
tapers with which it was pui*posely deco- - 
rated and illumined^ cast such a dazzIing^ ' 
splendor on all the objects of cs^ed salt> 
reflected and multiplied^ that the eyt -• 
might have been deceived into a belirfiaf • 
a temple lined with diaint)ndsand precious 
stones. Filled with religious admifsition^ 
Paulina ejaculated a shorty but fervent, 
prayer, forthe preservation of her parents* 
"Here," cried Latriranco, '*yott may* 
end your sufferings, if you please, and se-- 
cure to yourself ease and plenty. After 
having revealed to you all my secrets, yov 
may rest assOred that it is not my intention 
to let you ever quit these abodes. By per- " 
niitting you to return to Cracow, I should 
not only expose myself to accusations, w 
much the more 'dangerous- as you know 
my retreat, and the engine of lall my in- 
tri<^pes, but I should, moreover, deprive 
mvse^f of a vencreance which i wish to 
prolong. You havo witnessed all the' 

extent 
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eJLt^eot of my ddmaitts ; you know all the 
effects of my ^t)wer; my friend, Gramani,, 
is ftext- to myself, and subject to no other 
person^in his controul over my dependants. 
Her^, in this consecrated place, ple<;lge 
your fai'tb to him, and you will equal him 
in his €ommanc<^ ^nd have nothing more tot 
dread from my vengeance/' 

*' I. need have nothing more to dread,'" 
replied Paulina, " since death, in its most • 
horrible shape, would' not be half so terrific 
to me as the degradation of givfng my 
hand to otie whom I despise and detest." 

** Then hear the alternative;," cried Lah- 
franco, with a face glowing with rage : 
*' sunk to the lowest degree of abject Ma- 
very, you shall groin in vain, for having 
i^tespised my indulgence. Mixed wilhr ih6 
wretches, who, in these dark caverns, ^a^ 
their lives iii the vile erftploymeiit of 
mending the clothes of the workmen of 
the mines, you shall deplore the foolish: 
blindness whieh dictates to you to cbhtemil 
the intercession of my frierid^ and thi^ 
* ' l4 ' pardoiu 



* 224 THE INVISIBLK )2NEJfy. . 

pardon wtjich he has procnred to be offered 
to you, and to draw on yourtfelf the irre- 
concileablehate of an enemy who nevfr par- 
dons, unless it be the ashes of his victims." 
" Alas, then, barbarian !" cried Paulina, 
in the bitterness of her indignation and 
gneVj "I oan no longer Coubt it; my 
unhappy parents have fallen under your 
Wows. It was only to deceive me that 
you declared to me that they still existed? 
those protesfations were false.. Your sneer- 
ing smile, and ferocious look, assure me 
that they are no more, and that your heart 
is delighted with long draughts of a san- 
guinary vengeance ; finish your crimes, by 
sacrificing^ their daughter; ^trike-r-I wished 
only to live for them ; now that they are 
gone, I desire nothing inore than to fol- 
low them." 

" No," replied Lanfranco, " I have told 
you that I do ndt wish for the death of my 
victims ; they wor'd be then beyond my 
reach, and I should lose all the'pleasyres 
of vengeance. . I prolong the lives of my 

cncmiejf. 
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enemies, only to prolong their tonnetits. 
I have vowed an itpplacable and eternal 
vengeance against those who gave you 
birth; that is enough to make me perse- 
cute all who are dear to them : but as you, 
yourself, have never given me any offence, 
I still wish to have an opportunity of ex- 
cepting you from their just punishtaent. — 
You are acquainted with the only means, 
and if you persist in your refusal '" 

" As I certainly shall to the end of my~ 
life/* said PauUna,^ interrupting him-. 

" Then /^hat you have already suffered/*' 
resumed Lanfranco, "shall be nothing; 
compai'ed with what will be to come." 

"I am perfectly resigned/* said Paulinia^r 
'' I will suffer patiently all that your cruel 
afnd nnjust vengeance can^ heapupon^me ;: 
but I will never ^base m^yself to procurer 
any enjoyment which it may be in your 
power to offer me/* 

"Rash, inconsiderate woman !*' cried 
Gramani, " I tremble for you. Will youf 
xehder all my efforts, to save you fruitless ?**^ 

L i ' "1 ha^re 
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" I have already told you/' replied Pau 
lina, '' that death is preferable, in my sight, 
to life procured through your intercession.*** 
/''No more then," cried Lanfranco; 
" return with us to your prison, and ex- 
pect the efTectsof my resentment, now kind- 
led more^fiercely than ever." 

So saying, he seized Paulina by the arm, 
and pulled her out of the chapel. They 
again traversed the mines of Wielitska, the 
subterranean passage, and the caverns of the 
Carpathian mountains, until they arrived at 
Paulina's cell. 

** Once more, and for the last time," 
cried Lanfranco, " I offer you the choice 
of marriage with Gramani, or my implaca- 
ble^and eternal vengeance." 

'^The latter, undoubtedly," replied 
Paulina, ^ith a firm look and voice. 

** Be it so," said Lanfranco, lifting np 
his voice. This was the signal for the ea- 
trance of three women, in one of whom, 
Paulina recognised, with increased horror, 
the treacherous Dorothea, who came f<^ 
execute the cruel designs of Lanfranco. 

'^Here/' 
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*' Here," cried, Lanfranco, pointing to 
.Dorothea, " is one whom you formerly 
commanded, and who was obliged' to obey 
you ; she shall now he your i^iperious task- 
mistress, and you shall obey her; Ishall^ 
delight in humiliating that imperious fa*- 
mily who once d^pised me. Your future' 
mistress, Dorothea, is now the directress of 
tfce females employed, in doing the needle- 
work of the;mine ;: those other two are the- 
principal workwomen. To them I confide ^ 
the office of seeing that you are industrious 
in performing the meanest employments^ 
which they can find for you* Take her 
away,*'' added he; addressing KtraseJf to> 
Dorothea an.d the other two women, " andl 
observe what I have commanded you/' 

These three women, faithful . to> the in-- 
atructi6ns which had been cancerted be* 

tween Itanfranco and Gramani> . hurried . 

« 

Paulina into ai}> adjoining store-^room, . 
where they clothed her io^ the d^ess^ usually, 
worn in their wretched employment> andl 
tfaen hastened to shut her up in* the work^ 

I1.6 room,. 
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room, and to load her with every kind of 
indignity wiiich their ingenuity could de- 
vise 

f * 

Larrfranco was impatient to feast his eye« 
with the spectacle of the convulsions of 
Rosomaski. Like that hideous insect, the 
spider, the industrious weaver of snares, 
and mortal enemy of the winged insects, 
which, after having devoured one victim, 
entangled in one part of its trembling net, 
runs to glut its fury on^ another, suspended 
to another thread, and struggling in vain 
to disengage itself from the silkert web, 
which only tetters it the more strongly — 
so did Lan franco hasten from one vengeance 
to another. . ' • 

Previously to entering the chamber in 
which Rosomaski languished, he caused hiin 
to be heavily ironed, that he might be th^ 
more certain of approaching him with im* 
punity. From that frightful day on which 
Rosomaski had been dragged before Rho- 
diska to play a part in that heart-rending 
scene, he had always remained with hi^ 

hands 
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hands and legs unfeUered. He was seized 
i^ith a deadly astonishment, when he was 
again forced to receive new shackles; he 
dkl not know what conjectures he was to 
draw'from such violence; but his anguish 
bad been so esccessive for a lo«g tinvey that 
if -could scarcely receive additional weight. 
Whilst Ke suffered in the presence of Rho- 
diska, he had been less wretched ; but the 
instant he was separated from her, his heart 
was oppressed with a heavier load. Less 
tormented with his own troubles than with 
those to which he imagined that she was 
exposed, hqjiad never ceased from enter- 
taining the tnost giboiTjy imaginationi?. — 
Sometimes he beheld her, constrained by 
forcfe, yielding to her ferocious -oppressor 
an unworthy victory ; at others, he painted 
her resolved to remain faithful, in spite o,f 
the most horrid threats, and preferring 
death to shame. Those cloudy ideas, ob^ 
ficured his imagination, when he heard the 
door of his prlw)0 resound ou its hinges., 
Laofranco advanced towards him^ and said. 

to 
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to him, with a look which betrayed his^ 
cruel transports— 

" Audacious Ro^omaski ! — ^you undoubt- 
edly ought, by this time, to repent of your 
insolent arrogance, and of the fatal sue- 
cesses which you formerly obtained oyer 
me. llred of being a lover repulsed with 
contempt, I have become a> formidable 
enemy ; I wished to be beloved, but I am 
certain of being dreaded. ' Too long suf- 
fering under contempt, t have known' how 
to revenge myself/* 

" Barbarous Lanfranco T* replied 1lo$o^ 
maski^ '^ your heart is nourishad only witiliF 
galL H^vf you not sufficiently loaded me 
^ith evils ? — Do. you wish \.o make me ex-- 
|lire by the slow and cdmvulsive death wbicb^ 
fellows despatr V* . 

'^ Let them tax mcf with ferocity^** said!" 
£aofr^nco ; '* what care I, so as I can re- 
yenge myself ? — I smife at .the horrors- 
Which I inspire : my heart. Shut against the 
finer feelings, knows no oth^r enjoyment 
tfiQif thai of rage. A common vengeance^ 

does; 
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does not suffice my resentment ; it must 
have one prolonged, and combined with 
cold blood, which will procure me plea*- 
sures of some duration. Death appears 
to me a punishment too mild for my ene- 
mies ; 1 am better satisfied if they linger a 
'long tiitie in the agonies af a miserable 
eiistence." 

/' Monster f * a'ied Rosomaski, " what a 
horrid portrait have you drawn of yourself r 
-—Compared with you, tigers have a degree 
of gentleness, since they tear their prey 
' only to devour it, and not to prolong its' 
sufferings/' 

*' Whatever injurious^ names," said tan^ 
franco, " you may lavish upon me, I shall 
not the less adhere lo those principles 
which you detest. The inexpressible 
joy of increasing your distress, is what 
brings me now before you. I have before 
unveiled* to you all the extent of your mis- 
fortunes, of those of your family, arid the 
profound depth of my terrible' combina- 
tions.**' 

"Alasr 
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"A?as!" cried Rosomaski, interrupting 
- him, '' do you come to announce to me 
the death of my Rhodiska, or her dishonour 
and mine ?*' 

"No'; be easy as to her fate; but it is 
not yet time to speak of her. I must first 
shock you with the picture of the most 
monstrous ingratitude. '*. 

At these words, the treacherous Zokalef 
and Dorothea appeared on the threshold 
of the door, which had remained half open; 
they approached with an easy step and 
smiling air. 

*' Behold/' criied Lanfranco, " these do- 
mestics, whom, during, so many yeare^ 
yourself and your wife have loaded with 
SQ many benefits ; they have been my most 
devoted agents. You have been already 
acquainted with the services which they 
rendered me previously to their quitting 
Vistulof ; but they have performed divers 
others since that time. Zokalef,. in parti- 
cular, is the person who executes the office 
of paying all the expences aecessary to my 

enterpnzes 
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enterppizes to oYerwhelm you ; he has 
served me with as much zeal as intelligence. 
Dorothea, by means of the letter which she 
transmitted to you at Genoa, has not only 
caused you the most excruciating torments, 
on the supposed infidelity of your friend 
Ludowico, but by means of another letter, 
written to Colond Darnim, wherein she 
pointed out thit friend as the sole obstacle 
to his ardent wishes of espousing his son 
to Theresia, she caused him to arrest Ludo- 
wico on his return from Jaroslow, and 
throw him into one. of the dungeons of the 
citadel of Cracow." 

"Monster V exclaimed Rosomaski, ''my 
beloved friend then langui^hes^— ^'' 

/'No," interrupted Lanfranco, " he has 
been released by the death of Colonel Dar- 
nim ; but it is to give you such agonizing 
* pangs, that you would rather have wished 
him in his grave, as I shall make you feel 
by-and-by. But to continue : — These 
faithful servants have merited a splendid 
recompence, and I have it in store for 

them. 
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them.. In my eyes, they could not deservfc 
it better than by assisting me to tyrannize 
ovfer my enemy : hence, my faithful ser- 
van ts, and send hither him who has. the- 
greatest claim to my confidence." 

At these words, Dorothea and Zokalef 
left the room, whilst the indignatit Roso* 
maski pursued them with a thousand exe* 
crations. Presently afterwards, Lanfranco. 
saw the person whom he had sent for, ar* 
rive and stand at the exterior of the door* 
Rosomaski directed his eyes thithe/, and 
beheld,, as he uttered a deep groan, the in- 
famous Gramani. 

^ Rosooei^ki,"' said Lan franco, *' you 
see one of the principal artisans of your 
misfortune^ whom 1 had the happiness to 
fall in with, and to engage, during my re- 
sidence at Venice. Born with a halural 
sagacity, and extraordinary talents, he is; 
fit for any thing, and succeeds in all that 
he undertakes. He has instructed himself, 
without the aid of masters, in engraving 
and sculpture ; and he has obtained a tho- 
rough 



• • 
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rmigh knowledge bf the mechanics. His 
talfenfs have acquited so tftiTch the greatfet 
perfectioii, becatiste they hav^ been em- • 
pfeydd to no other end than rmschief ;' he 
heai^ me, and iie will agree that I do not • 
flartter eithef his talents or his designiS. I 
owe to his plans almost all the contrivan*^ * 
ces I have put into execution against you ; 
it 'Was he who headed the party whkh cat^ 
ried you from Cfacow to Geho^, and hfe 
halj renPiatned there till lately, to give rae 
notice of all your actions, and to continue 
my vengeance towards you. But his last ' 
contrivance has so far exceeded all the 
refet, that I cannot sufficiently recompfensfe 
him any other way than by bestowing 6n 
him the hand of your daughter^ who^e lift 
I have spared for that purpose. Vou will, 
at least, owe me some gratitude for givmg 
yotr such a son-in-law ; for, in addition ta 
. his othdr talents, Gramani hais made money 
formerly." 

As Lanfranco uttered these last words, 
be approached Gramani, who was ins,«isi- - 

^ We 
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ble to shame^ lowered the collar of his 
shirty ( which he might easily do^ because 
Gramani was designedly without waistcoat 
or coat) and uncovered the shoulder 6r 
this malefactor. Rosomaski beheld with 
horror the impression of a hot iron. Ro- 
somaski^ who had been made acquainted 
with Gramani's keenness through Sardine's 
confession, but had not had time to learn 
from Giovanno the history of his scandalous 
life, was thunderstruck at beholding the 
tarnished body of a man with whom he had 
once lived on terms of strict intimacy. 

" But, my dear Gramani," cbntinued 
Lanfrdnco, ^' we have said enough in pra:ise 
of your talents; it is now time to shew' 
their chrf d^otvnjre.'* 

Gramani, at these words, hastened off 
from the door ; and Rosomaski asked Lan- 
franco either to ease his distracted heart, 
or break it at once, by acquainting him 
with the fate of- Rhodiska. 

"^ You shall know it presently/' replied 

Lanfranco, who at that moment saw Gra- 

• ' ' roani 
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niani return towards the door, , laden with 
the work of which he had demanded the 
sight. 

" Heavens ! what do I see ?'* cried Ro- 
somaskL when Lanfratico uncovered the 
model of a human figure^ as large as life. 
^^ Here are my features^ my hair, ray figure, 
shape, and dress!" 

'^ It is a second yourself," replied Gra- 
mani ; " and, without vanity, I can assure 
you that it is impossible to make a better 
copy of nature, and to model in Wax with 
more precision. There is a resemblance, 
particularly in the form of the eyes,-mouth, 
and other features of the face ; it rejquired 
all my skill to give the physiogaomy that 
expression of grief." 

' " What' could have been the design of 
this work ?" demanded Ro;somaski ; "a 
masterpiece of art, if it be ordered by Lan- 
franco, can only be intended to produce a 
crime." .. 

^^ This stitue,'*^ replied Lanfranco, with 
a bitter smile, " was an offering reserved 

for 
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for thy tender Rhodiska, to console lier 
for the chstgrin of bein^ separated from her 

dear husband." 

§ 

*' Could vou/' said Rosomaski, '' make 
a pastime of insulting misfortune so base- 
ly?- — Though f should sink under it, tell 
me the truth ; what vile combination has 
this work served ? — ^Why did you cause tne 
to be stripped of my clothes, the instant 
after I had left the hall hung with black, 
where I last beheld my desponding Rho- 
diska?'* 

- *' Well,** replied Lanfranco, passing from 
ifony to fury, ''since you wish for an ex- 
planation, prepare yourself to hear recitals 
ivhich will draw from you tears of blood. 
~-I drew Rhodiska into these subterraneans 
to submit her to my desires; but to render 
her^feat more Jitimiliating to herself, and 
more delicious to me, I wishe^ to reduce 
her to yield her consent. No menace 
could intimidate that haughty beauty; I 
felt, at times, that, iil spite of myself> so 
inuch vihue inspired^ me with respect ; yet 
5 I did 



I did not d^lay to throw off ihis; imperious 
ascendancy. So obstinate, a resistance 
served only to render my attacks more in- 
cessant ;. Rhodiska still continued inflexi- 
'ble/and I caused her to be dragged to the 
place whither you were brought into hep 
p^es^ice. Your eyes were covered, sx> 
that you could not behold the funeral ap- 
paratus ; but, from the lamentable cries of 
Bhodiskai you must have judged that she 
was either suffering some cruel torture, or 
that she was threatened with seeing y^ou 
put to death in hei' presence. The instant 
,you were sent out of her sight, yonr guards 
stripped you of your clothes, in order to 
cover your representative, before disfigured, 
with blood ; the head of whjch, whilst Rho- 
diska, absorbed in her grief, held Iier face 
reclined on Jier hands, fell under the stroke 
of a scymitar. When she raised her he^d, 
she saw, with horror, this image of your 
death, which it was easy to impose upon 
her as real, so artfully bad this delusion 
l^een contrived, and she herself been so 

predisposed 
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predisposed to expect. your catastrophe, 
by the previous scene which had been 
played off." 

''Avenging Heaven !" cried Rosoriiaski, 
interrupting him, whilst his pallid cheeks 
and rolling eyes announced the last degree 
of fury and despair, " why dost thou not 
open under the feet of this monster the 
gulph'of hell ? — why does not the fire of 
thy wrath consume his impious head ? — or, 
to prolong his tortures, why dost thou not 
attach the iramortalvulture of devouring 
remorse to his execrable heart ? — that 
frightful cave, whence venom springs, and 
' whete crimes are hatched ! — Why am I 
laden with chains? — Oh, unhappy and an- 
gelic Rhodiska ! — I would revenge thee 

'' I was sorry/' continued I^anfranco, 
coolly, " that I had made use of so terriblfe 
a stratagem, when I saw Rhodiska remain, 
during the succeeding six hours, entirely 
•deprived of sense. Urged, either by a 
remnant of compassion, or some other 

sentiment 
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set) timeht less generousj, fcaused every 
sibTe care to be taken of Her^ which, how- 
ever, did not hinder hfer from vibrating;^ 
during eight days, between life ahcl death. 
When she was at the point of death, I suc- 
.coured hei*; but, by a strange contrariety, 
which my cruel and fiery passions can 
alone explain, the return of her health 
restored to me all my fury and animosity. 
I resolved to take by force, what I should 
have preferred to owe to, at least, the ap- 
pearance of consent, I was preparing to 
consummate this sacrifice, too long delayed, 
when some unforeseen circumstances, of 
which I have no need to give you an account, 
constrained me to abandon the design. I saw 
myself placed in the alternative of either 
running headlong to my own destruction, 
or of renouncing my views upon your 
Rhodiska: but in taking this last r^olu- 
tion, which, indeed, was the only one I 
could choose, I saw my victim escape, and 
ifty vengeance remain incomplete. What 
a stab to me ! — Luckily, in looking over 
VOL. IV. M . the 
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the contents of your cloaths^ I discovered, 
that the liberty of Rhodiska would.be mo;rf: 
fatal for her and yourself than the prq- 
longation of her captivity. It then cost 
me little, to suffer her to depart from this 
place^ and to return to. Cracow, where she 
has been for some time, and has met with 
delight your predilected friend^ and her 
future husband/' 

'^ Man, inspired by the genius of crime!" 
cried Rosomaski, with all the transport -of 
indignation, " I perceive what are your 
dreadful views ; but your hopes will never 
be realized; your manceuvres Providence 
will avert." 

" You flatter yourself," replied Lan- 
franco ; " the testimony of your eyes, 
which she does not doubt, has* persuaded. 
her of the reality of your death. Your 
last injunctions, which I ha,ve caused to be 
delivered to her at Cracow, will leave her 
and Ludowico no other.choice than that of 
obeying a beloved husband, and a tender 
friend ; so that I shall have the happiness 

of 
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of cbnvertigg je^^en the affections of a wife 
and the attachment of a friend into a poi- 
JSoaous draught for you. Without speaking 
of the amiable qualities-of Ludowico, which 
c^ll to her remembrance those of her dear 
husband^ Rhodiska is in absolute want of a 
defender for herself and your son Ladislaus, 
who, you already kjiow, has been restored 
to her. After some slight struggles, Rho- 
diska has promised Ludowico to accomplish 
your last wish, and to become his spouse : 
she is as well satisfied to replace you by 
your friend, as'he finds himself happy to 
succeed you in the possession of sq fare a 
treasure. The day which you yourself have 
fixed for the happy epoch when this mourn- 
ful widow is to ftnd consolation in the arms 
of your friend, draws near ; and on the day 
three months after that on which she ima- 
gined your head severed from your trunk, 
she will bury her grief in new endearments. 
As soon as this happy union shall ht.ve 
been consummated, I shall restore yon to 
liberty, and shall cause you to be conveyed 

M 2 'to 
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to Cracow, that you may congratulate your 
Rhoiliska and friendi on their scrupulous 
exactness in fulfilling your last inten*' 
tions." 

'' Vile wretch ! " cried Rosomaski ; " how 
outrageous and atrocious is thy irony ! — 
Why do you make use of this affected cool- 
liess to drive me to despair ? — Why da you 
fear to give, ypurself up, in my presence, 
to all the transports pfyour inhuman joy? 
•—it sparkles in your eyes; your breath is 
impregnated with it. No longer restrain 
y^ur odious joy ; there is nothing which 
can add to the abhorrence in which I hold 

you." ... 

'* Weill/' replied Lanfranco, raising his 
voice, " since you provoke me^ learn that 
I view with ecstaey the abyss of wretched* 
ness which I have dug under your steps. — 
To see you suffer, and add fresh fuel to my 
hopes of incFe^sing your anguish, is to me 
voluptuous. Tfigure with delight that in- 
stant so precious to my ulcerated heart, 
wheq^ entering into your house, you shiaU 

find 



^ttA your wife tttik^d to Ludowico, and . 
J^iirpkcrc in the nuptial couch Occupied 
•tey a mail, now your friend, then become 
liateful to your sight. Por you and Rh6- 
^ska^^what stupefaction !-^For Ludowico, 
whom I must involve in my \"engeance, 
what remorse ! — To all the family, what a 
cause of indignation I — To me, what a glo- 
rious triuiiiph ! — Already I think I drink 
the tearis which I shall cause to be shed.— 
Your emotions will still be kept alivcj 
when, Soofi after, I shall convey to you 
your Paulina, then the wife of the W)rthy 
Graxnani.'* . . 

RoSom^iski could hear no mprc of a dis- 
course so revolting to humanity, without 
•groaning with fury, tlis convulsive ago- 
ni6sai*d writhing^ couW only be compared 
to those which that faithful and courageous 
t'ftifnal, the mastiff, it the sight of its mas- 
ter sinking ixxtditt the blows of a malefac- 
tor, ^hiisi its chaifi withholds it froitt flying 
ttgrti &¥m? . Fof^f titig that he is oppressied 
t^ilii chaiAs, Rtosomaski springs forWard to 

vl3 seize 
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seize Lanfranco^ but his efforts onljr dfiar;^ 
to mangle bis limbs ; the fetters which sj^- 
strain him^ only irritate still more the 
impetuous torrent of his rage ; he regards 
Lanfranco^ and seems to dart from his eyf s 
flashing lightnings the death which bis iqi- 
patient hands would instantly inflict upon 
him if they were unconfined. He ex- 
claims — 

'' Monster ! for whom crimes are a food, 
and the tears of others a nectar, arm thy 
hands' with a keen scymitar ; break my 
chains, and dare me to my niahhood; I 

. wish for no other weapons than my rage; 

•and- as I plunged one of ray hands down 
thy (impure throat, I would drag out thy 
black, heart, as the Indian hunjLer pulls out 
that of a wild beast. Let me die. so it be 
but upon thy expiring bpdy V 

Rosbmaski had no strength to xitter more 
words ; exhausted by his terrible emotions 
and convulsive agonies> he^ felt his tongue 
cleave.to his burning palate, and his trem- 
bling knees sink under him. He fell on 

the 
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iHe ground^ writhing and lashing it Tike a 
'^t)unded bull, and like it, bellowing out 
his furious groans. 

Lanfranco, who, by a refinement of 
cruelty, was accustomed to suspend his 
tortures at the moment whenhe began to 
feair for the life of his victims, left the 
prison of Rbsomaski, retired to his usual 
retreat, and dispatched some of his agents 
to give assistance to that unfortunate man, 
and to free him from the weight of his 
ehains. 
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jtvfiOX>ISKA vras ^continually plunged 
into the most melancholy reveries; stUl 
full of the image of her Kosomas]|{^ ^e 
waited^ with .a painful sensation^ for the 

\ day which^ accoixling to his mil; vf«is to 

unite >h€r t9 Ludowico. Though she en- 
tertained for Ludowico as, much friendsliip 
as esteem, yet she could not, whenever she 
• reflected on this new uoion> refrain from 
delivering herself up to the most gloomy 
ideas. 

The epoch of the approaching ceremony 

^ dre^ near, and, at last, the day preceding 

that on which it was to take place, broke 

forth. Rhodiska, Tberesia, and Ludowici^ 

.^ were 



MreYe qH cxcfcujiied trtth the events bf th* 
nekt day I but how cliffirent tefere thelt 
sensations 1— Rhodiska felt hei* detedbtion 
of the itevr chains ivhich were prejparihg 
for her increase, in proportion aS the 
time of htt .widowhood decreased; and ' . 
ihe needed all hi^r t^est)ect fc* the ittembi^ 
Irf hfet- Rdsotaaski, and all her fears of 
toutra^ihg bis rtiane^, to prevent her f>oni 
rfejectittg; theni. Theresia thought h6f 
^^bom inevitably staled, and regretted hefr ' 
fSriner ihsensibilfiy. tiidowico had ex^ 
• ^erienced jl cohsifli^rable alteration in hife 
serttimeftts, fcihte h^ had ihadfr the unfe^- 
pected discdVfety of those of ThefeSia ; in i 
fifct; ht hijd loved from the very first tpd- 
ment he had beheld her a! ViStulof/ afte'r 
liife had rescued het- froth a jjremature and 
palhffrl dejlth. The thotights of her inseii- 
•ibilify had only daniped his rising flame * 
Imt the kriewledg^ of hgr affeetion for 
Mm had, in Ipite of hift^^lC' and c^ fhds6 
criiaths Which h« hi^ bbotnl hititSelf/By ^\ 
UAttta Wtb, W |itit 6iry ct)tiYinc^d hihi ; 

K^t that I 
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that Rhodiska possessed only his admim^ 
tipii, esteem^ and friendship^ but that The*- 
Tesia. had engaged his tove long ago. N^ver 
did two hearts, so closely linked in the 
bonds of esteem and friendship^ as those of 
Rhodidca and Ludowico^ pine ^ at • . the 
tfaoughts'of being joined in a closer imionl 

Rhodiska/ whom the sight pf Theresia 
sinking intddeep despondency rendered 
still more unhappy, was so extremely agi- 
tated^ that she was compelled to retire to 
her chamber very early, on the only nighl 
which would intervene between the awfu} 
day whose appearance she dreaded. Re- 
pose fled from her eyes, and a thousand 
painful reflections banisbed sleep from her 
couch of thorns. 

"I am going, then,'' said she, ^^ to cesfeSfe 
to be the widow of Rosomaski ; thatdtle, 
$ad as it was, is still dear to me ; how 4iaVe 
I been able to resolve to lose it ! — ^It seetts 
^a me that, by entering into aiiothei^imir^ 
riage, I am about to divorce myself frofn 
the memory of the tender and unfortunate 

Rosomaskij 
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Rosomaski^ whose mangled image pursues 
me every where, and whose loss I Still be- 
wail, as if it had but this instant happened. 
Why, then, have I yielded to this dreaded 
engagement? — But have I been at libertjr 
to refuse it ? — Oh, my dear Rosomaski ! it 
was you who imposed on me the direful 
necessity. By attaching the utmost im- 
portance to the execution of .this design, 
you have exacted from Ludowico a solemn 
oath, to fulfil scrupulously all your inten- 
tion^;. The new husband whom you de- 
signed for me, and whose consent yolt 
have bounds uias the friend of your hearty, 
the object ofyour tenderest affection ; he 
was your d^feijdel^ and deliverer. What^ 
; ever he has done for you has given him st 
[^igbtto my gratitude ; he ha^even acquired 
» stronger inleiest by his^ modesty, his dis-?- 
interestedness, and the delicate manner irt 
-which he has claimed the exercise' of the^ 
rights, which he held from the sacred in ten*- 
-^ons-c^lwsftfeJid Rosomasku and without 
^iteidW, is woithy of being mj husbandj;^ if 

M& Ihail 
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I had never known my Rosomaski. Ah^! 
the bare remembrance of him still stagger;^ 
my resolution I — •! feel that time will never 
cicatrize the wound which his death Iim 
made in my he^rt. My love for JRo90r 
maski survives himself and dictates to me 
that I should not outrage his memory^ if I 
should abstain from executing a plan which 
he had only designed for my own inter- 
est. But I deceive myself> when I think 
that Rosomaski^ in designing Ludowico for 
my husband, consulted my interest; he 
mnst have done me the j^istice to think tha$ 
it was 9fiy ill terest, since it was for my haph 
piness Xo live for him alonef; He eoul^ 
<have no other end than to $ecure to hi$ 
son a giiafdiani a pr6tettor> a friend, ancv-: 
ther father. Ought I, lhen> to opfMij&e 
what he ha$ intended for the welfare of 
this amiable child, now th^ only object <>£ 
my maternal solicitude ? — On the contrary^ 
ought I not to second it ?-^Bat bov^painM 
is this duty to fulfil ! — How. shall I resolve?! 
—-What contraiy sentiap^nts ;%ita fe an^ 

struggle 
3 
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•truggTe -within me !— Every jirejparatitth 
is made for my new mftrriage^ aiid yet I 
besftat€ !— But I hme given my word !-^ 
OK deari&st Eoisomaski ! why have you 
laid ibis severe injtuicti && iiptHi me ? — How^ 
wfet«hed I aai P* 

The troubled imaginatiofi of Rhcdis^ 
still ftoa ted in the midst of tfce tumuitudits 
vertex of those Vacillating ' and itticertain 
resolutions, when the reflections of tht^ 
Aurots^ insinuating themselves into. her 
chamber, came to announce the birth of/ 
that day which- wad ti> decide her fate. 

Khocliska rose at this usualfaourtaad'orli 
her person, if that may be called ornament^ 
.which concealed far greater beauties ; but' 
nO new ct6aths> no superb ornameni^^ 
»one <^f those preparations,, which bespeak 
expecting happitiess, employed her attend 
lion I she pUt on diily the dress which she 
had worn on the preceding day* She wds 
surprised that Theresia^ who had always 
been accustomed to come to her apartitient^ 
should 0mit her visit on so solemn day .-^ 

She 
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She was about to seek her in her own aparf* 
ment^ when she saw her pass by the door; 
accompanied by her watting-woman. The- 
resia was- not in her usual morning dres&; 
bi^t that which she wore was so plain and 
negligent^ that she could not be suspected of 
an intention to assist^ in such a state^ at the 
nuptial ceremony of her friend; it had 
-rather the appearance of her having pre- 
pared herself to take a morning's wklk. 
The meeting with Rhodiska evidently em- 
barrassed her. Jlhodiska perceived it ; and 
the melancholy air which she also ob- 
served on her countenance^ s^ggeste4^ia 
her some suspicions. ^ 

'^ My dear Theresia/' said Rhodiska, 
/' whither are you going? — Can you. def- 
sert me at a moment when I bav« the most 
need of your friendship ?" 

'^•Rhodiska/' replied Theresia, With an air 
of constraint^ *^you mustknow how much 1 
am devoted- to you; I, shall put up the 
most ardent prayers for your happiness, 
but you must excuse me from^ assisting at 

the 
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t\e approaching ceremony. An affair of 
tbe utmost importance;, since the greater 
part of my fortune depends, npon it^ obliges 
m^ to absent myself for some days.*' 

^^ Oh, Theresia," rejoined Rhodiskaj 
drawing her into her apartment^ '' is your 
absence so indispensably iiecessary^ that I 
must be deprived of my dearest friend on a 
day like this? — I was coming to you to ask 
your advice.-' 

^^ On what subject ?" 
'' Would you believe, Theresia^ that th^ 
nearer the moment of Carrying iTudowico 
approa<^hes, (here.an involuntary sigh eta^ 
caped from the bosom of Theresia) the 
more I feel my uncertainty increase." 

" Can you hesitate, Rhodiska, to ful- 
fil the last wish of your dear Rosomaski ?'* 
As she uttered these words, the lookii of 
Thefesia became more serene, 

"Alas!" replied Rhodiska, "my heart 

is so troubled, that I cannot ascertain its 

real situation. In a single minute I chan^ 

my mind several times ; I feel myself so 

'-.''■ vibrating^ 
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vibfating^ that ^have need oF a friend i^ 
steady me. Do not refuse^ then^ to cpmt' 
to my aid, and to delay j/our dej^arture 
till to-morrow." 

•'It would give itte infinite pitasure;. 

« 

Rhodiska, to give you new^ proofe of raV 
itflTection ; but it is dhftpossiUe that I should 
suspend the. business which. I am^ going 
*po»."^' 

" Ah> ray Tlieresia^ your^ dejiartlirc s« 
unexpectedly must havfe othet mcxtivea^. 
whic4i youconceal frotft mej. iPof I know 
' you afe too^ generoiis to let a pecuniar/ 
matter shut your ear. to the eaitredties of a 
friend/' 

** You are Aot' deceived,, ray Rhodiakar: 
I should prefer the pledsui^e of being use- 
ful to you to all the rich6)9 in the universe." 

'^I qdnjure you tben not to di^uise from 
me the true motive which induebs, ypu I0i> 
leave me at such.ai^^ason/' 

'' Do not exact it fVom me*; I.pra^ yom 
in th^ iii^me of frienda^ip/to ftermit'imfe ta:: 
fallow my intedtiOoBu*'^ 
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^ ff 



K'l shoiild persist jn peifformiiig tbe 
^»vpm»e which I have ^ivetj to 'LudowieQ> 
riv^uld )FOtt behold tny new anarri^ge wil)» 
44ssatisfoctk>n ?" 

. '' Dear Rhodisfca/' said Therest^^ ^ith aft 
Skccexkt of stifled' grief> ^ why prolong this 
conversation ?— Do tnoi insist on my ris 
-malning with you -to-^^diy." 

" What meails this evasive answes^ mfo 
Th^iresia ? -^Ahv I comprehend — it would 
twt you too much to witness my marriage 
jvifh Liidowico. What are the reasons of 

this repugnance ?" 

!' !^S Hi^ ^etmt m imkiii^ ikrf^ in- 
quiries ; be satisfied with knowing Aistt I 
mUk you every diingwhroh cast render you 
happy. LudGwico is "sure to make the 
iiappnfefls of tjie sensible woman who will 
jKMScss him." ,' ' 

As Theresia uttered these wordd/shei^d 
wit *to well support the pari of disskntila- 
tion/which she had performed tolerably tiH 
then, lyut that fibodiska Instantly petietrated 
the aecret catise of her Javrard distract ioiAv 
• • Theresia. 
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Th^resia had prepared her for the disbo- 
very by her involuntary sighs; and the ex- 
pressive tone in ' \vhich she delivered liie 
eulogy on Ludowico^ cleared away the 
mist from Rhodiska's eyes. 

Will you forgive me/' said Rhodiskdj 

for having guessed at what you wish to 
conceal from me ? I jpardon you for having 
wronged my friendship^ by withholding 
from it your confidence. ' Treat me, then^ 
with that indulgence which Ishew to yoo." 

'^ I do not understand you/' said There- 
sia^ confused. 

" Well, then — you love Ludowicos.-* 

" Yes,-you> my dear friend; and it is 
in vain to deny it." 

Theresia kept silence ; but her troulrfe 
betrayed that Rhodiska had touched vpoo 
the rightkey. 

'' Yes/my dear Theresia^ you love LbdOh 
wico." 

" I see/' replied Theresia, '' that I have 
dissembled in Vain. Yes, I love Ludowico^ 

and 
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and my attachment to him is ixiore ardent^ 
as it has been so long constrained. I low 
bim/' added she, blushing, and dropping 

:Some tears, " but I vrould have wished it 
concealed from the whole world, and from 

.myself. I have not been able to subdue my 
heart; but my reason has not yet bfeen 
wholly vanquished. I was in<^apable of 
undertaking any thing to interrupt your 

. marriage with Ludbwico ; but I find I do 
hot possess resolution sufficient to render 
ipyself a spectatress of it. The excu^st 
which I have given for my absence, are 
only my inventions to conceal my griief 
and weakness. . At the moment of Qur 
meeting I was going to leave you, never 
to meet again. I should have quitted you> 
however, putting ^p ardent prayers for 
your felicity, and deploring the fatal cdn-^ 

junctures which banished me far from my 
dearest friend." 

'/ Cruel Theresia ! — have you been aWc 
to seclude this secret to. long in your heart 
from me ? YoU must have distrusted, my 

friendship; 
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friendship ; what became^ then, of ikaf ^-^ 
licibtts exchange of*reciproc^ confidence 
and advice to which we had habf(uated 
ourselves ? — You loved Ludowico^ and 
feared to acquaint me with it ; the restraint 
which you sufiered, the inward struggles 
which you experienced, were the causes of 
those clouds of soi*row Which I have often 
observed on your countenance, and which 
I attribiFted to your melancholy humour. 
Why hsid I not sooner known the sentiment 

which you did youi*se1f tlie violence, to 

keep d^wn to the bottoni of your aching 

heatt ?-^6y revelling it to me, y<m WOttM 

. net bh]f hu\t given tee a ^atteriftg testi- 

ttvoli^ *f your confidence, liut vfe might 

•both have reaped adviintagfe from it. I 

khow bbw to make ^wfiri&ces to the respect 

•wbfch is due to the vrill of the dead> to 

paternal afiectkHh i^nd gratitude { I ^k^ 

know how to'make them to frieildslif|i.-^ 

thfe ftcl would hiiive fecompeftMd it$elt 

sinfce i should have istv^ you from ttfe 

Uiii7ibeii«s of an mki$fipf ^ftmon^ and m^e 

. ' . self 
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«^f from the punishment of bemg a prey- 
to fhe most cruid uncertainty." 

^M>ear fthodiska/* said Thereda> em^bra- 
cing her with an overflow of sensibility, 
*^ such generous principles fill me with 
admiration and gratitude. You behold 
tne softened by them, but think no more 
of my situation ; there is no longer time ; 
you have engaged your faith; the priest - 
awaits you on the steps of the altai*. Lu- 
dowico loves you; it is doubtful whether 
he ever would' have attached himself to- 
iMe ; let' not the idea of my grief plunge 
you into new irresolutions: your tender- 
ness for me touches and penetrates to the - 
inmost recesses of my heart ; but it belongs- 
to him who has loaded you with benefits, 
and whose delicate sentinfients so well de- 
serve the tenderest return. 'He applauds- 
liimself for having obtained your con- 
sent, which^ he believes to be irrevocable ; 
think how he will be hurt, if he find it still-* 
wavering and indecisive. I love him for- 
himself; let him be happyi and my wishes- 
are 
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arc satisfied. Since another must be his 
vrife^ it is less painful to me that that other 
is my dearest friend. Touched at the vir- 
tues of Ludowico, I have not been able 
to prevent their making a deep impression ; 
undoubtedly it will cost me much to ob- 
literate it ; but I hope that the hand of 
time will efface it insensibly, especially if 
I condemn myself to behold this too amia- 
ble man no more/' 

Some tearSj which accompanied these 
last words, discovered that her tongue did 
not speak the language of her heart. 

At that instant a domestic entered, and 
announced to Rhodiska that a stranger,, 
who had all the appearance of having come 
from a long journey, requested an imme- 
diate private interview with her, on busi- 
i^ess which would admit of no delayj* and 
was of the last importance to" her. Rho- 
diska was much surprised at this message ; 
but she felt an impulse to give it immediate 
attention. *' Before I go," said she to 
Theresia^ 'r make me only one promise, 

which 
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which is, ^t least, due to my friendship, 
^nd cannot be injurious to your feelings — 
it is, that you will not leave the house. till I 
see you again, which shall be previously to 
the ceremony, if it be to take place." 
I promise," replied Theresia. 

Perhaps " said Rhodiska ; .but as 

if she recollected herself, she made signs to 
the domestic to. conduct liier to the room 
' wh^re the stranger was waiting for her^ 
and left Theresia without uttering another 
word. 

. Ludowico had been for some time ex- 
pecting the ladies would quit their cham- 
bers; but he experienced none of those 
impatient, anxieties which attend a bliss- 
ful bridegroom. He had taken up a book,. 
to distract those reflections to which he 
had delivered himself during the greater 
jiart of the preceding night, and which 
were by no means of a pheasant nature, 
when a servant opened the door, and ush- 
ered in Giovanno. In an instant those two 
friends we^re locked in each others arms, 

without 
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yithaut either ofthttn' breaking silencer 
at length Ludowco ventured to ask whe- 
ther the subterraneans of Lan franco's castkr 
on the shores of the lake of Giiarda had' 
been explored^ and v/hetfaer he had dis-' 
covered his Paulina f ' 

'^ Furnished with smrh letters- as I have 
been," replied Giovanni, '' the govern- 
ment of Venice could* nort refrain ftota' 
taking a lively interest in this sin^rising 
afl&ir ; biit they appeared to doubt my^^ 
having been misinformed of tKe place' 
where the atrocious crimes of Lanfraifco 
had been carried into execution, as he had- 
long ago sold his castle on the shores of 
the lake of Gnarda> to one of theprine^l 
jnagisti'ates of the city of Venicci who 
waSi besides, a man of character, and wouW 
never give a sai^ction to «ueh vife proceed-- 
ings und^r hi« roof The propwrietor of 
the castle was no sooner acquainted with* 
the afiair, than he readily consented to lend 
every assistance In his- power to clear up* 
the affilir^ and even attendied us - to the 

castle^ 
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castle^ Hheti we went to explore it ; but 
we discovered nothing to give us the least 
suspicion that the subterraneans of that 
castle had ever been the scene of such ne- 
farious transactions. In shorty they did 
not^ in a single . instance^ answer the de- 
scription \yhich Rhodiska gave in her letter 
of those which had been the place of her 
confinement. It is* evident that the sub- 
terraneans of the castle on the shores of 
the lake of Guarda, have never been the 
theatre of Lanfranco's atrocities." 

Whilst Giovanno and Ludowico were 
lost in astonishment^ and guessing at the 
tttreat of the vile Lanfrahco^ Rhckliska was 
in no less astonishment at the intelligence 
which was brought her by the stranger, 
who was no other person than the. Jew 
IshmaeL 

Haying suffereda sufficient time to elapse^ 
to persuade Rhodiska not only that she 
herselfhad been brought. from the lake of 
Guarda^ but that he himself had followed . 
her from that distance, he began to grow 

VOL. IV. ^ N impatient 
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impatient to receive those inaric$ of ker 
gratitude which, he flattered hiaitelC she 
had given him hopes to attain* Having, 
therefore, disguised himself, which wses a 
necessary precaution, as he was well known 
in Cracow, be arrived at the door of the 
house where Rhodiska lodged:^ and dssired 
immediate admission to her. The domes* 
tic who answered at the door had in- 
formed him that his mistress Was then very 
bi&ily engaged, and as she would l^e ^o 
during the rest of the day, it was very un- 
certain whether he could isree her. idiniael 
pevsisted that his business would admit of 
BO delay ; that it concerned "her neaffy ; 
and as he had came from a direct distanee, 
l^e must return anmediately witii iiis mi« 
swer. The ito'mestic introduced %im to 
the servants* hall, (as the shabbiness of 'hk 
dress bespoke Imn to be .nothiqg more 
tlmn a common messenger) whilst lie went 
to acquaint RboAiska with lii^hat had 
piassed. Thek*edm's ni^aiting'^wcwan* who 
still attended in the gaflory^ im«hoiil Hie 
4 ehamlier 



! 



^hkmherm wbichRhodiskflt andTheresdabad 
conversed togetker> would not suffer him 
to interrupt theiu^ as she thoug^bt they were 
<on particulir business, by their withdraw* 
liig oat of her hearictg. 



tCBSSm^^ 



CHAP. xn. 



^rV KILST they were both waiting in the 
gallery 'for the appearance of Bhodiska 
and Thefesia^ Jshmad had collected from 
the garrulity of thie other servants in the 
hiallj who, as is usual with the tribe> were 
resblved, whether the intended bride and 
bridegroom were happy or not> that they 
would not suffer so joyous an occasion to 
dip over without being themselves .merry, 
^ ^ n2 that 
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that Rhodiska was to be married on that 
very day to the friend of her late husband. 

. This intelligence was likely to prove a 
mortal blow to the hopes of Ishmael ; and 
he was at no loss to know that it proceeded 
from the hand of Lanfranco. As Lan- 
franco had never concealed any of his cri- 
minal enterprises from Ishmael^ till he was 
become jealous of his designs upon Rho- 
diska^ he had acquainted Ishmael^ in the 
intoxication of his success^ with the scene 
in the hall hung with black, and had even 
shewn him Rosomaski's will, which was at 
that time found in his cloaths. Ishmael 

. had never been so blinded by Lanfranco's 
artifices, as to suppose that he would ever 
desist from his criminal attempts upon 
Rhodiska ; but he could not help being sur- 
prised at the readiness with which he con- 
sented to liberate her. His eyes were now 
opened to, the use to which Lanfranco had 
put the will of Rosoipaski^ but which he 
had kept a secret from him, Bnraged 
at being thus over-breached^ and at finding' 

that 
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tFiat Rliodiska was not yet free from the 
trammels of Lan franco^ he determined to 
repay him in his own currencyi and to de- 
feat his malice, whilst he delayed the nup- 
tial ceremony, which would have been so 
fatal to his own hopes. * He had just come 
to this resolution when tlje domestic re- 
<urned> and shewed him iiito a parlour, 
where Rhodiska expected hiiii. 

'' Do you know me again. Madam ?'^said 
IshmaeL 

/ ^' Yes/* replied Rhodiska; ''you are 
the person to whose humanity I owe my 
liberation from the hands of Lanfranco/* 

*' The same. Madam ; and you may also 
recollect that I promised to follow you to 
Cracow : but I do not come now with the 
intention of putting your gratitude to any 
trial ; the end of my present journey is to 
confer on you still further obligations/' 

"Oh, Heaven!'' cried Rhodiska, "I 
remember that you gave me hopes of re- 
storing my Paulina to me. You will, 
indeed, lay me under an obligation/' 

N 3 « Your 
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'^ Your daughter k 5lill where she was/" 
md* fehmael, interrupting her ; '' but she 
is saf^j and I renew my promise of restoring 
her to you at some future tittte ; yet my 
present business is of a more important 

» 

natnre. Give me leave to ask if you have 
not, by some means or others received a 
paper, purporting to be the last wHl of 
your husband?" 

" I have — from lanfranco himself.^' -^ 
^ And you are going to obey it Si*' 
Rhodiska blushed, and looked ' confhsed, 
but couM makeno' reply. 

V Well;" continued I)Anlact ''y^n will 
DOW see whether! hayt liiSt as right to say 
that I am going to confer a further obtigsb 
tJon, Tt)at will was indeed your Roso^ 
maski's; but it was only transanitted toyottf 
by your insatiate enemy, to seal your de- 
struction, by phmging ydu into a second 
tnarriage, whiist your Jir$i is not dissQived,'* 

« * 

"Oh, Heavens!" cried Rhodiska, **^is 
riot my Rosomaski dead then ?" 
, '' No more than lam." 

Rhodiska 
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JlhcMliska hf»$g 4owr ^li^r liead, and ex* 
^^ideoced for some minuties $uck mingled 
ei390tiianis of joy^ surpme^ and shajpe^ as 
neither pen nor pencil could describe. — 
At length she b&gged Ishisiajel to explain 
himself. He told her the stratagem which 
had been made use of to persuade her that 
th6 real Rosomaski had fallen under the 
blow ef a scymitar^ which bad only dis- 
jointed the neck of a wax representotion. 

'' Oh !** cried Rhodiska^ risings and 
tak^g^ Isbmael by the tiand^ ^' if you do 
i»ot deceive me^ what a sceae of wretched- 
M^ have you rescued me from !— -Akeady 
the abyss gaped tor me ; another hour^ 
a nd 

$be could utter »o more. Ishmael per- 
cetved that s^ was about to sink to the 
grauQd> and he was.rejoiced in the oppor- 
-tonity which it afforded lirm of tJiking her 
in his arras to convey her to a seat. When 
Rbodiska was somewhat recovered^ Ishmael 
told her that he must stay no longer at pre- 
sent, but that she should hear from him 'in 

» 4 a short 
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a short time ; and it wonld be her own fault 
if she did .not welcome her husband and 
daughter to Cracow in kss than* a month. 

*' Stay but for another moment/' cried 
Rhodiska; '^ there is. one other person^ to 
whom I wish you to reveal what you have 
just ROW discovered to me." 
; " Permit me to depart this instant^" 
replied Ishmael, '^ or I shall leave your 

« 

husband and daughter to their fatej aad 
you will never behold them again." 

The latter terrifying alternative silenced 
Rhodiska ; she grasped IsbmaeL's hand^ and 
calling him her best benefactor^ sunimoned 
the servant to attend him tathe door. 

Rhodiska then flew back to There8ia> 
and embracing her, exclaimed — '' Oh, my 
dearest friend, give Dfie joy of my husband!" 
-r-Theresia freed herself from her embrace, 
and gave her a look which at once charged 
Rhodiska with injury and insult. Rhodiska^ 
ijostantly perceived her error, and added — 
" Yes, my husband, my Rosomaski !" 

*' Rosomaski ! " 



^ r 
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*' Yes, he lives/' 

"^Bjr what means have you made this 
discovery ?" 

, '^ Oh, come with me ; I am going to 
carry the joyful tidings to Ludowico, who, 
I am fissured, will bless himself at the timely 
interruption which has checked our career 
on the very brink of misery." 

They went to seek Ludowicp : but what 
was the astonishment of Rhodiska, to be- 
hold her dearest friend and generous bene- 
factor, Giovanno, sitting with him ! — Rho- 
diskar instantly threw herself into his arms,, 
and cried out — " Oh my Giovanno ! my 
de^^r son, as I yet hope to have a right to 
call you, I give you joy ; give me joy also i. 
oiLr Paulina lives, and so does our Rdso- 
maski!" 

Ludowico and Giovanno had been so 
earnestly employed in conjectures, as to 
the scene of Lanfranco's viFani^sj that the, 
ftwmer had never acquainted the latter 
T)^ith.the nuptial ceremony which. was in- 
tended to take place on that day. Gib- 
.»•-■■ ' . 

N 5 . vanno 
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van no was surprised and rejoiced at thisi 
exclamation df Rhodiska ; hut Ludowicd 
was almost petrified, to think of the ruinr 
whifch he haa so narrowly escaped. ''WhefeJ 
where is my Rosomaski ?'" cried he; *'' whar 
a happy interference of Providence !*' 

''Where k my Paulina.?'^ cried Gio- 
vanno. 

'' They are both still in the subterrane- 
ans of the castle of Lanflranco, on the 
, shores pf the lake of Guarda/* 

** Jhen it is all a delusion/' replied Gi- 
ovanno; 'Vif they had been there, I must? 
have foiind them : nay, they never Gai»» 
have been there, r ymr yourself have never 
been there." 

The faces of the whole groujpe, which? 
had beamed with a temporary glow o£ 
transport, ^fere now either' cast sorrowfully 
towards the ground, or looking wistfully ^t 
each other, when Tberesia again desiri^d 
Rhodiska to infoirm them how die had re*- 
-^ceived the news of her husband's beinfg 
ative. Rhodiska. did so. 

«Ah! 



T^B |KYIS][9tB ^HEMV. 375 

*' Ah \ how uiifortupste it is/' cried tn- 
dowicOi '" that you should have permitted 
that person to ^epd^tt; he U^n accomplice 
of lanfranco by his own confession ; ^nd 
' it is only from private pique^ or to answer 
some, other end^ that h^ has been indMced 
to procure your deliverapcis?. If I had' 
seen him^ I should never have lost sight of. 
bim ag^n^ till I bad extracted from him. 
the secret of Lanfrahc&'s retreat : all thar 
we can now do, is to watch for him coming 
hither again^ if he ever should keep his 
word/' 

They then again feU into conji(ctures oil 
the lurking-placp of Lanfranco ; aqd Lu^ 
dowico was of opinion that it must be 
eidier in the subterraneans of ¥istulo^ 
whrck had formerly been^the scene flf bis 
a^min^le* 8tialagem% or in some of tb9 
mountains adjotni^^g to it. He expressed! 
his po^iive i£e|termiaatio» to set out foe, 
Vifttftilof on the followtag mornings to the 
great sa^MKtioti bodi of Rhodi^a and^ 
Theresiia ; Cm liMra^ the iat||^ was fha^ 

]r6 grined 
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-grined at losing him again^ yet she ^vas. ixt 
hopes that hie researches would produce: 
the discovery of Rosotnaski, and the pot'- 
ting an end to his union with Rhodiska.— 
Giovanno. offered to accompany Ludowico^ ' 
but he thought it best to go alone, that 
the motives of his journey might be the- 
less subject to discovery. 

The domestics had been m eager expec- 
tation, during this who]e of the day^ of the 
celebration of the nuptial ceremony, which 
was to be the. signal for the commence-*^ 
ment of their c^ousal ;. but to their infi^ 
nite surprise, and no less mortification, the 
day elapsed, and, not a syllable was. heard 
about it. 

Between riie parties themselves, and their 
two friends, Theresia and Giovainno, not a- 
syllable was uttered on the occasion. The 
tbvee former retired to rest,, somewhat more 
composed than on the preceding night; 

At daybreaks Liidowkb was on the rmd- 
to Vistulof ; and some days elapsed^ which 
were passedlbiy hisfrieodsat Cracow in earnests 

expectation 
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eRpectatidn of Ishmael^ whom they haci 
preconcerted to dctaiii, at all events, if Ire 
i^muld again make his appearance ; but 
they neither saw nor heard from bim/ 
' One evening, the faithful Tomaso> wha 
had, as usual, accompanied his master, ran: 
into the rodm where he was sitting with 
Rhodiskia and Theresia,. without any pre* 
Vious ceremony, and, almost speechless 
through want of breath, he exclaimed^ — 
*^ I have seen him ! — I have seen him I'* 

"Who.?** demanded Giovanno. 
*' Gramani/' . . 

*^ Ah I" cried Giovanno, starting up, 
*^ then our game is not far off. Why did 
you n^t follow him ? **' 

'' I did," replied Tomaso, '' till I could 
follow him no farther. '- 1 saw him in the 
street on horseback ; at first I disbelieved 
my eyes,, but I crossed him in so iifany dif- 
ferent ' directions, still turning away* my 
head whenever he' looked towards me, that. 
I would swear it was he. When I had con- 
vinced myself^ I fell back behind him> and 

continued 
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oontinaed to k^ep him in sight till ha 
inched one of the city gates ; but he vr» 
no sooner on the 6ut&ide> than he set off sit 
a gallop, and soon distanced me." 

'' l^ould you know the way to that gate 
again ?" demanded Giovannp. 

*' Yes ;. for I took care to pay particular 
attention to the way as I reUirned." 

Giovamio^ then desired that 01)9 oftto 
domestics^ who w^ perfectly a<;q|ia)pt^ 
with all the roads leading to Cracow^ 
should uistantLy go wkh Tomaso^ and 
bring back word what road Gramani had 

A glffun 9f .hppe ugain began to suffUse 
itself over the faces of th,e friends ; and 'm 
\^ tfaap $m hour Tomaso and the other 
dom^ic returired> with intelligence that 
^ road whiQh Gramani had pursued^ was 
tibal which led tp Zabno. 

^ The» I myself will go thither fte^ 
fd^rrpw/' said <}ipvaniiP ; '' mi if T^mvm 
b(s »pt misi^ken-i — »-'* 

" If I i(h$«U bayf been," fried Tomp0, 

, ''I shall 



**;! shaR never eare to trust my eyes 9gittn>. 
if it' be to no farther distance than the tip 
of my nose." 

** Well^ then/' continued Giovanno;. 
^ be ready with horses^ for yourself and 
me at the door^ at sunrise to-mbrrow/*^ 

Tdmaso was punctual^ and Giovanno diet 

not keep him waiting. They mounted and 

rode off towards Zabno. When they arrivetf^ 

Tomaso was' ordered to disguise himself 

and keep a look-out^ whilst another person: 

was engaged to enquire throughout the 

town for the name of Gramani ; but no 

one had ever heard sueh a name bef«fre.«^ 

Four days efapsed in this fruitlestt* search, 

when^ on the evening of the fifth, Tomaso 

appe^^ed before his ixiaster^ and acquainted 

him that he had agaih seen Gramani ; that he 

tame out of a house (which he had marked 

so as to be abfe to find it again readily ), 

■, mounted a hdrse^ which was held for him 

>y a. servant also mounted^ and they botb 

rade 9ff together. Giovanno bade Tomasa 

fa return to the iieighbouiiiM>d of that 

' ' house> 
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house^ and procure lodgmgs in sight of ft, 
if possible. Tomaso sqceeeded ; and that 
night Giovanno and he removed thither 
from the inh> at which they had before 
lodged. 

The next dajs Giovanno stationed To- 
ihaso at one of the windows> to keep a 
Iook*oal for Grainani> and to * give him 
notice when he saw him, that Giovanno 
might add thb testimony of his own eyes to 
that of Tomaso's. During the whole diy,. 
he watched in> vain, till nearly towards the 
same time 6f the evening on which, he had 
seen him the preceding day. He tten 
came to announce to Giovanno that the 
same servant on horseback had arrived at 
the door, leading a horse for Gramani^ As. 
it was nearly dark, and Giovanno thought 
he might follow thjem without danger of a 
discovery, he Ordered Tomaso to hasten, and • 
lead to the door of the lodgingis his own 
horses, which had been left at the inn. — '' 
Tomaso ' returned with them before; Grar 
mani had made his appearance, t Gio vairhof ' 

then 
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then armed himself^; and ordered Tcrinaso 
to follow hisexample. Giovanno then re*- 
mained at the windowy in the ntmost im- 
patience^ till Tomaso cried out— '* There 
he comes> or it is hrgh time for rae to make 
use of spectacles/* — Giovanno looked at 
the person for an instant or two^ and then 
bade Tomaso foUpw him. They mounted 
their borses;, and pursued the track which^ 
Gfamani. (for it was he himself) and his 
servant had taken^ and which led to the 
Carpathian mountains^ ia which Lanfranco 
held his magazine of crimes. They fol'-, 
lowed at such a distance as that they couM 
just keep them in sight, and beheld all 
their mqtions by the light of the mooi», 
which just then began to shine. They dog- 
ged thetm til) they arrived at the entrance 
into the defile^ where they observed all die 
precautions which they took to pursue 
with safety the dangerous route which con- 
ducted to the mouth of the mysterious 
caverns. They took care to follow them 
in all their serpentine windin^^ to avoid 

the. 
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the Bogs Ofk either side^ and sfeered thtit 
eounc m lite same direcddn. When Graj 
maiu stopped at the brooks they stopped ^ 
they saw in what manner he mad^ use <>f 
the moveable bridge to eross it^ which he 
had no sooner accompti^ed thafv be vz^ 
oished from their sight The setvanf, who 
bad accompanied him, did not cro6& tto 
brookr bat: immediately returned by> the 
way he cmM^ leading Gramani's. hiwBev 
which he had quitted. GioxmiBOi and To* 
a»so^ coniceakd tfaexpaeh^ Witaid one of 
tibe craggy rock^ which levmiDated ^ 
road on either hand^ till he camo close* to 
tbenib. when tbev instantly seized hiitt> zmi 
paeseauting tbeir pist<^ on eacfo side>, me-^ 
aaced him with death if be did not in^ 
atantly comply witb their demands; 0^ 
Ht^ of whidi was to conduct them safely 
out of the defile. The man^ who suspected 
them to belong to some of those ganga of 
banditti with whkhtb6 Carpaliiian moun^ 
tains wcre^ at ,tba| tliae> iulested, begged 

them to spate hh UfQ» nxA iiflfisMd tbens 

what 



T^t money he had ; but Giovanno veplied 
that they neiriier wanted hfe life nor money ; 
dfnd^ that if he compiled with his demands,- 
Be vrould give him such a handsome recom^ 
jJcnce, as would enable him to get an ho-- 
neater livelihood than by attaching himself 
to so great 3 villain as was Gramani^ his 
master/* 

'* I serve no such 'person,** replied the 
man ; ^ you must be mistaken/* 

** Conduct ui^ first out ofthi» place,** said 
GHTfanno, ** and then we wiH talk at our 
lisiswe as we letarn toZabno, whicM sup- 
pose was yowr intentibn before we sur^ 
prise* yow.** 

*• It w» so,**' repfied the m»» 

Wfccn th,ey had repassed the entrance of 
the defile^ Giotanno demanded what name 
his master bore, and what was his profession f 
As this servant had been only a short time , 
in the service of Gramani, he had not ac- 
quired that sang frcrid and firmness which 
is the characteristic of a person inured to 
crimes^ He was intimktaledj^. and again 

beggedf 
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begged for mercy, detlaring that he wouM 
reveal whatever he knew. Giovanno im-^^ 
mediately pUt into, his hand a purse, the 
weight of which would have been sufl&cient 
to have staggered his attachment to Gra- 
mani, if it had been much stronger than it 
really was. He told Giovattna that he was: 
a poor man, but of an unblemished cha-- 
meter, a native of Zabno, where he was 
well known* ; that all he had ever known of 
bis master was that he was a stranger, very 
lately come to Zabno ; that he gave himself 
out to be a German naturalist^ of the name 
of Dolbrom, who had come into the Beigb* 

m 

bourhood of the Carpathian mountains^ in 
search of ores, spars, shells, and other fos- 
fiils, to compleat his collection of naturaF 
curiosities; that he attended him every 
eve/iing to the end of the defile which they 
had just left,, and which led to the shaft of 
an exhausted mine^ where he- always passed 
his nights. 

'* There must be some persons in the 
mine,** said Giovanno,. '^ or how could he; 
^tescend without assistance i " 

''It 
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*" It IS inhabited^" replied the man, '' but 
iy what fcind of persons I cannot guess. — 
•Whenever he, or any of those belonging 
to the mine, want to descend, they are fur- 
nished with a particular copper medal, 
ttvhich they dropdown the shaft; this serves 
to inform the workmen placed below, who 
raise up, by means of a machine, a platfornpi 
on which they descend into these dark 
abodes. Here is that which has been givea 
to me for the purpose/' 

Giovanno took it out of his hand, and 
idemanded if he would not rather serve a 
man whose actions were open to the day, 
^han one whose deeds were enveloped in 
darkness ? — The man protested, that how- 
ever appearances might seem against hit 
master, he had Aever 'Seen the least harm 
in him : he added, th^-he was indeed tired 
of serving a master who wasahnost burie4 
in darkness; but that he had greater wages 
than were usually fiven by other masters 
iiji Zabno« 

*' Leave his Worses at the usual place 

then/' 
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then/' said Gi0vanno> ^'and attadi ydur- 
iselftotne; you Vrill have no reason to be 
ashamed of your master^ fior to he dkBatah* 
ified with his liherality .*• 

^' i have already had a convincing proof 
of the latter/' replied the man; *^amd t 
«hall he happy to do 'stimethisg to tlesenFe 
4f/' 
lVh«i they readied Zahno^ they went 
. <«vtth Hie faan to see ^htm put vp his hordes; 
for they would not isfak him^ lest he should 
ifind means to acquaint Gramavi wit)h the 
-strange adrenture whidi had happened to 
liim> and put him on liis^own defence^ or^ 
perhaps^ contrivance to "do thenwdves a 
mischief. Vfhen the iftorses were safidy 
^livered^ they took him home with themi 
GienraimOi that night/ paid his hmdlpcd 4asie 
months rent in advim0e> and <oAd him that 
lie jihould set out for Gtaeow veiy esuAy 
the following morning ; ' but should return 
«thcr that night or 'die next day. 'Hife 
landlord was perfectly satisfied with this 
liehaviour of his lodger^ and desired him to 

take 



I 
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t^ke the Ja^ysof his roiMiKi'widifaim; bat 
<7iav&mno decfiDed theoSBr, adding^tkat 
he had as much conBAetiCe in the landlord, 
as the ktter had wished to repose in him. 
This natter jbei^gsetd^^and^ home hired 
for thfi new 'Servant, they retired to rest, 
aftd at daybreak looJc the road to Cracow^ 



'CK 
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LuDOWiCO'lMri retaraed tmm Vista-* 
lof only a fiw boii«s before GievannoM^' 
rivsd IffOfti SMma. He bad visked ttfie- 
casUe, tinder pMteR6e^ bis having' been 
ftoflsedy in ^e ttitny '%«Sth the hke pro-* 
prielor^^f whMe>ein#val be&ffeeted not fa^ 
hirve%#ea'ap|^rised. Hot one oTtbe people 

vrhom 
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^hom Hosomaski had left in it^ were there 
at that time. The'person who officiated sof^ 
leeward received Ludowico - with all the 
frankness of an honest man ; and upon his 
enquiring who was tHe present proprietor 
of Vifitulof^ informed him that he did not 
know; he was only placed there to -re- 
ceive the rents from the tenants^ wliich. 
were called for soon after the quarter'-day, 
by a person who was unknown to him, — 
From all that Ludowico could leam^ it 
appeared^ either that Vistulof was not the 
scene of Lanfraiico's vengeance^ or that 
the inhabitants of that castle were total 
strangers to his misdeeds, 

Giovanno's account^ of his journey re- 
newed the hopes of all concerned, that 
some happy discovery, would be speedily 
made« A tioubt whether Gramani's haunts . 
could be those in which the Rosomaskis had 
sujp^red so nvu^h^ was started by Rhodiska, 
who could not conceive but that she .must . 
have crossed some lake or river to^ reach 
the latter, Gioyanno^ wbo remembered 

the 
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<he brook over which he had seen Gramani 
pass, by means of the moveable bridge^ 
supposed that, in order to deceive his cap^ 
fives, he had caused them to be rowed up 
and down on it, before the carriage had 
entered the mine by seme other passage, 
whieh Was gently sloped so as to admit it. 
. Gramani's servant was questioned whether 
he knew of any other entrance into the 
subterranean than that by means of the 
platform ? he replied, that the mine must 
have some communication' with those of 
Wielitska, since he had left Gramani at the 
mouth of the entrance, which was descended 
by the platform, at night, and had, by his 
directions, waited for him at one of the 
entrances into the mines of Wielitska on 
the next morning. This intelligence seemed 
to remove their doubt ; and Ludowicoand 
Gipvanh.o, accompanied by Tomaso, and 
Gramani's servant, soon left Cracow for 
Zabno, where they determined to act as 
circumstances might require. They all 
rejplired to Giovanno's lodgings; muffled 
VOL. IV. o up 
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iip in their great coats, to prevent surprt^« 
and placed themselves at the windows, ft 

^as not long before Giavanno exclainie4 — ' 
'' There, that is Gramani, walking arm in 
arm with another man." — Mier a moment's 
pause, he . started up, and cried -out— ^ 
'' Look out* Tomaso ; as I live, that other 
|>erson Is Dolgorucki, who was a prisoner 
with us among the banditti^ in the Genoese 
moim tains!" 

"It is the same person," replied To* 
fnaso ; '' tfaatis I>o}gorucki, indeed." 

Ludowjco, whose whole attention had 
l>een :at firs^ . drawn lowanls Gramani, of 
Y^hom he had beard so much, but never seen 
))efore, no sooner bad his eyes diverted to 
the other person by Giovanno*s and To^ 
maso*s canversatioji, than he started up in 
the most indescribable transports, and ex-* 
claimed—' 

'' Talk no mprp of Dolgorudu ; by 
Heavens^ that is the fniscr^oaiil Lahfranco 
himself I" 

He vras about to fiy out of Ae ropaa^ 

when. 



i^e iKTtaiBLe bkemC 



t9! 



tofien Oiovaimo held him by ihe arm> and 
entreated him» in the most earnest manner^ 
not to ruin them all by any act of intern-* 
Iterance/ He represented, that if they 
shbuld happen to miss in their first blow;, 
Lanfranco would, in all probability, assassi- 
nate Rosomaski and Paulina, and flv be* 
yond their re^ch, or otherwise convey ttiem 
away with him to some other retreat, which 
might never bie dfecovered ; he added, that 
Lanfranco must have had numerous accom- 
plices, to Work his complicated ensrinf^s of 
"Vengeance; and that it was tmore than 
probable he never appeared in public, 
vrithout having some of them at hand to 
prevent a surprise.. Ludowico was satis- 
fied with these prudential remonstrances, 
and resumed his seat, where he continued 
for a few moments, apparently lost in re* 
flection. He then started ap again, and 
exclaimed—* 

" t have it t " you are right, my friend^ 
Giovanno t we must make the first blow a 
sure one. It shall be so; watt here f^r 

ttt^ tiil to-morrow.*' 

o3 He 
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He was again going to leave the rootisf!, 
when Giovanno once more infreated him 
to take no precipitate measure. 

''Fear not/' replied Ludowico; ''I 
have abandoned the first sallies of fury ; 
keep yourself close till to-morrow, ^nd 
rely upon my returning with such a net to 
spread over that savage beast, Lanfranco, 
as shall baffle all his strength and efforts to 
break through it." He then hastened to 
the inn, remounted his horse, and rode 
back to Cracow. " It was a late hour, but 
he instantly went to the citadel, ancT de- 
sired the centinel ^o pass the word that 
Ludowico wished to speak with the Gover- 
nor on the most important business. Ze- 
deo was no sooner acquainted with his 
friend's message, than he ordered that he 

should be instantly admittedL 

Ludowico, during their cpnfinement, had 
acquainted his fellow-prisoner with the 
siiflTeringsbf the Rosomaskis; and be was 
no sooner admitted into his presence, than 
he informed him of the mabner in which 
the haunts of their cruel persecutor had' 

been 
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heen discovered, and requested that he 
would furnish him with a guard 6f soI4ier^ 
U) ferret him out. Zedeo not only readily 
coqsentedj hut insisted upon leading them 
in person, to bring to punishment a mis- 
creant who had so long eluded every pur-? 
suit of justice: He ordered the -drums to 
beat the usual roll-call on the parade, and 
in ten minutes, word was^broug'ht that the 
soldiers were ready to oDey his orders. — 
Zedeo then desired Ludowico to iaccom-^ 
pany him to the parade; where he told 
the soldiers, in a short harangue", that he 
wanted fifty of them to go on an expedi- 
tion, but that he should take none but 
volunteers ; a general shout was given, 
and the whole corps expressed their rear 
diness to turn out. The number which 
Zedeo bad fixed upon, were instantly cho- 
sen, and ordered to march to Zabno; to 
pass through the town at night, without 
making any halt ; and to wait for the Go- 
vernor a mile beyond it, on the road lead- 
ing to the Carpathian mountains/ Zede6 

o 3 and 
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« « 

and Ludonvico then refill to take ai UtU« 
vepose ; and at the earliest da^n of 4aj>. 
they were on their route to Zabno. . » 

When they arrived, they roused Gior 
vanno^ and informed him what force theij 
had sent pn before, them. Giovanho was 
delighted^ and having mounted his boi^se, 
the whole party moved forwards, towards 
the spot where Zedeo had apppinted the 
soldiers to wait. When they arrived at the 
place^ a council of war was held, in which 
it was concluded that they should separate 
into two parties : one of which, headed by 
Ludowico, aiid guided by Gramani's ser- 
vant, should go to that entrance of .jhe 
mines of Wiclitska where the latter kad 
formerly awaited for Gramani ; the other, 
headed by Zedeo, and conducted by Gio- 
Vanno and Tomaso, should descend by tte 
shaft into the Carpathian mountains. The 
greatest obstacle in their way was to plan 
their movements, so as ^ that both parties 
should come into action at the same time. 
It was computed that the distance to the 
3 entrance 



#n(fffttice of the mines of Wielits&a> and 
titoi €(f the C^rpafiuan mountains; was 
nesffjy the same*- Gramani's sei'vant ac- 
^f^^nt^d them that the usual time of rais* 
iAf^ and low^ering the platform consumed 
nfSkvly an hour; an4> by the distance from 
v^he Carpathian mountains to the entrance 
i»t0 the mines of Wielitska, they guessed: 
thai it would require Ludowico's party 
nearly three hours to pass through the 
sobteirraneous communication between^ 
them. Ludovvico's party would,- therefore,!, 
be two hours behindhand with Zedeo's^ 
From this calculation^ it was determined- 
ti^a^ Ludowrco's party should make the 
fee&t,of their way to th^ entrance into the 
BDines of WLelltska:; and after an interval 
of tworhpurs^ Zedeo should march hi&ta 
the Kaoulh: of the descent into the Carpa-- 
tiiiaa movmtsaias. Ludowico, having with 
hii3^ Gramani's servant and twenty-five of 
the soldjers, instantly decamped, and (m-. 
tered the mines of Wielitska. Ludowico 
addre^cd himself to the first groupe of 

o 4 miners 
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miners whom he discovered^ and offered a 
considerable reward to any of them wh^ 
would discover to him the subtcrraneaa 
passage which led from the mines of Wie- 
litska to an old exhausted mine in the 
Carpathian mountains ; they all declared 
that they knew nothing of such a passage, 
but if it did exist, there was a very old 
miner, who had been born in the placey 
and had passed all his life there ; this man^ 
they said, was better acquainted, with the 
minesL and all their passages than any^othcr 
person. When this old man was bronght 
to Ludowico, and the same question put 
to him, he replied, that there was only one 
passage which could answer the description 
of that which they were in search of. It 
did, indeed, . tend towards the Carpathian 
mountains, but it had never been explored 
by atiy person, to his knowledge. Ludo- 
wico distributed some moneys among the 
other miners, and prevailed upon the old 
man to be their escort to this unexplored, 
passage. When they arrived at the entrance' 

'. of 
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of jlliis gloomy gallery, Ludowico informed 
the soldiers that there lay their- route rbe- 
fere ihem,. which they must expect ta 
pursue during three hours, at least. He, 
himself was determined to go on, if they 
should all desert him ; but he could not 
entertain an idea that men of tried bravery 
could abandon their comrades, who were 
coining by another equally, if not more, 
dangerous route, to meet them. The reply 
of one of these sons of Mars was laconic, 
yet significant — ^^ Lead on, if it be to — ^ 
we will follow you.*' — ^They then lighted^ 
the torches with which they had been sup- 
plied, and pushed into the sombre avenue; 
.When the interval of two hours from the 
lime of.Ludowico's departure had elapsed,^ 
Zedeo put his men into motion. Grama*^ 
ni's servant, who* had been ordered to re- 
turn, so soon as he should have conducted" 
Ludowico's. party to the proper entrance 
into the mines of Wielitska, was ordered 
to take the lead; He piloted them safely 
thi*ough the deiile to the brook,, and dis? 

o 5. played. 
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« 

played the moveable bridge on* which they 
crossed it. He then brought them to the 
mouth of the shaft, into which he di^opped 
the copper m'edal which he had received 
from Gramani. In rather more than half 
an hour afterwards^ the signal was answered 
by the ascension of the astonishi'iig plat- 
form ; when it rose to a level with the edge 
of the shaft, the whole parly placed tliem- 
telves upon -it. Gramani's servant then- 
pulled a smd! rope,, which was another 
signal to the -workmen who attended the 
machine below, that every thing was pre-' 
pared fdr the descent Presetrtly the ma- 
i:hipe l^e^an to lo'wer: it \yas impo^ible 
&ot to be strm:k with admtration of this- 
ingenious contrivance^ which: supported sa 
vast a weight. 

^' Why,'* sajdGiovanno toZedeOi ^*shauld 
the most industrious effbrts of genius be so 
often the partakers and the instruments of 
rice?'* ^ 

All" the movements of the machine were 
constructed mth siidtk yiosAeviiil art, ^^, 

except 
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except a slight groaning of the strained ca-^ 
l>les, nothing announced thatit experienced 
any fatigue. They were the least felt, as they 
Aid not see that they descended: A little; 
wavering in the balance appeared' so like 
that of a boat agitated By theTecblefluctu— ' 
utions of the undulating watlfers, that it wa*^ 
no wondta*. Rbodiskaj deprived' of the use: 
of <»ight; and stiuck By tHe~ noise of the 
water,, wliich the banditti stitred in the 
t|»ns. placed beside them, should havevbeen 
fed to imagine that they were floating on^ 
tf^ surfi^tce of the lake of Guarda, ' 

. During, the descent, not a syttablfe ^^as* 
uttered by the soldiers, although their asto— 
aishtnent was visible^ but Zedeo, who 
Knew thcmall t2> be men of fried sttiflf^ had- , 
Bot t&e least dread of fear -having any parC' * 
yx their sensations;, 

After nearly; ai^otber hal f hour expended 
i^ the descent; Zcdeo conjectured that they^ 
were Aearly ona level with the arch of the 
gallery which contained the w,heeIsof the 
l^achi^e, from his perceiving the light oP 

o &^ the 
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the torches vrhich illuminated the bottiMd . 
of the subterranean. He therefore ordered 
the soldiers to stand as close together as 
possible, not only to take up Jess room^ but 
to conceal their numbers from those who 
might be watehing them from below;, he 
himself had his eyes fixed upon the work* 
men who governed the two horses attached 
to the machine. He thought he perceived 
that he slackened the descent of the plat-^ 
{orm ; apprehending lest: be might pky 
them some tric]c, Zedeo took one of the 
soldier's muskets and levelled at him^ say-; 
ing to him at the same time^ that he was a 
dead man if he stopped the horses. Struck 
with panic^ the workman ran away^ but the 
horses continued their cireuliar route tili 
the platform was only about ten or twelve 
feet from the ground. Without waiting 
any longer, Zedeo jumped on the sandy 
i|oor of the subterranean, and was instantly.^ 
followed by all the rest.. Presently they 
heard the spacious caverns and galleries 
resound with the cries of-— ^' To arms ! — •. 

here's 
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here's the enemy !— to arms !*'— and all the 
echoes which inhabited them repeated— r 
'^ To arms !" — A troop of men, armed with 
guhs^ sabres^ and axes, were seen running 
towards them ifroin the bottom of a long: 
galfery. They placed themselves in am- 
buscade, .and appeared to wkit for Zedeo's 
party at the corner- of one of the avenues. 
Oneof them^ who appeared to be their 
chief, 2nd wihom ' Giovanno perceived to 
be^tbe cruel Dolgorucki, otherwise Lan- 
franco, approached within about* two hun- 
dred yards, and lifting a speaking tnimpet; 
which he carriedUn hiis hsnd, to his mouth, 
he apostrophized Zedeo- and his party iir 
these* words — '* Madmen! who has con-, 
dnetted you to these places ? — Do you come 
here to seek death ? — Know that whoever 
violates this sanctuary, is sure to pay fbr 
his rashness- with his life." 

Zedeo replied, that they were come iir 
search of the Count Rosomaski and his^ 
daughter, who had b^en^long unjustly con- 
fined, and treated with savage barbarity, in- 

these 
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these gloomy abodes; he added^ that they 
Merc determined to kill all those who shou]d 
attempt to. throw the least, obstacle in the 
way oft! ir search. 

" Yoirhad better, think of your own im- 
fbrtupate situatibn,,^^ said^LanfranGOi " thaa 
to talk of. df^liveriWg others; .you will. all 
instantly penshi for having violated' the 
as) lum qP ^h^ implacable Lanfranco ; of 
Lanfranco^ the eternal perseci^^or x>f Roso**^ 
naasi:i, his captive and victim. Once en- 
tered into these caverus^ there is no getting 
out again." 

" Fi?c ypur bayonets," said.Zedeo to hi*. 
^Idi^rs, '' and follow nje." 

'](*hey had npt advanced' mao^. steps, ]be— 
fore !Zedeo reinarl^ed that {.an franco^ assisted 
by several accomplices,, sqppeared tp be 
easting off a rope> which desceikled from 
the top' of the gallmesi fronp a. large irpot^ 
staple ring, to which it ^s^^aU^ched nearly 
^t thp bottptn. Z^deo^ instantly ondered. 
his men to bglt, which YVk done sp install- 

^pepu?Iy> tl^al L^nlgr^Apff Mil k>» a^|Sltej»t& 

had' 
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hzi Qot time to observe they were notr 
quite under the^ suspended ruins intertded* 
for their destruction^ and tor delay the^ 
departure of the rope^r as ft slipped from* 
their hands, a^ liorrib& crashing^ resounded; 
Ihrough thearebesj and rtierefeliadeluge of ^ 
fragments of rock, and Heaps of earthy which' . 
would have overwhelmed the whole of Ze- 
dee's party in an instant) irheh^d not pene-i 
tTated ihe uesign of Lanfranco, and baffled' 
it' bv a sadden manoeuvre. None of theiftt 
perished, although they werd so near to> 
the falling wreck, thatscveral of them were* 
severely Brajised by some of the rolling 
fragments. Epr some- minutes aSti^ftyarda^. 
there was such a cUmd of du«t; asF almpsti 
obscured the light of their torcbe& They 
were obliged to wait till it htd'subsided^. 
iJefore thev could rush towards the ene- 
»y, which the soldiers wexe impatient to?, 
put into. execution. 

When the enemy again became, visible,. 
Zedeo's party heard Lau franco ag^iin* bel- 
Ibwing thr&ugh bi«^eatof ^Pmpet thes^* 

wordft — 
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words — '' Look ; the body of Rosojnaski 
diall serve me for a rampart; your balls 
will not reach me but through his body/* 
GiovaRno recognised the unfortunate 
Rosomaski, heavily ironed^ and behind 
him the execrable Lanfranco^ and his nu- 
merous train of satellites^ who sheltered 
themselves behind Rosomaski in single file;. 
After having pronounced this horrible me- 
nace^ Lanfranco ordered his followers to 
quit their rank two by two, to discharger 
their pieces/and then entrench themselves 
again behind Rosomaski whilst they re- 
loaded them. The balls no sooner began 
to hiss about their ears, than the sons of 
Mars, inflamed with rage, presented their 
muskets, and were about to fire ; biit Ze- 
deo and Giovnn no threw themselves before 
them, and entreated them to desist, lest 
they should deprive the unfortunate man 
of life whom they came to preserve. They 
reminded them, that it could not be long 
before their comrades, who were gone, 
round'.the oth^r way^ would arrive, and 
' . take 
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take the enemy in the rear, when Zedeo 
promised them that they should take ample 
revenge on their cruelty and treacheryy 
wth the points of their bayonets. Whilst 
he was addressing the soldiers, the enemy^ 
still coiitinued to shower the balls about 
them ; the report of each piece was like the 
explosion of a subterraneous thunder; . but 
they did no mischief •to Zedeo's party/ 
because the ruins which had been intended 
to crush them, lay between them and the 
enemy, and now served them as a*bulwark. 
The soldiers, however, were so impatient 
to retaliate, that Zedeo and Giovanno be- 
gan to dread the impetuosity of their fury ; 
when the generous Rosomaski, guessing at 
the cause of their not xeturning the fire, 
cried out with all his strength — " Fire, -my 
friends; fire on the dastardly Lanfranco 
and his accomplices. Do not mind me ; 
stand upon your ovvn defence.*' 

This generous exclamation had a sudden 
eflfect upon the .brave soldiers to whom it 
was addressed ; they dropped their pieces> 

which 
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which were still presented, and deahftti 
that not a ball should be fired by them ; 
birt that if their comrades did not appear^ 
the contest should be decided by the bay* 
onet. Zedeo ordered them to shelter* 
themselves from the balls as well a& they 
could (which they instantly performed by 
covering themselves with the ruins.},, whilst 
he brought the enemy to a paffley, to pas^ 
away the time till Ludowico'a party should 
make their appearance. As Lanfranco saw 
that his accomplices could do no^ further 
execution, he ordered them to refrain from 
firing; and a solemn silence prevailedy, 
when Zedeo^ mounting on the ruins, agaia 
repeated his promise to Lanfranco, that if 
he would give up his prisoners unhurt, be 
and his men would depart. Lanfranco only 
i;cplied by insulting language and menaces,, 
that though they had been fortunate cnougl^ 
jlo escape the first torrer^t of his rage, the)^ 
bad only prolonged their lives for some* 
i5ew minutes. He concluded, by a» oath^. 
that he would sacrifice every one ^1^ 
ihem^ and leave not one to tell the tale. 

' This. 
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^,,, This savage ferocity again revived the 
fury of the soldiei-s, who demanded of their 
commander to suffer them to return these 
insolent threats with their bayonets. " Let 
us perish in fair comhat, and in avenging 
ourselves" said one of them, " and not 
* reniain here inactive, to be crushed with our 
hands in our pockets by some other in- 
fernal contrivance." At these words, all 
bis comrades started up, and cried otit — 
'^^ To the charge !" — Lanfranco, whaheard . 
their cries, and saw their preparations^ 
again roared out that if they advanced be- 
yond the heap of ruins^ Rosomaski s^hould 
J>e the first man that felj. He then threw 
away his trumpet, drew his sabre, and placed^ 
himself in the attitude of putting his threat 
into execution. s 

« Why do you hesitate to.avenge your- 
selves upon these cowards,'* cried Rosor 
m^ski, /^ whose only bravery consists in 
ftssassinaling the defenceless ? — Death will 
pdw be sweet to me, ^ince I know thatyoii 
:^;ill instantly retaliate upon my murder^f 
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crs ! — Brave soldiers ! once more I say, 
come on !" 

The soldiers, who were again on the 
point of rushing forwards^ like a tyger on 
its prey, were struck with admiration at the 
magnanimity of this unfortunate man, and 
seemed as if unable to stir. They groaned 
with indignation at his unworthy persecu- 
tors^ and panted to preserve his life. In an 
instant, the scene was changed, and they 
beheld those who had just before threatened 
their lives with the most insulting menaces^ 
falliDg under the, bayonets of their com- 
rades^ or flying to save their own. They 
saw a person spring forward from an ave- 
nue, and dart like lightning towards Lan- 
franco. In an instant^ the arm which held 
the threatening sabre over the head of Ro- 
somaski, was severed from his body, and 
the infamous Lanfranco fell to the ground, 
writhing in dreadful agonies^ and making 
horrible contortions. A discbarge of mus- 
] ketry was then heard, and numbers of the 
banditti were laid on the dust> whilst the 

rest 



] 
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rest blew out their torches, and strove - Id 
seek their safety in darkness; but they wtre 
met at every turning by the slaughtering 
bayonet, and yielded up their unworthy 
lives. Zedeo's soldiers then rushed for- 
wards, and finished what their comrades 
bad begun. In a very few minutes only 
two of the banditti retained their lives ; 
these dropped on their knees^ and begged 
for quarter. The enraged soldiers were 
about to plunge their bayonets into their 
breasts, when they were stopped by Zedeo, 
who ordered them to be spared, as their 
lives might be necessary to the discovery 
of Rosomaski's daughter, who was also con- 
fined in the subterraneans. The soldiers 
yielded an unwilling obedience. 

All eyes were now drawn towards Lan- 
franco, who was still writhing and groan- 
ing on the sand. Ludowico seized him by 
the hair, and raised up his head. Lan- 
franco opened his eyes,'which death seemed 
to have already closed, and beheld the' 
fatal dream, which had formerly occasioned 

him 
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htm so jntrch terror, realized. l*he in- 
dignant liUdowico stood over him with his 
avenging sabre, about to send him to the 
fathomless abyss. The wretch had lost all 
hopes, and he exclaimed — ** I die con^- 
tented, if, at this moment, Rhodiska be the 
^ wife of Ludowico; I shall then leave to 
the world an ever^memorable 'example 
of vengeance'.*'- — He could say no more; 
the sabre of Ludowico fell, and dispatched 
to the furies the soul which Lanfranco had 
borrowed from them. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

JL HE soldiers th«n made the caverns re- 
sound with their acclamations. Ludowico 
caught Rosomaski in his arms, and cried out 
•—** My dearest friend, take courage ; your 
faithful Rhodisk'ahas escaped thelast horrible 
snare jwhich was laid for her, and she burns 
toVcceive you to her chaste emiKrace/* — 
At these joyful sounds, which banished all 
the dreadful ideas which had before damped 
the joy of Rosomaski at his deliverance> 
be returned his friend's eftibrace withrthe 
utmost ardour. 

" Behold^ also," continued ludowico, 
•'your generous friendi the benevolent 
GipvaOBo ; he pants to receive you to his 

Giovanno 
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Giovanno rushed fonvards, and the fee- 
ble Rosomaski no sooner beheld the well 
known face^ than he fell on his neck. 

" Let me now introduce you,'* continued 
Ludowico^ " to my friend, 4he brave Co- 
lonel Zedcto Darnini, to whose personal 
aid, with that oF the brave band of vete- 
rans whom he has lent us, you are indebted 
for the happiness which yoii are about to 
^njoy." 

Zedeo received the silent embraces of . 
the grateful Rosomaski, whose heart was 
too full of astonishment at his unexpected 
deliverance, of gratitude tp his deliverers^ , 
and of happiness to hear that his Rbodiiriui 
Was still his, to be able to ^ay a word. . 

Ludowico and Giovanno were now im- 
patient io restore Rosomaski to the fre^^ 
breezes of the upper regions, to which he 
had been long a stranger, aad to contimse 
their searches after the tender Paulina* 

The two accomplices of Lanfranco, who 
had escaped the slaughter of their comrades,.^ 
had been spared, on condition that they 

• . should 
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should discover the place where she was 
c0nfined> and the secret haunt of Lan- 
franco^ where they expected to find full 

' pfoofs of his guilty and the names, of all 
his other accomplices, 
" Rosomaski's tottering steps not keeping 

, pace /with the impatience of Giovanno to 
behold his beloved Paulina, the soldiers 
made a kind of litter for him with their 
arms, and carried him to the platform. — 
Zedeo, with five of the soldiers, mounted it 
with Rosomaski, and Ludowico ordered the 
two prisoners, who were acquainted with 
the management of the machin^^ to. put it 
in motion. 

'^ Alas! my dearest friends/' cried Epii 
somaski, '^ are you going to leave me 

again?'" 

*' But for a short time, ".replied Gio«. 
vamib ; ^^ we shall sooi\ find your beloved 
daughter^ and overtake yen before you 
reach Zabno/* 

The machine began to ascend, and Gii)"- 
vsmno was obliged, to restrain his impa- 

vox,. lY, p tience 
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tience till the platform bad performed its 
ascent and descent^ to see that their prison^ 
^rs used no foul play towards their friends 
>yho were on it, and to take them with 
them to point out what their lives stood 
pledged to discover. WKen the machine 
had pcrforme4 its necessary revolutions, 
the two prisoners began to fulfil their pro- 
mises, by conducting Lud.pwico, Gioyanno,, 
and their party, into a sort of cabinet, not. 
far from the spot where Lanfranco and his 
accomplices lay extended, and at a small 
distance from tl.e apartment which Roso- 
i^iaski had occupied jusit before. This was 
the' cabinet where Lanfranco had usually 
ij^ided, when he passed from the mines of 
Wieiitska, his usual abode, intq the Carpa- 
thian mountains, for the execution of any . 
of his odious projects. They entered it, 

and perceived several papqrs scattered on 

••'■■■ « 

a table, which Lanfranco, in his sarprise^ had 
not had time to conceal: on perusal, they. 
w.ere found chiefty to consist of not^ ad- 
dressed to Lanfrancoj by the Jew IshmaeL 

Qxamani, 
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Graimxii^ and othexs of his associates. These 
writings gave an ample discovery of the 
plan of all the plots which Lanfranco had 
formed agftinst Rosomaski and his family ; 
the engmes employed to ensure their suc- 
cess; and the expression of the transports 
of joy with which every misfortune of his 
victims had filled his dark bosom. 
'" *^ What a horrid character !" exclaimed 
Giovanno ; '' he fed only on gall^ and lived 
cnly^ for vengeance. It was as necessary' 
for him to hate, as it is to humane souls to 
love each other." * 

As ho place escaped their researches, 
they discovered a private draw6r in 'the 
table, wlience they drew sotne writings, * 
which, to their infinite surprise?, proved to- 
be those belonging to the estates of Vis- 
tulof and Dorbalec. Those estates had been ' 
purchased by Ishmael^ who acted as a secret; 
agent for Lanfranco, and who received all* 
the rents for him from the steward'. There' 
y^^re other proofs that Lanfranco,* after' 
having exiled the Rosomaskis from Vistulof,* 

p8 '* had 
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had caused their possessions to be ravaged, 
in order to prevent their receiving any 
supplies, and to compel them to part with 
them for a trifling consideration. All 
these compleat evidences of the monstrous 
machinations of Lanfranco having been 
secured, the guides conducted them into 
the cavern^ which had so long resounded 
with the dolorous accents of Rosomaski. — 
The sensible hearts of Ludowico and Gio- 
vanno were penetrated with the most 
lively sensations, which seemed to have 
communicated themselves to the breasts of 
the soldiers^ when they beheld these words 
traced on difl!erent parts of the wall — 
*' Oh, my beloved Khodiska ! thy Roso- 
maski will love thee till death/' — ^They 
they then visited the place of Rhodiska's 
confinement, and ( wonderful ejSect of t&e 
sympathy Which reigned between this ami- 
able pair, and of the mutual intelligence 
of their hearts !) the walls again presented 
characters traced by a hand which the he- 
roism of conjugal fidelity guided. They 

read 
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read th^e word»— ^^ Oh^ Rosomaski ! — Ob, 
nay well-beloved ! — ^Thy. Bhodiska would 
suffer a thousand deaths^ rather than re- 
nounce thee !" — At this sights a deep senti- 
xnent of admiration seized all their hearts; 
there was^ not one whose breast did not 
throb. Giovanno exclaimed, that in en- 
tering into those places, consecrated by 
misfortune and virtue, he felt himself pe- 
netrated by a religious respect, as if he 
had visited a sanctuary. He, however, 
observ0.d that the moments were preciousj 
and that sentiments, otherwise laudable, 
tough t not to make them lose sight of one of 
.'the principal ends of their expedition for a 
inpment. The soldiers declared their rea- 
diness to attend him^ wherever their services 
might be required. 

^ Giovanno then demanded of the prison* 
er$ in what place Rosomaski 's daughter 
was confined? and was answered, in the 
work-room where the women repaired the 
clothes of the miners, in the mines of 
Wielitska. 

r 3 '' Has 
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*' Has she, tlien, been sirbjected to that 
degrading cmpjoyment ?" demanded Giof 
vanno. 

The prisoners replied in the aflfirmative. 

"Lead on then/' saidGiovanno ; " every 
moment is an age till she is liberated/' ? 

They then began to trace back the galr 
lery leading to the mines of Wielitska. 
After having followed the guides through 
several serpentine roads, forming quite |i 
labyrinth, tthey peached 9 spacious plac^ 
resembling a square. There they . saw a 
iiumber of workmen, whQ w^re employed 
in different laboui's; there appeared to be 

above one hundred together. At the 
«ight of these hardy miners, bestowing a 
laborious ardour on the most unpleasant 
employments, far from the light of da^^ 
Giovanno and Ludowico felt themselves 
penetrated with a kind of esteeto for thera. 
So soon as the labourers beheld the soldiers, 
they desisted from their work^ and rested 
on their tools, in evident symptoms of' 
surprise. As . Ludowico was not unac- 

quaintcd 
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quainted withtheh- vast numbers, bethought 
it woiild be prudent to rouze their iridigj^ 
n^ion at the crimes 6( Lanfrati'co and his 
asBOciites> to» eng^ige them to assist, or, at 
least, not to' oppose their designs of libera- 
ting Paulina, and securing the remainder* 
of Lanfranco's agents. He liarangued them 
thus: — ^ ^ 

'^ Hardy' ahd indefatigable men ! who 
-pass your days in thes^ gloomy abodes in 
the mdst dsingerous labours, in the employ*- 
mtnt of honest industry, \vho lead a life 
free from reproach and remorse> you are 
not aware that these dark caverns did con- 
teal, and do still conceal, some wretches, 
who, if they were not so well known, 
might implicate your characters in a sus- 
picion of being partakers of their guiJt. — 
But you, who are here present, have no- 
thing to fear; not one of you is amongst 
those whom we have to accuse. Many of 
you, undoubtedly, know the hand-writing 
of Ishmael, yoiir chief, and that of his as- 
Sociatej the "counterfeit Dolgorucki/' 
X. * p 4 Here 
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Here he read to them the written proofe 
•f the criminal correspondence which had 
existed between Ishm^el and Lanfranco, 
the pretended Dolgoracki, and of the in- 
famous plots contrived and executed by 
them and their accomplices^ to persecute 
a virtuous family. One of the workmen^ 
Ihe same, old man who had conducted them 
to the entrance of the secret passage lead- 
ing to the Carpathian mountains^ and who, 
by the venerable majesty of his grey hairs^ 
and a life spent among them^ had cibtained 
their unbounded, confidence^ advanced^ and 
looking over the papers., knew the hand- 
nmting of Ishmaei and Dolgorucki. In a 
harangue, as short as energetic^ he assured 
jhia comrades of the truth of the facts which 
had been denounced to them by Ludowir 
co> and he instantly impressed the minds 
of those who sutrounded him with the 
same convict-ion. Ludowico prd^ted by 
this happy disposition, to declare that Lan- 
franco and the greater part 6f his accom-- 
plices had already expiat^ their crimes hf 

dfeath. 
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deaths and to desire them to deliver into 
'their hands the Jew iIshmaeL Gramani^ 
: Dorothea^ and Zokalef^ who were in the 
mines of Wielitska. 

This discourse was applauded, and fol- 
lowed by acclamations which testified the 
indignation roused in their honest hearts 
by such unheard-of crimes. In a short 
space of time, these men spread over every 
part of the mines, and propagated the re- 
port of the viHanies of Lanfranco and his 
associates among their comrades. The 
same clamour of indignation everywhere 
resounded ; all the miners, justly enraged 
M the disgrace which might have been 
brought upon themselves, ran towards the 

m .... 

subterraneous abode of Ishmael. ^ As soon 
as they beheld him, they loaded him with 
-Imprecations; the guard who stood sentry 
at his door^ .instead of defending him^ 
joined their conirades, and delivered Ish* 
mael, bound, to the soldiers. Ludowico,. 
Giovanno, and their escort, were then 
conducted to the work-room, where "the 

p 5 tender 
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tender Paulina* was at work; and subjected^ 
to all the insults of Dorothea, with which- 
the latter Vas loading her at the very in* 
stant when the door flew open. Ludowicq 
entered with the soldiers^ but Giovanno re- 
mained behind, that his sudden appearance 
Bright not give too great a shock to the 
tender Paulina. Ludowico lool^ed round 
the room with a stern, air, to discover Pau-; 
lina; butshe was so disguised * under h^r 
inean apparel, that he would have looked 
in vain, if he had not been directed towards 
her, by hearing her well-fcnown voice ex-j 
elaim — > 

'^ Oh, Heaven ! it is Oiir dear friend Lu- 
dowico !•" 

*' Leave this humiliating employment 
instantly, my dear Paulina," said Ludowico. 

As he was speaking, he observed a female 
gliding out of the room; but he stopped 
her, and looking at her face, which she 
held down, he recognised the perfidious 
Dorothea. 

" How V cried Ludowico, '^ do you 
4 wish 



tc 



Vfhh to avoid paying your respects to your 
old acquaintance? — Take her witb'you> 
soldiei^ ; she tnust ha,ve an interview with 
the magistrates of Cracow.'*. 

Paulinr*, by this time, had precipitated 
herself into the arms of Ludowico, unable' 
to fepeak for a long time, through her ex- 
cess of joy. The first words which she 
tittered were — * 

" Oh, my dear father and mother I" 
They are at liberty," said Ludowico; 

and you are going to see them, and your* 
long-lost brother, LadislauS.'* . 

Giovanno, unable to command bis impa- 
tience to Behold the beloved person of her 
whose voice he instantly recognised, had 
stepped a' little forwards, and the lynx-eyed 
maideB^, who instantly espied him, ex- 
claimed — '*^*My 'Giovan«o !*' and fell back 
into the arms of Luidowico. When she 
resumed her senses^ she saw her , generoufii 
fover at her feet, and felt the ardent 
kisses which he imprinted on one of ber 
hahds. 
^ p 6 ' '' Ob, 
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'' Ob^ my dearest Paulina ! what an ex« 
cess of joy is this !'* 

Paulina (ooked at him with a most, ex- 
pressive tenderness; but recollecting to 
how many eyes she was exposed^ $he only 
said — 

'' Let us leave our. congratulations, my 
generous friends, till we shall be in a more 
suitably place." 

Giovanno instantly comprehended her 
meaning, asid to save her blushes, put a 
restrain! on Ms joy. As they were retiring 
from the room, .they beheld the other 
traitor,. Zokalef, whom the miners had 
sought out,, ^d were bringing to delivec 
up to the soldiers. All the accomplices of 
Xaafranco were now either taken or killed,, 
except Gramanl. As the soldiers quitted 
the Carpathian mines, they had expressed 
a desire to behold^, in the features of deatb> 
that Lanfranco who had made himself so 
dreadftil when living. Giovanno had em- 
ployed that interval in looking at all the 
rest of the slain/ to discover whether Gra- 

matii. 
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mani was among them, but he was not to 
be found : upon enquiring of the two pri-r 

m 

^^oners concerning him/ they answered^ 
that he had left the Carpathian mountains 
that morning, by means of the platform ; 
and they supposed that he would be found 
at his residence at Zabno. 

As Liidowico was satisfied with the dis* 
coVeries of the two prisoners, he gave them 
* a proper reprimand, arid suffered them to 
go away. Ludowico and Giovanno then 
distributed all the money which they had 
about them among the honest miners, and 
departed amidst their hearty acclamations. 
They hastened to quit the mines, and once 
more to enjoy the light of day. As Pau- 
lina was still in her miner's dress^ they 
threw a cloak over her, and placed her in 
IshmaeFs carriage. He himself, with Do- 
rothea and Zokalef, were obliged t.o walk 
on foot, surrounded by the soldiers, and 
overwhelmed with the hisses and execra-- 
tions of the miners, who prayed for their 
speedy punishment. . They left the mines 

by 
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by a tircular road", which, by means oft 
slope skilfully managed^ and almost imeh^ 
stble, permitted the passage of the carriage^ 
In less than three hours^ the processioa 
reached Zabno, where they found that Ze<- 
deo and his soldiers had seized the vile 
Cramani in his own house. The success? 
of the expedition was now compleat. 
• As Rosomaski and' Paulina had been pre*' 
pared to meet each other, their interview 
was without surprise, but undescribably 
tender, as may be guessed from the .meet- 
ing of a father and daughter, who had been 
Jong separated from, apd never expected 
lo see each other again. After the first 
emotions of their mutual rejoicing and teft* 
derness were exhausted, Rosomaski ex* 
.pressed his ardent desire to be separated 
tiQ longer from bis Rhodiska, and that they 
should immediately set out for Cracow.-*- 
Alfterhe had been prevailed upon to suffer 
himself andPaulina to take that nourishment 
to which they hadsolong be^n strangers^and 

of which they stood in so much need,. Rof 

somaski 



' THE INVISIBLE ENEMY. 327 

;somaski and. Paulina were placed in Ish- 
.mftel's carriage, and left 2abno, escorted^ 
by; Zedeo, Ludpwico, and Giovanno, and 
followed by Tomaso and Gramani*s late 
servant. The prisoners were left to the 
care of the soldiers^ whom Rospmaski had 
thanked for their generous intrepidity ; 
and Giovanno, whose joy was unbounded, 
and his heart as liberal as his purse was ade-* 
quate. to its impulse^ promised each of 
them a recompqnce of fifty ducats, so soon 
as they arrived at Cracow, where he coul4 
Supply himself with money. The brave 
veterans, ^ore proud of the encomiums, 
whicjb were bestowed upoh them, and of 
their having h^d an opportunity of sig- 
nalizing themselves under the eyes of thei)c 
brave commander, than of the riches which 
they were going to eiyoy, convoyed them 
to the end of the town of Zabno, and then 
sent them off under three loud buz?aS, 

It was nearly dusk when Rosomaski and 
h|s friends gpt within the walla of Cracawi 
Zedeo was prevailed upon by bis entreaties 



* 

I 
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to accompany them home, and receive the 
grateful acknowledgments of his Rhodisbi; 
and Zedeo was too much under the impulse 
of curiosity to behold so amiable a woman, 
to require much solicitation^ The two 
friends, Rfaodisica and Theresia, were sitting 
together, in one of their usual reveries> 
reflecting upon the fate of their dearest 
friends, when a carriage was heard to stop 
at the door, and a lotid knocking thtindered 
at the gate. Both of them instantly started 
up, but seemed to have lost all further mo- 
tion, and even the use of the organ of 
speech, as they neither stirred nor spoke, 
but looked towards the door in silent ex* 
pectatioii : they hestrd the sounds of feet 
on the stairs ; the door opened ; a person 
presented himself, and caused equal asto- 
nishment to both, though it originated in 
very opposite causes. Rbodiska was sur- 
prised at the sight <>f a perfect stranger, 
and Theresia was thunderstruck at behold- 
ing the involuntary cause of all her former 
sufferings, Zedeo Darhim. 
- * ''Be 
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^ '' Be not alarmed, ladies," said 'he ; "I 
- bring you only good news-—! may add, the 
best of hews/' 

Rhodiska was silent, not imagining that 
the news could concern her, till . Zedeo, 
about to continue his discourse, pronoun- 
ced the words — '^ Rosomaski and Paulina 
are both safe/' 

'^ Merciful Heaven!" exclaimed Rho- 
diska; ''what angel are you whose sounds 
are so enchanting to. my ear? — Speak!— 
do not stop short ; tell me where they are 
*^when I shall see them ! " 

^' I left them within the walls of Cracow, 
Madam/' replied Zcdeo ; ''and it.cannoC 
possibly be long before they greet your 
and their longing eyes/' 

Zeded then gracefully saluted Theresia, 
and told her, that he was extremely happy 
at having had it in his power to make some 
little atonement for the sufferings of which 
he had been the involuntary cause to her, 
by having been, in some measure, instru- 
mental to the happiness of her dear and 

amiable 
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amiable friends. Theresia replied^ tbat as 
they could neither of them justly reproach 
the other %vitK the misfortunes \vhicli they 
had suflered on each other's account^ she 
should lay undien a vast weight of obliga- 
tion to him^ and all those who had had any 
;sliare in alleviating the distress, of her 
friends. 

"It is more than alleviated, Madam/' 
said Zedeo ; "it is at ^n eznl. The virtu- 
pus Rosomaskifl will not only be re-assem- 
foled^ in a fi^w minutes^ under one fbof, Sut 
they will have no longer any interruption 
of their happiness to dread. Their prin- 
cipal foe^ Lanfranco^ has fallen pnder the 
avenging sabre of Ludowico ; m^ny of hh 
accomplices bit the dust at the same-time ; 
and all the rest are in custody^ and will 
aleep to-night in the prison of Cracdw, 
whence they will depart^ only to suffet 
the ignominious death which is due to their 
crimes," 

. Zedeo had chiefly addressed his conver- 
sation to Theresia, in order to give Rho- 

diska 
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diska time to compose herself; and he now 
turned to her, and asked her if she thought 
she could be able to support an excess of 
joy, with as much fortitude as she had r^-^ 
sisted all the shocks df the most poignant 
grief? Rhodiska answered, that she Was 
prepared, and janxious for the meeting.—* 
'' Well, then, 'Madam>'' said Zedeo, '^youf 
husband and daughter are under this roof, 
and there is no necessity for delaying any 
longer to gratify your and their ardent 
wishes/' — ^As he said these words, he went 
out of the room, and presently return- 
ed, followed by Ijosomaski, supported 
by Liidowico and Paulina, who held by 
Giovanno. ' ' 

Notwithstanding the precautions which 
had been taken^ Rhodiska was overcome; 
and sunk into the arms of Theresia, who, 
apprehending that that might be the case/ 
had placed hei'self near at hand to receive" 
" her. Rosomaski endeavoured to recall her 
to life by the. most endearing caresses; but 
fearing a relapse, if Rhodiska should be-' 

hold 
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hold Iiim^ instantly on regaining her senses, 
Theresia prevailed upon him to retire to a 
little distance. When Rhbdiska gavesign^ 
of returning sensibility, the greatest care 
was taken- by Theresia. to calm her by de^ 
grees; but the first excess of ecstatic joy 
ivas over^ and Rhodiska's natural strength 
of maid enabled her to receive and return 
the embraces of her husband and daughter, 
in a silent rapture^ which was far more ex- 
pressive than the most passionate excla- 
mations could have been. Rosomaski,« at 
length, recovered strength sufficient to tdl 
Rhodiska, that it was time she shoufd thank 
the intrepid and generous Zedeo, and hisc 
friends Ludowico and Giovanno, for their 
present happiness. Rhodiska performed 
this duty with an case, grace, and fervency, 
which enchanted those to whom they were 
addressed, and who thought that one of the 
I)appiest moments of their lives^ in which 
they had contributed to the peace and hap- 
piness of so amiable a family. When Rho- 
diska advanced to embrace Giov^uio, and - 

pour 
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pour out to him the ardent effusions of her 
grateful hearty he replied, casting an ex- 
pressive look at Paulina — '' Amiable Rho-* 
diska! you may save yourself the trouble 
of thanking me ; I am already recompensed 
to the utmost extent of my wishes." — Rho- 
diska and Paulina understood him ; and the 
former, taking a hand of each, clasped 
them together, and said, in a low ton^-^ 
^' There is now only one other addition to 
our happiness, which, I hope, will not be 
long delayed/'' 

'•'If you mean by that. Madam/' replied 
Giovannb, *' the ceremony which is to 
make all my future happiness, it has already 
been too long delayed by a cruel interrupt 
lion. I hope the lovely Paulina will con- 
sider what I have suffered during this dread-* 
ful interval, and defer my felicity qo longer 
than ^' 

'' The day after to-anorrow," rejoined 
Rfac^diska. 

At that instant, young Ladislaus, who; 
liad been sent for by Theresia, entered the 

roomj 
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room^ and Rhodiska conducted him Id 
Rosomaski^ who received his son^ .thei> a 
fine boy^ into his arms, and kissed him with 
a transport of joy* Paulina was impatient 
to share in his ecstacy, and could scarcely 
wait till Rosomaski released her brother, 
to lavish on him ajl the efRisions of sisterly 
affection. * 

4 

Rhodjska, after these fresh transports had 
subsided, requested to be acquainted with 
the circumstances which had brought 
about her unexpected happiness. Zedea, 
Ludowico, arid Giovannb^ by turns, related 
those affairs in which they had been sepa- 
rately engaged, witlf all the modesty of 
brave men who were speaking of their own 
actiofis. 

Zedeo then presented^ to Rosomaski the 
•Writings relative to Vistulof and Dorbalec, 
which were now returned into his possession 
by a* double claim : fh^t, as being the life'ir- 
at-law of Lanfranco, who had died without 
issue ; and secondly, because, by the decree 
of the Chancery of Cracow^ Lanff anco had 

been 



N 
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been adjudged to accouatto Rosomaski for 
all the monies which himself and his father 
had; received from those estates, during the. 
interval between the death of Rosoraaski's 
fa4:h<^, and the time of making the decree. . 
Ihis account, which would have amounted 
to an immense sum, had never been settled; 
and the money due from Lanfranco to 
Rosomaski, . was considerably more than ; 
what the latter had received when he sold 
the estates. There was no room, therefore, ' 
fox the delicacy of Rosomaski, to hesitate at 
considering himself as the undoubted prO'^ 
jwrietoir of those still revered spots, which 
had.b^en the possessions of his and Rho- 
diska's ancestor!^ and the scenes of moments 
of unspeakable happiness to themselves^ 
in spite of the horrible misfortunes wilh - 
whic-h they had been so strangely che- 
quwed; 

Tl^e mutual attachment of Rhodiska and 
Rosomaski, and the happiness which the • 
tw.o young loveSrs, Paulina and Giovannoy - 
vvere going to' enjoy, brought the con-ver* - 

sation 
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sation insensibly on the subject of tHe \Am- 
derived from conjugal love. If, at that- 
moment, the company had observed the* 
eyes of the beautiful Theresia, they would 
have seen that thev shone with a more than 
usual vivacity. The hour of repose at. 
length put an end. to these interesting con- 
versations, and sent them to their jundis- 
turbed reflections. 

The next morning, Rosomaski went out 
to appear with Zedcfo before the magis- 
trates of Cracow, and lay before them. 
• the accusations against Ishmae], Gj^mani, 
Dorothea, and Zokalef. Rhodiska, wfao^ 
had concerted her plan, sent ta desire the 
presence of Ludowico, in a retired room. 
As soon as he appeared, she addressed faim 
in these words : — ■* 

*' Our friend Ludowico knows how ar- 
dently Rosomaski and myself long for his' 
lAppiness; we are convinced that it can- 
not be compleat, until the energies of love 
as well as of friendship are called into 
action. We have another friend, who, we 

think. 



4hitik> would render any addition to Ludo« 
wioo's happiness unnecessary. We know 
that that other friend will find her felicity 
in-Ludowico; you inu8t ^uess whom I al- 
lude Iq; yju cannot be imen&ible to the 
virtues of Theresia; she is all alive to 
youw. Need I say more ?" 

Xudowico was some moments without 
making any reply. He jwas deliberating 
vrithin hamself whether he should avow to 
iRhodiska that be was notun^quaintedwitb 
« Jlhe. favourable sentiments which Xheresia 
^entevtained for him; but he Wj|S; afraid of 
'^ker reproacbmg him with having kept it 
concealed- from her. He determined to 
itry whether Rjiod^ska b^d been made the 
confidant of Theresia. 

''Madam/' r^pliied he, "J .am in no 
doubt of the frieiid^hip which yourself i^nd 
;Bbsomaski.konbiir me .with; but ,how pan 
I flatter myself that your.friead> wbjcise 
sentiai^nts bave^verrbeen sp opposite to. 
your '.wishes, j could bave chaug^ .tbeip 
Hiimy fftVQur?" . 

v\ih. IV. Q ''These 
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" These mistaken ideas of my friend 
have, I believe, given way to maturer rea- 
son/' said Rhodiska : " but here she comes; 
I will put the question to herself, and I have 
no doubt she will confess her errors with 
her usual frankness/' 

* Theresia at that moment had entered the 
room in search of her friend, whom she had 
missed finding in her own- apartment. * 

''My dear Theresia," continued Rho- 
diska, '' my friend Ludowico and myself 
have had a little argument on your account^ 
and you are come in time to decide be- 
tween us. He imagines that your heart is 
still insensible to the tender pa$»ion, and I 
tnaintain the contrary ; which of us is in 
the right ?" 

Theresia wasr seized with an emotion 
whicTi she could not conceal ; her lips qui- 
vered; her eyes were do\vncast^ and ^he 
could not speak. 

'' Com^, come, my dearest Theresia !" 
added Rhodiska, '' it is nobler to confess 
that we have been in ain error than to en- 
deavour to conceal it. Confess that you 

now 
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now think that there are men who are wor- 
thy of all our confidence and tenderness/*^ 

*' I will confess," replied Theresia, gain- 
ing courage, aiid endeavouring to assume 
a sportive dir, ^' that I have witnessed one 
such example in your Rosomaski ; but one 
should stand very little chance in a lottery 
"which has only one prize to so many thou- 
sands of blanks! Have you never heard 
the opinion of one of their own . se^i;, a 
French writer, on the subject ?" 

*' Not that I remember," replied Rho- 
diska. 

'Mt is this : — . 

^ Oil peut on trouTor de« anums, 1 4 

Qoi DOtts soient ii jamais fideliet ? 
n n'en est que dans les romans, 

Ou dans les nids dcs tonrtercllcs/ 

^' Poetry, my dear Theresia/* replied 
Rhodiska, ^' you know is only fiction, 
agreeably wrapt up ; do let us -descend to 
humble prose." 

q2 ''I tell 



'' I teTl you;" said Tfier^ia, ^ tftar I aifa 
convincecl^ by ybut case^ that th^ p66t &asr 
stretched a point " 

''And I presumCjj** r^pKecf Ifficrdiska^ 
'' (hvii you would nof te sorry fo ficrd, by 
'your own' cas^, ffiaf he harf stiretbttcfdf fwp^ 
py>infs. I am Well a&Ufefd^ if yibtr tircfre t6^ 
ma^e the triat oiir friend tud<6wic<ir yrcnM 
convince^ ycfti 6fk.^ 

•» r shduTd liiafce it tHe sofe aitft dPrny 
lifip, adorable thefeSia !" Sard txi&dwic6, 
tating one of her hafid^^ afuf pre^trg it 
to his lips^ ''to erase the unfavourable f(ti- 
pressions wkich you have imbifired dgiinst 
our sex. If the sole possession of my 
heart " 

" Oh, my Aar friencfe,"* ctied Rftodiska. 
interrupting him, '[ t read in both your 
looks that your attachment is reciprocal; 
why then any longer hesitate to avov/ it ? 
— Do you fear to render your coitittion 
friend too happy. By givitig her hop^s of 
seeing you btesse4 in. ^ch otfielF ?— My 
dear Theresia ! it is to you esj^ecialTy fftaf 

I addreaa 
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J address myself, let that secret which you 
have so long concealed, now be revealed. 

. Pardon me for having betrayed it ; but I 
see myself forced to it by your reserve,. 
and my excessive tenderness for you. It 
is time that you should discard that restraint 
which proves the elevation of your soul, 
but should not be an eternal bar to your 
happiness. Be proud of the sentiment 
which attaches you to Ludowico ; virtue is 
alone worthy to attract virtue. No longer 
dread to pronounce that word so delicious 
to the ear of a lover.'* 

, '^ Adorable Theresia !'' cried Ludowico, 
throwing himself at her feet,- " can.I have 
been so happy as to. have obtained a Tar 
vourable regard from ypu ? — Have I^ who 
imagined that no mortal was worthy of 
obtaining your consent to his addresses, 
( thrpugh delicacy he avoided mentioning 
the discovery which chance had presented 
to him)vr-have I, who should never have 
dared to elevate my views to you, been, 
able to inspire you with some interest in 
/ Q 3 .my 
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my behalf !— What the attoiaWc ati* 
Zedeo had nevei^ been able to effb<5t, th^ 
I hope that I have accomplished ?— I ItyVe^-^ 
I adore- you ! — my ivhole life shaH be oftH 
coptiriued endeavour to make you a tetmhSL 
tor so much felicity.'* 

Lqdowico again pressed the trietnUittg 
hand of Theresia to his lips ; and ^t^ iit 
her emotion^ rather fell than seated hef&elt 
in a chair which Was at hand. Shi^ cast a 
lock of tenderness at Ludowico ; ga^e :a 
itghj which announced that love h^ pre^ 
mailed over her scrupulous constraiilf^ and 
Aid— 

'' Ail disguise i^ useless ; ludowico^ oilt 
jTriend Rhodis&a has discovered to yoti my 
sentimenti^^ and my weakiaiei^/* 

Ludowico's transports ^/ere Wt'ought into 
enthusiasm by this ingenuous co^fessioh \ 
and Rhodiska enjoyed the sight, ^veii l6 
tears. «. 

*^ My dear friend/' said she, ^ this diy 
crowns my happiness. Oh, Ludo>(vico ! I 
entrust you with the destiny of my tiett^ 

derest 



defeat fmnd; rt$Mze the viishcs which I 

have ever forbed for kcr hftppiiie»« Ohy 

Theresia^ ! beht>!d our presenrer ^uid y Qon ; 

atquif, for yoctr friend, that sacrcA ddyt, 

T7hkh the happiest event has put it out o£ 

lier €wn power to discbarge. My wortb^* 

jfrrends; ^imce^oar hearts are come to aa 

tindejrstkiidkig, pledge your foith to esch 

other, and make me tie depository of yous 

reciprotal obligation:^ till it can be coane' 

iCrated at the altar, to-morrow, the m»- 

mge of my PauUttft and the worthy Gio- 

iTftnno will talte pkee. Let the same dsiy 

witness the union of iwo inch happy co«i> 

pies/' 

Thosfe aflfectioftate exfefOrtatioiid of Rho* 
dhit had the desired effi^l ; atid the V^9^ 
lovers prottoifiaced their t^jrws bjelore her. 
This afFeeting scene was soon intewrnpted 
by. the return of Rosomaski, whose satisrfac*- 
tiott ecJuaMed lirs astonishment, when hffe 
Was acquainted with tiie approaching tmiofi 
of the generous Ludowico with the beatt- 
tifel Theresia. 
- 6 On 
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On the next day, the two- weddings we^e 
celebrated. Rosomaski, with the consent 
of Rhodiska, presented Giovanno and Pau- 
lina with the castle of Dorbalec, and L^- 
dowico and Tberesia took up . their resi- 
dence with Rhodiski and Rosomaski, at 
Vistulof ; so that only a short distance se- 
parated these happy afid virtuous person- 
ages; 

Dorothea^ Gramani, and Zokalef, were, 
convicted of their enormous crimes, and 
paid the forfeit of th<m by an ignominious; 
death. Ishmael was pardoned, at the inter-> 
cession of Rhodiska, whom' he had been 
the means of delivering, though from very 
untvorthy motives. He was, however, de- 
prived of his directorship of the mines of 
Wielitska, which the government, con- 
vinced how dangerous it ^vas to confide 
to an individual so vast an undertaking, 
and which might be converted to such 
monstrous purposes, would never farm 
again. Ishmael, however, was very well 
satisfied;, as, by the death of Lanfranco, 

he 
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he had acquitted bmiself of the vast sums 
^hich he had borrowed fiom> him. 

The castles of Vistulal and Dorbalec 
once more became the seat&of mirtb^/hap* 
piness^ and hospitality. Rhodiska and Ro- 
somaski left behind them a fame which 
more than a ttMwj haa* nal been able to 
efface ; and at tUs djiy^ wlialev^r curioua 
tl^Tetleir visits the stcrpendoas mf ns of Vh- 
tidof^ and makes ainy enquiries about ihemi 
is answered : — 

^' That was once the residence of the 
magnanimous and virtnoiHrRosomaski and 
Rbodiskar 
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THE MYSTHRIOUS FREEBOOTER \ 

THB DAYI or QUEBSf BVIS. 

BY FllANCIS LATHOM» 

4t vols. 901* Mwed* 

•• Thil T?l«i« » pl5«finj?-except!cn to the general opinfoii 
•fcriticj th»tall novels an? roi fcijfe. If the devclopement 
•f inreres^ing situaiioiii, or the inculcation of horest arid ho-' 
roiimble moiaHty he nonicnfe i irnonfenle confiil in tfie dif- 
play of a H^ciy conception, and the invefti)?ation of the bu- 
in«n nriind b^ nonfenfe ) then indeed the Novel before ut is 
entitled to thcnanne of nonienfe. But i^ the leiTon of exam- 
ple can inftru^ our uider findings, cr the adminiArtitioifi of 
poetical jq(lice corre6V our hearty, the Mj'fttnous Freebooter 
will be read with fatisftiction by a confiderahle portion of the 
public. It bat aiready been thrown into a pantomime ballet 
by the proprietors of tie Circus ; and we doubt not it will be 
as great a favourite in the clofeti as it is upon-the stage*** 

Jjfonthiy Mirrerf fir May, i$96^ 

" The author of Men and Manners is no inferior noirelift r 
nothing ought more to furprife than his unrivalled fertility ; 
ievf authors have written fo much who repeat thcmfelvcs [6 
little : this is the privilege of thole who draw lefs from prece- 
dent than imaginattoi j who fiudy books little and nature 
• much. Of the plan of a romance full of incident, it*w.ould be 
laborious to give the fory in epitome; and would increaie the 
reviewer's trouble only to decreafe the reader's gntification. 
Suffice it to iay, that terrorifm is the predominant imprefilon ; . 
that this is a produ^^icn of the R^dclifFe school, and perhapa 
thebeft domiedic imit^ion which has yet appeared ; and that 
it 18 full of intere(^i of inyentionj and of eloquence.** 

Annual Re*oit^*' 
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HEPRS OF VILLEROV, 

A ROMANCE, « 

, BY HENRIETTA ROUVIERE, 

' 3 vols. 13s. 6d. sewed. 

This novel is by no means void of intereft.. The inci- 
dents arc numerous and well arranged, and the chara6\trs, 
Yoi'ihe moll part, well drawn and Ibppored ** 

' . Literary Journal, No<v»i%o $. 
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T*I M E S P AS T, 

ji RoTTianHc Melange, 

3 vols, price 1 2s. sewed. 

*5 This work is written with a conlidcrable portion or hu- 
inour, and contains a great deal of tatire^ which is, in general, 
keen, and julHy levelled. The charat!ilers are. for the moft 
|>art more natural,, more ftrongly nurked, and better fup- 
portend, than in the greater part of the compofitions of the 
iame jaature." . , Literary J ournaly Jan* i8o5« 
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CASTLE OF SANTA FEi 

A NOVEL, 

BY A clergyman's DAUGHTER^ 

4 vols. 18s. sewed. 

« We congratulate . the lady upon her improvement in the 
•capacity of a novel-writer. The CalUe of Santa Ve is ah 

- intereding tale, marked with much variety of incipient and 
contraft of chara£ler. The heroine wins upon our favour as 
we proceed, aud we are concerned in her happinefs at the la(t. 
*— The moral and, religious fentiments with which the work 
abounds, are well >K^)rthy the 4:erpe£lable title of their author, 
joamely, that of a Clergyimm^s Daughter. We wiih we were 

' as fecure of finding nothing contrary to llri6i propriety, in 
the writings of fome of her fellow labourers, as we are in the 
produftiorts of .this fair Author.'* 

Critical Re'uii'w, June, i9oj«. 

*f The Caftle of Santa Fe, by a Clergyman's Daughter, is 
a well-wrrtten novel % the incidents are dignified, and not 
lni|>robable« the charaflers are well fupported, and the ten* 
dency of the ftory is mors^ and relieious." 

Mottthljf Ma^, Sup, JuljttZos* 
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THE WOULD WE LIVE IN, 

A sorn.9 

-BY yr. P. WILUAMS* 

8 voU. it>6. 0<L tewed. 

<' This It a performance of coniiderable ir.erit } tkccharaSters 
arr, in general, wdl drawn, and ionie are even original, efpe^ 
ciaily that of the oM Dowager Lady D'mwiddie. The bcpk, 
n^n the whole, containa a great <ieal of tnterefting and en- 
tertaining matter, and th«rre U nothing in it repngnant to 
religion or soucil morals/* Literdnyjimnalf Juij 1804^ 



LUSSINGTON ABBEY, 

A HOTEL, 

BV HENRIETTA ROUYIERE, 

a Tols. 9s. sewed. ^ 

*t We begim thft perufal of this work with no irery high 
«x()e61ationsr of finding it poHefled of much merit; the ca\ife 
^f our expectations being then ib low, was the very hnmMr, 
\ve had almoin fatd ferviie dedipfttton to the Reviewers, When 
we had entered a little way into the ftory, we found ooriehres^ 
]iowevefs rather agreeabjy. difnppointed. This ftory is 
wrought up w'th a confiJer^blt 'degvee of (kill 5 feveral ot the 
charafkers are well drawn, tipecially that of an Iriih fervant» 
and that ot Suian before Oie became a ^oman. The tale aHb 
is told in a manner calculated 10 render it eiHertainiiig, and 
to eiu:4te c^nfiderable inuref^.'^ L fUrary Joum^lt wf lff> aSo4, 



THE YOUNG FATflER, 

BY W. fT^ILLIAMS, 

3 vols. >8s. sewed. 

'(-If this, production cannot be ranked in the first dais (A 
'Works of the same kind, it certainly may, when compared 
with the ordinate run of novels, he allowed aconsrderahledeal 
0f merit. Tbis^ :it mu&t be confessed, is no very hi^h praise. 
In every department of literature, good works are, perhapa, 
comparatively rare ^ bur this particulaHybolds in^he oase of 
novels. The present novel* -however, certainty -|>osscssas 
some interf St at ie^ft, and nothing appears tn itwbidi is grof sQf 
absurd 9nt unnatural.** 

lAttrmyJoum€dt Decimht, 1865. 



